


5 mètres 80
Dir. Nicolas Deveaux
France 2013 / 5m

5,80  Meters (2012) is produced by Cube Creative, written and directed by Nicolas Deveaux. 
Despite the fact that this is only his second animated short, it won the best animation film prize at 
the Dimension 3 festival in 2013.  
Further information can be found at: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2732236/?ref_=fn_al_tt_2

Synopsis

5 mètres 80 is a simple but hypnotic short animation, showing what can happen when a herd of 
giraffes discover a deserted Olympic sized swimming pool...
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Before the Film

In a convenient space, measure out 5 metres 80.  What objects do the class think could be about 
that length? Make a list.

• How many jumps do pupils take to travel 5 metres 80? 

• Find out how tall a giraffe is. 

I can estimate how long or heavy an object is, or what amount it holds, using everyday things as a 
guide, then measure or weigh it using appropriate instruments and units. MNU 1-11a

After the Film

Discussion points:

• What does 5 metres 80 refer to? (the height of the diving board) 

• Thinking about the title, was the film what you expected? What was unexpected about the 
film? Why did the film maker make this film?  

• The film doesn’t really have much of a storyline. What keeps the audience watching? 

• How did the giraffes feel when they were diving? How do you know? 

As I listen or watch, I can identify and discuss the purpose, key words and main ideas of the text, 
and use this information for a specific purpose. LIT 1-04a

I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to and asking different 
kinds of questions. LIT 1-07a
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Activity 1 – Realistic Behaviour?

As a class, make a list of things the giraffes did in the film (queued, looked at the camera, dived, 
helped each other, drank out of the pool etc.)

Now sort the list into activities that giraffes might do in real life and ones they definitely wouldn’t!

EITHER:

Research giraffe behaviour and create a fact-file. 

OR:

Think about the giraffes in the film. Create a ‘fact file’ for these giraffes, detailing other activities 
they might like…..

I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to and asking different 
kinds of questions. LIT 1-07a

Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort and use 
information for a specific purpose. LIT 1-14a

I am learning to make notes under given headings and use them to understand information, 
explore ideas and problems and create new texts.  LIT 1-15a

I can present my writing in a way that will make it legible and attractive for my reader, combining 
words, images and other features.  LIT 1-24a

Activity 2 – Camouflage

Drinking is one of the most dangerous activities for a giraffe. They can’t look out for predators 
because they have to bend so far down to drink. These giraffes are not well camouflaged in the 
swimming pool!

EITHER:

Design a swimming pool that would camouflage the giraffes.

OR:

Design a disguise for the giraffes so they blend in to their environment. 

I can create and present work using the visual elements of line, shape, form, colour, tone, pattern 
and texture.  EXA 1-03a

I can use exploration and imagination to solve design problems related to real-life situations.  
EXA 1-06a
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Activity 3 - Are Giraffes Scared of Diving?

Remind class of the preview activity when they measured out 5 metres 80. Would it be scary to 
jump into a pool from that height? What about the giraffes? They are very tall. Would it be more or 
less scary for them? Discuss. 

Ask pupils to write a diary entry for a giraffe, detailing his dive. Think about the queueing, the run 
up, the dive and exiting the pool. Concentrate on his feelings (brainstorm ‘feeling’ words before 
activity.)

I can write independently, use appropriate punctuation and order and link my sentences in a way 
that makes sense.  LIT 1-22a

Having explored the elements writers use in different genres, I can use what I learn to create my 
own stories, poems and plays with interesting structures, characters and/or settings. ENG 1-31a

Activity 4 - Sound Effects

Unsurprisingly, this film has no dialogue – but plenty of sounds! Discuss what sounds could 
be heard (hooves walking and running, snorting, splashing, twanging as the harnessed giraffes 
helped the divers etc.) 

Using instruments, recreate as many of the sounds as you can. Make a sound story – add some 
dialogue. 

I can use my voice, musical instruments and music technology to discover and enjoy playing with 
sound, rhythm, pitch and dynamics.  EXA 1-17a

Activity 5 - Giraffes Aren’t the Only Animals...

There is no doubt that the giraffes are enjoying themselves enormously. But are they the only 
animal which would delight in diving into a swimming pool? List other animals you think would 
enjoy diving. 

The giraffes needed a bit of help from their friends in the harnesses. What help might your animal 
need?  Draw and label a picture to show this. 

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through activities within art and design.  EXA 1-05a

I can use exploration and imagination to solve design problems related to real-life situations.   
EXA 1-06a
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Useful References / resources

Check reviews of the film at:
http://thethingsienjoy.blogspot.co.uk/2013/03/5-metres-80-great-animated-short-film.html

For more stories about giraffes, try:

• Giraffes Can’t Dance, a book by Giles Andreae 

• Giraffe’s Big Night Out by Carrie and David Grant, illustrated by Ailie Bushby 

• The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin Blake 

• Oh Dear Geoffrey by Gemma O’Neil

Other films by Nicolas Deveaux can be found here:

•  http://www.nicolas-deveaux.com/ 

•  http://www.cube-creative.fr/directors/nicolas-deveaux/ 

•  https://vimeo.com/album/1931808
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