
Activity Pack for Wee 
and Middle Ones
Suitable for ages 3+ (with a little help from their adults)
Discovery Film Festival: Sat 17 October - Sun 1 November 2020
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

© Dundee Contemporary Arts 2020
With support from DCA Cinema and Learning teams
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Introduction 

Discovery Film Festival looks a little different this year but we’re very excited to be able to bring 
you two collections of short films from around the world: Shorts for Wee Ones (Age 3+) and 
Shorts for Middle Ones (Age 8+). 

The following activities have been created by our Learning team and are inspired by the following 
films from these collections:

  l A Lynx in the Town  l Little Grey Wolfy- The Winter Story

l Angel’s Trumpet              l    Sloth  l The Little Bird and the Bees

We will have screenings of our Shorts for Wee Ones and Shorts for Middle Ones in DCA cinema 
throughout the festival. Book tickets online here: 
https://www.dca.org.uk/whats-on/films/discovery-film-festival

You can also extend your visit with a session in our Create Space. You can book free tickets for 
this here: https://www.dca.org.uk/whats-on/event/create-space

This year our Discovery Shorts are also available to rent via Vimeo On Demand. Find out more on 
our website: http://discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/

We hope that you enjoy watching the short films and making the activities together. We’d love to 
see anything you make so please do share it with us online using #DCAmakes.

Happy viewing and making,
Discovery Film Festival/ DCA Learning Team

Top tips for watching short films with young children

l Use the pause button: Use the pause button to stop at a particular frame; the art making ac-
tivities link to specific aspects or characters in four of the Shorts for Wee Ones films and pausing 
the screen will help to see these.

l Watch them multiple times

l Consider the Cs and Ss: The British Film Institute promotes learning through film and about 
film. At DCA we use their simple model of the three Cs and three Ss to introduce children to key 
aspects of film making, to develop their understanding, analytical and critical skills. Cs are for 
Character, Colour and Camera (shots) and   Ss for Story, Sound and Setting.  When watching 
film with very young children it is helpful to think about C for Colour and S for Sound in particular 
(sound effects and also music, sound track). 
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Animal Masks

Become a wolf or a lynx with our mask templates inspired by Discovery Shorts A Lynx in the 
Town and Little Grey Wolfy - The Winter Story. 

Lynx
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Wolfy     
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You’ll need:
- Paper
- Coloured pencils
- Scissors
- String or elastic
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l Print off the Lynx or Wolfy template and colour it in. 
l Cut around the dotted lines.
l Cut or punch the holes out and pull the string or elastic through.
l Add paws:  
  

Lynx
    

Wolfy
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You’ll need:
- Coloured pencils/pens
- A paper straw
- String
- Scissors
- Paper fasteners
- Card / cereal box
- Hole punch
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Flying Bird Puppet

Make a flying bird puppet inspired by the birds that feature in 
Angel’s Trumpet.

l    Colour in the bird template on the next page, then stick it onto some card and cut out the 
bird body and wings.

l Attach the wings to the body by making small holes at the dotted circles (you can use a hole 
punch) and fastening them in place using two paper fasteners. 

l Make small holes on the wings where the X’s are. Thread a piece of string through the these 
holes and make a knot. 

l    Tape the straw / stick to the back of the bird. You should be able to hold up the bird puppet 
using the stick and make the wings flap by pulling on the string.
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Sloth Puppet

Inspired by the short film Sloth, create your own sloth puppet
with added ice cream.

l     Colour in the sloth template on the next page, then stick it onto some card and cut out all of 
the parts.

l Put the arm together by making holes where the dotted circles are (you can use a hole punch) 
and using a paper fastener to connect the two parts together. Attach the arm to the body in the 
same way.

l Add leaves to the branch using double sided tape or glue. You can also give the sloth an ice 
cream by taping or gluing it to its hand.

l Tape a long piece of string to the back of the branch and then hang your sloth up.
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You’ll need:
- Coloured pencils/pens
- String
- Scissors
- Paper fasteners
- Hole punch
- Tape / glue
- Card / cereal box
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Hand Puppets

Inspired by the short film The Little Bird and the Bees, create a
collection of hand puppets. Transform simple shapes like 
squares, triangles and circles into the characters of the bird, 
bee and fox.

    

l    Fold your paper into three equal sections.

l Fold the paper down flat and glue or tape the upper edges together.

l Make an ‘M’ shape with your folded paper, with equal sized sections. 

l Put your fingers in the top pocket and your thumb in the bottom pocket – open and shut your 
fingers and thumb to move the puppet’s mouth. This is the basic model for all three characters.

l Colour in your character and then use the template sheet on the next page for the eyes, 
wings, beak, nose, ears and tail. Cut them out and glue or tape onto the puppet to make your 
character.

l Now you can invent your own story, make the noises or voices for your characters and act it  
out with your hand puppets.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

You’ll need:
- Paper
- Glue
- Scissors
- Colouring pens/ pencils
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Bird:

Bee:

Fox:

bottom beak

top beak

eyes

tail

wings

sting

nose

eyes

eyes

ears

nose

mouth

fold and stick

fold and stick


