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2019–20 was one of DCA’s most successful years to
date: over 383,000 people through our doors, including
over 100,000 cinema goers, the highest since we opened
in 1999; acclaimed contemporary art exhibitions with
outstanding reviews in national broadsheets and 
international arts press; new PhD programmes in our
Print Studio, cementing our reputation as a centre for 
research and collaborative practice; award-winning
learning projects with communities and charities, 
delivered at DCA and across the city by the Learning
team.  
Our commitment to audiences and artists is at the core of
everything that we do and we believe passionately that high
quality cultural experiences can change people’s lives for 
the better. We take our responsibilities as a civic organisation
extremely seriously, and work to ensure as many people as
possible are welcomed at DCA, a space for audiences and
artists alike. 

DCA’s work has far-reaching local, national and 
international impact, and our partnerships are central 
to this success. Our exhibition with Patrick Staff saw a new
co-commissioning relationship with the Irish Museum of
Modern Art, resulting in one of our most ambitious film 
exhibitions to date and 5 star reviews in The Guardian
and Art Forum. Alberta Whittle received a Turner Bursary,
in lieu of 2020’s Turner Prize, on the strength of her DCA
show, and new commissions with Liverpool Biennial and
Glasgow International. Our publications programme went
from strength to strength, with the new books created 
for our Seized by the Left Hand exhibition exemplifying 
our approach to bringing new, experimental writing to a
growing number of dedicated readers. 

DCA’s cinema programme represents the brilliantly diverse
interests of our audiences and 2019–20 was our most 
popular year to date. With Oscar-nominated titles and 
family-friendly films, 35mm screenings and special seasons,
just over 103,000 audience members flocked to our screens.
Our partnerships are again a key part of our success, 
including hosting touring film festivals, working with local
groups and collaborating with V&A Dundee on a series of
films to accompany their exhibitions programme. Specialist
content featuring arts and performance is always a huge hit
with our audiences with high profile national and international 
productions brought right into DCA Cinema, and our annual
Discovery Film Festival yet again introduced thousands of
school pupils from across Tayside to the joy of international
cinema. 

Collaborative practice to support artists at all stages of their
careers continues to form the backbone of our Print Studio,
with new courses introduced, additional PhD research and
international residencies. Artists including Ilana Halperin,
Sekai Machache, Salama Nasib, Daksha Patel, Rachel
Adams, David Austen, Amy Jones and Andrew Black
worked with the team to create new work for exhibitions 
and editions, alongside the many Print Studio members 
who use our world-class facilities and attend workshops 
on a daily basis. 

Partnership working is central to our Learning programme,
from our longest standing collaboration with Tayside 
Healthcare Arts Trust on the ST/ART project through to 
new projects with the National Deaf Children's Society 
and Dundee International Women’s Centre. Our focus on
working with families continues, through our Create Space,
workshops, off-site sessions across Tayside and targeted
projects with Sensatronic and Messy Play session with Art 
at the Start. We also held the Learning programme’s very 
first gallery takeover with a whole weekend dedicated to
showcasing some of the fantastic work our partners and 
participants create with us, alongside drop-in workshops
and fun activities. 

All of this work is made possible by our core funders at
Dundee City Council and Creative Scotland, to whom we
would like to say thank you for their ongoing support. DCA is
also supported by a growing number of trusts, foundations,
donors, patrons and friends and we are enormously grateful
to each of them. 

This remarkable year was cut short by the outbreak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with DCA closing its doors on
March 17th. We have worked hard to support staff, artists,
audiences and participants over this period of closure,
moving much of our work online and directly into the 
community to be delivered safely. The response to all of 
this work has been incredible and we know, more than 
ever, that culture and creativity has a vital place in a vibrant,
connected society. As we move into the next chapter, we 
are looking forward to working with everyone to help make
this possible and to welcoming audiences back to our much
loved building. 

Beth Bate
Director



Top: Alberta Whittle, How Flexible Can
We Make the Mouth, 2019

Bottom: Patrick Staff, The Prince of
Homburg, 2019

Photos by Ruth Clark
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Exhibitions
This year of exhibitions at DCA has found us staying true to our 
mission in the galleries of showcasing the very best contemporary 
art from all over the world in the heart of Dundee. We have worked
with a diverse range of artists both in Scotland and much further afield
to produce major solo commissions, collaborative touring projects,
and ambitious group shows in the galleries that have been enjoyed 
by 32,800 visitors throughout the year.
Our 2019 summer season unfolded from June to August with a new
co-commission by LA-based artist Patrick Staff. This was one of the most
ambitious new film commissions we have undertaken at DCA, and we
worked closely with commissioning partners at the Irish Museum of 
Modern Art to stage what was, at the time, Patrick’s largest exhibition to
date. The show, titled The Prince of Homburg, debuted new works in film,
installation and print, reinterpreting 19th century German writer Heinrich von
Kleist’s play of the same name. This new work was the product of several
years’ research on Patrick’s part, bringing together languages of film and
live performance with sculptural and photographic works to explore how 
history, technology, capitalism and the law have fundamentally transformed
the social constitution of our bodies. We also produced a publication as part
of the project with commissioned texts by renowned writers Isabel Waidner
and Johanna Hedva, as well as developing a dedicated public programme
of screenings, talks, discussions and events over the summer responding
to Patrick’s work. Patrick’s show received excellent national and 
international press, including a five star review in The Guardian and a 
positive review in Art Forum.

From September to November we presented Barbadian-Scottish artist 
Alberta Whittle’s first major solo exhibition, titled How Flexible Can We Make
the Mouth. This project occupied both of our galleries, and presented work
across film, sculpture, printmaking, performance and installation. Alberta’s
work lays out a new visual and oral language that questions accepted
Western constructs of history and this show was developed with an acute
understanding of how formal historical records produced by privileged white
men have always sought to replace more ancient and informal means of
comprehending the past. As well as a newly commissioned sculpture made
possible with the support of the Henry Moore Foundation, Alberta also
worked intensively in DCA Print Studio produce a new suite of prints that
were the centrepiece of a display of work in Gallery 1. We published a 
new book as part of the project with support from LUX Scotland, containing
remarkable new writing by Christina Sharpe and Ama Josephine Budge.
We were delighted that How Flexible Can We Make the Mouth resulted in
Alberta receiving a Turner Bursary, in lieu of this year’s Turner Prize. 

“Whittle’s emotional 
sensitivity and 
international connectivity
resists the divisive 
degradation of racism 
and colonisation.”
Adan Benmakhlouf in Art Monthly on Alberta
Whittle: How Flexible Can We Make the Mouth

“Escape to 
dreamland.”
HHHHH
Eliel Jones in The Guardian on Patrick Staff: 
The Prince of Homburg



Seized by the Left Hand, 2019

Photo by Ruth Clark
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In December we launched Seized by the Left Hand across the galleries,
the last exhibition of 2019/20 at DCA. This ambitious international group
project took as its starting point some of the ideas contained within
American writer Ursula K. Le Guin's 1969 novel The Left Hand of 
Darkness. The book had a profound impact on the sci-fi genre at the
time of its publication and remains hugely relevant today, posing serious
and challenging questions about gender, sexuality,the environment, 
language, communication, power and empire.

Working collaboratively with Kim McAleese, Programme Director at
Grand Union, as co-curator, we brought artists from countries including
Canada, Colombia, France, Ireland, Mexico, Singapore, USA and Qatar
to Scotland for the first time and showcased a wide range of artforms
such as painting, drawing, sculpture, installation, film, performance, 
poetry and writing as part of the show. The exhibition also included 
a curated display of artefacts from the D’Arcy Thompson Zoology 
Museum, working in partnership with the Collections Department at 
the University of Dundee. The full list of contributors to Seized by the
Left Hand is: Sophia Al-Maria, Andrew Black, CAConrad, Mijke van 
der Drift, Harry Josephine Giles, Emma Wolf-Haugh, Isaac Julien, Huw
Lemmey, Flora Moscovici, Quinie, Nat Raha, Nisha Ramayya, Abel 
Rodríguez, Sarah Shin, Victoria Sin, Tuesday Smillie, Manuel Solano,
Emma Wolukau-Wanambwa, Ming Wong and Sgáire Wood.

The dynamic public programme of talks, performances, workshops 
and screenings for this project brought the galleries to life in 
beautifully vibrant ways from December to March, and we were 
deeply disappointed to have to cancel our final events in March due 
to COVID-19. However, we feel grateful to have had the chance to 
learn so much from all of our artists over the past year at DCA, about
the powerful ways in which we can use concepts such as care, 
compassion, intimacy and imagination to build future worlds where 
we can better live together and love one another.

Exhibitions

“A truly hopeful, 
reflective exhibition 
that is, at its core, 
deeply compassionate
and visionary.”
Christiana Spens in Studio International 
on Seized by the Left Hand 

“Seized by the Left 
Hand was such a 
beautiful exhibition.”
#helloDCA card review 

Seized by the Left Hand, 2019 Photo by Erika Stevenson



DCA cinema
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Cinema
DCA Cinema continues to deliver the very best in new cinematic releases
and a unique programme of world cinema, classics and alternative content
to Dundee audiences. As the city’s only independent city centre cinema, 
we welcomed 103,016 audience members to 3,037 screenings over the
2019– 20 period. The top 20 titles are indicative of the diverse interests 
of our audiences. UK box office hits with music at their hearts such as 
Rocketman, Judy, Yesterday, Wild Rose and Blinded by the Light were 
extremely popular. Films which spoke to Dundee's love of comics such 
as Avengers: Endgame and Joker also connected. Audiences flocked 
to Oscar-nominated titles Jojo Rabbit and 1917, and all ages attended 
family-friendly films such as Toy Story 4 and The Lion King. We were proud
to be the only cinema in Dundee screening Quentin Tarantino’s Once Upon 
A Time in Hollywood on 35mm. The number one film of the year came 
from Korea, Bong Joon-ho’s Parasite. Rarely is a foreign-language title 
also a box office hit, but this Palme d’Or and Oscar winner truly captured
everyone's attention.    
A range of special film seasons and festivals contributed to the dynamism of our
cinema programme. DCA’s cinema team are responsible for curating Dundee’s
only dedicated Horror Film Festival Dundead, Discovery: Scotland’s International
Film Festival for Young Audiences and the film programme for Luminate: 
Scotland’s Creative Ageing Festival. We continue to host touring festivals such 
as French Film Festival UK, Fokus: Films from Germany, Italian Film Festival, 
Japan Foundation Tour, Right Now Film Festival and SQIFF. New to our schedule
was the Catalan Film Festival brought to us by Cinemaatic and highlights from 
Doc’nRoll. Partnership working also expands the breadth of our programme. 
Our collaboration with V&A Dundee produced a film series to accompany the 
exhibition Hello, Robot. We also examined Dundee as an aquatic city with the 
University of Dundee for the Being Human Festival. Post-screening discussions
of Scheme Birds and Sorry We Missed Youwere the result of our ongoing 
partnership with Festival of the Future and Take One Action. We renewed our
connection with Dundee Jazz Festival and established a new one with Dundee
Mountain Film Festival.

Audiences continue to enjoy a range of arts and performance content including 
NT Live, Live from the Met, Bolshoi Ballet, Glyndebourne, theatre events such as
Margaret Atwood Live in Cinemas, Billy Connolly: The Sex Life of Bandages and
Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake and Romeo and Juliet. Satellite Q&A screenings of
The Great Escape with Dan Snow, Joni 75: A Birthday Celebration, and Pavarotti
brought high-profile national moments to a Dundee audience. DCA’s Artist’s
Choice strand offered an insight into the films which inspire our exhibiting artists,
including a rare screening of Betzy Bromberg 16mm shorts from the LUX archive. 

“Thanks for letting me
bring my baby every
Thursday. It’s the
highlight of my week.”
#helloDCA card review 

“Great cinema, 
reasonable prices 
and world class films,
what’s not to like.”
Facebook review 

“Very impressed –
excellent film, lovely
staff... we’ll rave
about the DCA to our
friends in Edinburgh
and beyond!”
#helloDCA card review 

“Thank you for 
providing deaf people
subtitles for the film.”
#helloDCA card review 
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DCA was host to many special guests who introduced screenings and 
participated in discussions throughout 2019/2020. We were thrilled to 
welcome producer Flore Cosquer for the documentary Freedom Fields. 
Director Richard da Costa and dive tech Craig Frederick supported 
deep-sea documentary Last Breath. Filmmaker Marilyn Edmond presented
her debut feature Connect and director Steven Lewis Simpson Neither 
Wolf Nor Dog. At our screening of Mantra: Sounds Into Silence, the audience
enjoyed a live performance from Kirtan Scotland.

Scottish Encounters, which showcases films made by Scottish talent, 
also saw a jam-packed programme over 2019/20. We were delighted to
welcome director Charlie Paul and producer Lucy Paul to discuss their 
film Prophecy. Harry Birrell Presents Films of Love and War, which told one
man’s story through his extraordinary archive footage of World War II, was
accompanied by the film’s producer Carina Birrell. Controversial fishing 
documentary Of Fish and Foewas followed by a very lively debate with 
directors Heike Bachelier and Andy Heathcote. Director Robbie Fraser
joined us for a screening of Final Ascent: The Legend of Hamish MacInnes
screened in partnership with Scottish Mental Health Arts and Film Festival.

Celebrating cinema’s rich heritage is an integral part of our programme. Film
and live music events continue to be a vital element of our cinema calendar.
Musician David Allison performed his Rob Roy score commissioned by 
the Hippodrome Silent Film Festival, and composer Neil Brand celebrated 
Laurel & Hardy. Focused seasons on Hirokazu Kore-eda, a season celebrating
musicals and new film restorations from Cinema Rediscovered rounded out
the programme.  

DCA is committed to enhancing access to cinema for all audiences. We
have increased our Autism-friendly ‘relaxed’ screenings, as well as our 
Hard of Hearing captioned offer. DCA’s weekly selections for Senior Citizen
Kane and Bring A Baby remain the most well-attended slots of the entire
programme. With support from Film Hub Scotland, we launched a new
membership scheme for 18-25-year-olds this year. DCA remains 
committed to keeping our cinema ticket prices low to ensure that our 
programme remains accessible to the broadest possible audience.

Cinema

“This cinema
is the best
in Scotland.”
#helloDCA card review 

“Comfy
colourful seats
with good 
atmosphere.”
#helloDCA card review 



Top: Photo from our Signwriting course

Bottom: DCA Print Studio by Erika Stevenson
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DCA Print Studio works to provide open-access production facilities to 
artists at all stages in their practice, and to foreground creative research 
and residencies.
Print Studio user numbers remained steady throughout the year and we provided
courses for a wide range of participants with our Get Creative courses continuing to 
be very popular: Five hundred and seventy-one places were taken up on 105 courses
before closure in mid-March. New courses introduced included ‘Nature Printing’ and
‘Electro-Etching’. Working with the DCA Learning team and Duncan of Jordanstone
College of Art and Design at the University of Dundee, we welcomed secondary school
students through their Access to Creative Education in Scotland (ACES) programme, 
a widening participation project for state school pupils in years S4–S6. The teacher
commented “The attendees are absolutely buzzing, and their work prompted great
conversation at our portfolio session on Saturday. Can’t wait for the next one!” As ever
we were also happy to see ST/ART project participants return to the Print Studio for
advanced workshops, with the Learning team and longstanding partner Tayside
Healthcare Arts Trust.

As we work to maintain a research-friendly environment in the Print Studio, we are 
delighted that this area has attracted considerable support and growth this year. 
Highlights include successfully applying for a second Scottish Graduate School of Arts
and Humanities (SGSAH) Doctoral Award to examine collaborative practice with artists
in the Print Studio. DCA’s Editions Manager, Sandra De Rycker, will be undertaking this
research. Artist Rachel Adams, the current SGSAH DCA Print Studio Researcher, was
commissioned to create the 2019 Sculpture at Hospitalfield using work made in the
Print Studio. Artist Ilana Halperin worked with us on two significant research projects
this year, The Rock Cycle (Yamaguchi) and a Mount Stuart commission There Is A 
Volcano Behind My House. 

The project Translations – Life Sciences From Laboratory to Print Studiowas created
by scientists at the Wellcome Centre for Anti-Infectives Research at the Life Sciences
Department at the University of Dundee with artists Scott Hudson and Amy Jones
from Dundee Print Collective, who are based in DCA Print Studio. Artist Daksha Patel
was funded through a further partnership with the Life Sciences department to 
produce work in the studio which was exhibited in the Information Space at DCA.  

Residencies are a key part of Print Studio activity and we very much enjoy welcoming
artists to spend an extended period in the studio working with the team. This year we
were delighted to take part in an artist residency exchange project, in partnership with
Tashkeel Studios, Dubai, funded by the British Council. The project supported two 
female artists under the age of 35, one from Dubai, one from Dundee, to spend time in
the other’s city and print studio. Emirati printmaker Salama Nasib was resident in DCA
Print Studio, producing new work, meeting Dundee based practitioners and visiting 
visual arts spaces in Scotland. In a concluding event, ‘In conversation’ with Norah
Campbell, Head of Arts at British Council Scotland, she discussed her work, her time
in Dundee and the benefits of cultural exchange. Dundee artist Sarah Burt travelled to
Tashkeel Studios in September 2019 for three months, creating work, developing new
skills and making an exhibition which opened in December. The exhibition, which was
attended by DCA Director Beth Bate, representatives of British Council UAE, and
Sheikha Lateefa Al Maktoum, the Director of Tashkeel Studios, showed new work 
by Sarah alongside prints Salama created in Dundee. 

“Wonderful. Very 
enjoyable – clear 
tuition – helpful –
able to do own thing.
Great!”
Feedback on Papermaking 

“It has been fantastic.
The amount we have
learned and been
able to achieve is
amazing. I have been
really impressed by
the facilities and the
help I have received.”
Feedback on Laser Cutting 
for Printmakers 

“Very enjoyable, great
support, absolute 
beginner now feel a
little able to create.
Looking forward to
being back again.”
Feedback on Beginners Etching 

“I have learnt so
much and achieved
so much within a
lovely group of like
minded people.
Thank you. What a
wonderful facility.”
Feedback on Andy Warhol Class



Artist Salama Nasib

Photo by DCA Communications team



Print Studio
Dundee Contemporary Arts Annual Report Page 15

DCA took part in another British Council-funded exchange programme, hosting
Ukrainian artist Taras Kovach, a University lecturer in Kiev, as half of a City/Rural
residency with Scottish Sculpture Workshop, Lumsden. For our third year of the
Artist in Residence Connect Exchange funded by Cleveland Print Room and 
Ohio Arts in the United States, Aja Joi Grant was selected to work here over 
summer 2020 with Glasgow-based Carmel Pia selected to go to Cleveland. 
This programme has been temporarily suspended due to COVID-19 but we 
look forward to resuming it as soon as possible. 

Wherever possible we aim to work with local, national and international 
partnerships to raise the profile of and celebrate print in contemporary art and 
culture. This year we have worked closely with Scotland’s Workshops, the 
national network of production facilities, and with agency Vis-à-Vis who were 
commissioned to create a strategy to develop the network. As a result of this 
work Creative Scotland awarded funding for a new Scotland’s Workshops 
website, and we were part of Workshops Week, from 16–22 November, 
showcasing activity in all 11 organisations, right across the country. Creative 
Scotland are continuing to support the network with funding for a part-time 
coordinator post to help develop our activities.

2019’s Dundee Design Festival took place in the Keiller Centre. Artist and Print
Studio Coordinator Scott Hudson and Dundee Print Collective created Poster
Playground, for which the public were invited to print a poster which was then
reprinted, and pasted up in the city. For the World War 100 commemorations we
worked with DJCAD, Dundee and Angus College and Abertay University students
as part of the project What Do We Learn From All This?with the Scottish Print
Network and supported by the Scottish Government. An exhibition of the 
complete work, led by Lateral North, was launched at Holyrood, before travelling
to venues across Scotland. 

We were thrilled to be selected by the Scottish Contemporary Art Network to 
collaborate with Ruth Ewan for their Art in Action campaign, to raise the profile of
visual arts organisations across the country with MSPs. Using handwritten text by
Dundee mill-worker and activist Mary Brooksbank found in University of Dundee
archives, the editions were launched at Holyrood and presented to MSPs to 
encourage them to connect with contemporary artists and arts organisations.

Closer to home, we worked with Hospitalfield Artist in Residence Sekai Machache
to make an edition of 60 etchings for their Friends’ Edition, whilst nationally we
were commissioned by the Edwin Morgan Centenary Trust. Internationally,
Dundee was a guest of Bilbao, a partner UNESCO City of Design, at Bizkaia 
Design Week 2019 and was represented by Print City, an immersive installation
built from huge, hand-printed cardboard blocks, produced originally by DCA as
part of Print Festival Scotland.

“Excellent course,
well instructed. Lots
of useful information,
opportunity to try 
out a variety of 
techniques...and
have fun.”
Feedback on Introduction
to Letterpress

“Very enjoyable. Nice
straightforward 
explanation at a good
pace. Didn’t feel
rushed and was really
pleased with the 
results I achieved.”
Feedback on Screen Printing 
for Beginners

“Very well delivered
and lots of info to
work on. Great class.
Tutor explains things
so clearly and allows
lots of questions.
Would recommend.”
Feedback on Introduction
to Photoshop



Create Space
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DCA Learning team works with colleagues, artists and external 
partners to design and deliver a wide range of creative learning 
experiences that connect both new and existing audiences with 
contemporary art practice. We focus particularly on making skills 
and critical engagement.
This year, we deepened our community links, increased the visibility of our
work, sharing the impacts of what we do. We delivered a mix of public 
ticketed and free drop-in activity, responded to requests for visits and
tailored projects, and sustained longer term projects with key partners.
New initiatives included a quarterly Learning Newsletter for partners and
stakeholders, a monthly downloadable Family Calendar which proved 
very popular, a Learning ‘take-over weekend’ of Gallery 1, and Messy Play
sessions for 0–3 years with our PhD research partner.

Our 2019–20 highlights:

>   8,700 people engaged in creative activity with our programme both 
     at DCA and off-site

>   300+ days of free drop-in DIY making and childrens’ art library in our 
     Create Space 

>   252 Learning sessions, including workshops, talks and tours, delivered 
     by staff and freelance artists

>   189 Higher Art & Design Pupils from Dundee schools attended 2 study 
     days in a new partnership with V&A Dundee

>   46 Family Programme sessions, 10 off-site in Dundee and Fife, 9 new 
     Messy Play sessions

>   43 tours/talks/workshops requested by community groups, schools, 
     and further and higher education courses: 82% from Dundee and 
     Angus, 18% from Perth and Kinross, Edinburgh, Aberdeenshire, Fife, 
     Inverness, Glasgow and one from the US

>   10 Craft Sundays presented by key makers attracting new and repeat 
     craft audiences from across Scotland

>   8 funded partnership projects with Tayside Healthcare Arts Trust, Dundee 
      International Women’s Centre, Craigmills Skills Centre, Sensatronic Sound 
      Lab, National Deaf Children's Society, Life Sciences at University of Dundee, 
      Psychology Department at University of Dundee, and Wellgate Day 
     Support Centre

>   3 terms of DCA Young Photo Club for ages 12+ supported by Dundee 
     Photographic Society

“This is just to say
thank you for providing
our learners with a very 
informative day from 
the interactions with
artists and designers 
and their work, to the
handling of products 
and experiences in the 
exhibition spaces. 
A fantastic experience
for our pupils.”
St Johns High School, Dundee

“First visit to DCA. 
This workshop was
truly lovely. Super for all
the family. Would love
to come back again.
We traveled from Perth
today. Thank you. 
See you again.”
#helloDCA card review for Family Art Lab



?

Top: Craft Sunday: Spoon Carving with Object Company.

Bottom: Advocating Together group visit at DCA.

Create Space

ST/ART at DCA in Create Space
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Each session we deliver is unique and has its own story to share, and more details
can be found in the stories on our website and in our Learning Newsletter. The 
following projects are some of the highlights of this year’s work: 

ST/ART @ DCA with Tayside Healthcare Arts Trust
Our partnership with Tayside Healthcare Arts Trust is our longest running, working
for over 15 years with adults isolated by their long term health conditions. This 
partnership continues and this year we also introduced new creative techniques.
The programme included three print skills ‘schools’, Japanese brush calligraphy 
and digital photography, tailored gallery tours, demonstration sessions, tutoring by
artists and Print Studio staff, volunteer artists supported by THAT and displays of
work. Forty-four participants and 100 further family and friends engaged in the 
activity. Evaluation shows positive outcomes in ‘confidence and self esteem’, 
‘perception of abilities’ and ‘socialisation’; 82% considered their capability 
‘better or much better’ as a result and 100% of participants wish to access 
further programmes.  

See Think Make Do: Pilot Open Weekend
For three days in December the Learning team took over Gallery 1 at DCA.
The programme, co-designed with community partners, included: a celebration
event and exhibition of work made in Learning projects; free drop-in workshops 
led by local artists and makers; take-away ideas for parents and a large scale vinyl 
mural-making project. 500 visitors attended over the three days with feedback
showing they valued the inspiring images, techniques and strong messages 
created by young people and adults; the local connections; quality free activities 
for children; a high standard of presentation; a welcoming and friendly approach. 
It was a heart-warming and successful weekend which is informing our future plans.  

Art at the Start: PhD research 
Closed group art therapy sessions and new, public Messy Play workshops were 
delivered through our collaborative PhD programme with the University of Dundee’s
Psychology Department. Sessions were held onsite in the Create Space and linked
with DCA exhibitions.

“We have found that making art together is beneficial for both wee ones and parents.
It is a lovely way to feel connected to each other and it gives a focus for lots of
shared looking and shared goals which we know are good for helping infants 
feel attuned to their primary carers. This shared experience is good for infants’ 
attachments and well-being but has also been shown to improve the parents’ 
feelings of well-being. In terms of brain development, art making allows little ones 
to have lots of new sensory experiences with different textures and colours, it lets
them practice new motor skills, and also lets them see that they are able to make
change in the world as they make marks and colours. This builds their sense of
agency and their sense of self.” Vicky Armstrong, Art Psychotherapist

“Learners are going to
feel so proud. I intend
to shout from the roof
top to my manager
and staff team.”
Family Support Worker, 
Dundee International Women’s Centre

“I feel empowered and
inspired. Thank you.
The openness of the
workshop and free chat
was amazing – this is
definitely an example 
of an exhibition that
creates important 
conversations.”
Participant in Making & Doing Workshop
led by Alberta Whittle, supported by 
Amy Jones

“I had a really stressful
couple of weeks & today
has helped me to escape!
And done marvels for my
wellbeing.”
ST/ART @ DCA participant

“A fabulous way to get
kids interested in art and
creating. A great family
activity too. How 
amazing to have this
friendly, inclusive, 
accessible event in a 
city centre location.”
#helloDCA card review for Family Art Lab

       

      



Photographs by Erika Stevenson



Discovery 
Film Festival
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The 16th edition of Discovery Film Festival took place 
between Saturday 19 October and Sunday 3 November
2019, offering the best in new world cinema for young
audiences and their families.
A truly international line-up included three UK and three 
Scottish premieres, with ten features and 25 shorts
representing 20 different nations. Highlight films included
the very latest features from French animation master
Michel Ocelot and British heavyweight Ken Loach, two 
extremely different historical dramas looking at the impact
of the Berlin Wall on German family and school life, and a
very sparky French-Canadian comedy observing gender
equality in the workplace.

The festival remains a valuable resource for teachers across
the region. During the three weeks of activity we had 
39 screenings hosting 4,297 attendees from 56 different
schools across Dundee, Angus, Fife and Perth & Kinross. 

At weekends we offered 16 public screenings to a total 
audience of 588. The Opening Gala of the festival presented
a completely language-free animated journey across the
continents in the company of a ladybird, a spider and an
ant – which was then followed by a packed workshop in
which everyone created their own minibugs to decorate 
the jungle-themed Create Space. 

Throughout the year, Discovery Family Film Club attracted
531 attendances at 11 family screenings, offering brand
new features The Runaways and The Kid Who Would Be
King as well as stone-cold classics such as The Princess
Bride and The Muppet Christmas Carol.

“Exposure to aspects of genuine youth
culture in French-speaking world, which
would interest pupils and get them 
thinking about and questioning issues of
gender equality and other themes in the
film. The aim was to encourage pupils to
express their own ideas and responses
to the themes raised in French themselves.
It worked. The quality of debate and written
work this film elicited from some of my 
students was outstanding. Thank you.”

“The opportunity to see something 
wonderful and the opportunity to see it in
a comfortable, supportive environment
(and the fact that it wasn’t expensive) 
The chance to attend a workshop both
related to the films and the fact that they
cover lots of aspects of the curriculum.
In one day we covered French, literacy,
numeracy and art.”

“...that the pupils enjoyed themselves!”

“Our trips to DFF are always as smooth as
clockwork due to the efficiency of the bus
company and the staff at the cinema. We
had a great time this year. Vielen Dank!”
Teachers’ fed back that they enjoyed



Photography by Erika Stevenson
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In addition, 7,994 people were entertained during the school
holidays with very popular mega-titles including Toy Story 4, 
A Shaun The Sheep Movie: Farmageddon, Spider-Man:
Far From Home and the new live action remakes of Dumbo
and The Lion King. And perhaps less well-known, but 
appreciated by all who came along, was the beautifully 
animated intergalactic survival adventure Terra Willy: 
Planète inconnue (Astro Kid). 

Encouraging local teachers to integrate the use of film into
their classroom learning saw over 200 individuals join us for
sessions to discuss how they might do this, and to learn of 
examples of films and accompanying resources to take
back into their classrooms for immediate application. 

The impact of Discovery Film Festival continues to be
shared around the country through Discovery on Tour. 
During the year the in-house curated packages of short
films for Wee and Middle Ones were seen in arts venues
across the UK and Ireland, including Shetland, the Western
Isles, Leeds and Dublin.

In addition to their hosting of the shorts for Wee and Middle
Ones, The Western Isles Libraries also invited the Shorts
For Language Practice team to travel across to work with
children and teachers, using short films to develop listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills in the ML classroom.
This festival programme was made available to a total of
290 children and 33 staff members, from ten different 
primary schools extending between Breasclete on Lewis
and Harris and Castlebay on Barra.

“We earned enough money from
our Enterprise bake-sale to afford 
to go as part of our Topic this term
(Diversity).” 
John, P6 (St Columba’s PS, Chuskit)

“It was funny, enjoyable, 
thought-provoking, realistic, 
eye-opening and apt. Like 
someone who had always been
in the room that they’d not seen 
before.” (Charlotte a du fun)

“Seats were really comfortable,
it was a great experience, but the
film was really sad”...“gave a much
better understanding of the 
pressures of workers on zero hours
contracts”... “it certainly was not a
Hollywood ending, it showed the
struggles of people having to go to
work to survive and it did not try to
sugar coat it.” (Sorry We Missed You)

“the film was really interesting
and very thought provoking, many
important issues were brought to
light and are especially important 
for young people to consider.”
(Pour vivre heureux)”
Visiting students’ feed back



Secreting Myths by Alberta Whittle 2019
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DCA had a hugely positive year for editions production and
sales, including new work created by Alberta Whittle and
David Austen, new editions underway with Andrew Black,
and our sales targets exceeded.
We particularly enjoyed developing a collaborative way of
working with Alberta Whittle over several weeks, exploring
many ideas and processes before arriving at a suite of 
3 editions. Comprising laser-engraved woodblocks on screen
print backgrounds, the prints and blocks were featured in 
the exhibition as well as being for sale.  

We hosted a launch event for the editions in the Print Studio,
for DCA friends and patrons, with Alberta talking to the Head 
of Print Studio about the production process and how the 
collaboration impacted on the development of her practice.
Feedback on Alberta’s editions has been very positive and 
we are pleased that a set have been acquired by the University 
of Edinburgh’s Art Collection.

Following David Austen’s show at DCA in 2019, we continued
to work with him on two further editions, etchings of two 
of his drawings. 

Editions sales were very strong this year, with our income target 
exceeded, with sales of work by Luc Tuymans, David Austen
and David Shrigley to patrons and collections, and via our 
online shop, all contributing to our success. As part of our
DCA20 celebrations, we looked back over our archive of print
collaborations and presented a series of our co-published 
editions for sale. These include a series of works by renowned
Scottish artists including Christine Borland, Ross Sinclair and
Simon Starling, produced in partnership with Cove Park. 
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DCA Shop both reflects and supports DCA’s work, from visual art to
cinema and print, by offering a design-focused selection of products
and artwork, often with direct links to our extensive artistic 
programme. We bring together work by talented independents
alongside homeware and design brands, and sell a wide range 
of books and magazines on art and design, plus cards, stationery
and gifts for children. Limited edition artworks, created by users 
of our Print Studio, are also showcased and sold within the shop,
alongside works from our extensive Editions and Publications 
programme. 

This year we expanded our Dundee Made brand, adding new makers
and increasing visibility. We also added a new line of shop merchandise
in the form of our Dundee Made Me t-shirts, which we were delighted 
to see selected for inclusion in Dundee’s new UNESCO City of Design
CODE Souvenir catalogue. We also participated in Dundee Design
Month with a specially-programmed design showcase on three different
themes: Bruno Munari, Design classics and the Bauhaus Design School.

We ran another successful CRAFTED Christmas Market which saw an 
increase in applicants on previous years, reflecting the event’s continuing 
reputation amongst makers even as competition in this area increases. 
We also continued to provide a retail presence at gallery openings, 
selling editions, publications and related products. 

We made changes to our online shop shipping fees to make it more 
appealing to purchase lower value items this year, with a resulting 
increase in orders. Editions and publications also continued to perform
well online, leading to an overall year-on-year increase in orders of 30%.
Our team received training in handling and shipping editions, enabling 
us to support the editions team further and improving the customer 
experience when buying artwork from DCA. 

This year we upgraded our operating system and retail hardware, giving
us access to more sophisticated reporting, greater flexibility of use and
improved pop-up functionality.

“We love 
your shop! 
Good books.”
#helloDCA card review



Art at the Start Messy Play at DCA

Discovery Film Festival, 2019

Photo by Erika Stevenson
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“I enjoyed 
every moment 
I was here.”
#helloDCA card review 

“DCA is 
AMAZING.”
#helloDCA card review 

“I Love you 
DCA!!!”
#helloDCA card review 

Communicationsand Audiences 
Audiences are at the heart of all DCA’s work and our communications and audience
development plans help us to deliver our vision: to enrich people’s lives through art,
culture and creativity.  
Our DCA20 celebrations continued throughout the year. We received over 330 requests
for our DCA20 film screenings on social media, with many of those selected selling out.
We continued to commission and share our 20 Stories for 20 Years interviews – popular
videos include artist Olafur Eliasson, who exhibited at DCA in 1999 and Cllr John Alexander,
leader of Dundee City Council.

We continued to receive extensive press coverage across national and specialist press this
year. Highlights including a five star review for Patrick Staff in theGuardian, with more reviews
in Art Monthly and Art Forum and an interview in The National. Alberta Whittle’s exhibition
was featured on the cover of Art Monthly with an accompanying review, and she was
interviewed in The Skinny. We were delighted to see previews or reviews for all exhibitions
this year in The Skinny, The Scotsman/Scotland on Sunday and The Herald.

There were further press highlights for this year’s Dundead festival, with features in The
Courier, The Evening Telegraph, a mention in The Skinny film events round up and mentions
on blogs EyeforFilm, Geeklist, CastleHorror. This coverage, combined with a marketing
campaign focused on building our already strong following on Facebook and generating
our own video content, led to the strongest ticket sales yet for the festival, with a sold-out
opening screening. 

In the second year of our Membership scheme we saw strong renewal rates and welcomed
new members, growing our total Membership to 135. Thanks to funding from Film Hub
Scotland we launched our new 18–25 Membership in March, which offers discounts
across the building for just £5 annually. This scheme has been created with audience 
development, particularly for the Cinema programme, in mind. 

We spent time on raising awareness of our Learning team’s activity this year, launching a
new newsletter for key stakeholders and sharing monthly stories about the team’s work. 
We continued to develop our families Facebook page and share our digital calendar of
family activity. We also explored new ways of promoting Discovery Film Festival, including an 
Itison campaign and new advertising partners, with a sold out opening screening as a result.

Our digital reach continues to grow: this year we reached 10,000 followers on Instagram,
giving us access to swipe-up links in Instagram stories. Our work on highly targeted email
marketing, designed to only speak to receptive audiences, is consistently successful: targeted
film emails this year had an average open rate of 45%, high above the industry average.

Facebook advertising was the main focus of our digital spend. We implemented a Facebook
pixel to give us better understanding of conversions. We used this to experiment with
boosting one-off special events rather than creating new ads. The results were positive: 
for example our anime screening of Weathering with You had over 1,500 event responses,
resulting in sold-out screenings. 

The Communications team plays a key role in DCA’s Equalities, Diversity and Inclusion
working group, and accessibility is an ongoing focus of the team’s work. This year we took
steps to ensure that all images shared on social media had screen-reader captions, and
made substantial improvements to the display of subtitled screenings on our website to
make them easier to find, and more accurately titled. 
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Stakeholders
Dundee City Council Creative Scotland

Support DCA
DCA believes that art and culture enriches people’s
lives, as artists, audiences and as participants. 
To deliver our diverse programmes, keep our 
exhibitions free and subsidise our community and
education work, we rely on funds from Dundee 
City Council, Creative Scotland, sponsors, private
donations, and income from our cinema, shop,
courses and café bar.

If you would like to support DCA and our 
innovative and exciting programme, please
contact us at support@dca.org.uk   

DCA would like to thank all of our funders, partners and supporters for helping us
with such a successful 2019–20.

Trusts and Foundations
Al Maktoum Foundation
Annie McClean Trust for Elderly
Leng Charitable Trust 
Northwood Charitable Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
RJ Larg Family Trust
Tay Charitable Trust
The Hugh Fraser Foundation
Tillyloss Trust

DCA20 Patrons
Murray Bremner
Murray Chalmers
Siobhan Dundee
Sigrid and Stephen Kirk
Chris and Heather van der Kuyl
Jacquie and Richard Roberts 
Thomas Veit

Patron
Tim Allan 

Friends
Simon Dessain
Peter Rowson
Harry Scrymgeour
Tom Wilcox

Partners
The University of Dundee Europa Cinemas 
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Board
Alan Boyter, Cllr. Mark Flynn, Doug Forbes, Ilana Halperin, Cllr. Charlie Malone, John Moir, Philip Owen,
Toby Paterson, Cllr. Anne Rendall, Cllr. Margaret Richardson, Jacquie Roberts OBE (Chair), 
Charis Robertson, Elaine Russell, Thomas Veit

Staff
Beth Bate: Director
Sandra O’Shea: 
Depute Director/Head of Operations
Jessica Reid: 
Depute Director/Head of External Relations
Kara Kinnaird: Executive Administrator

Eoin Dara: Head of Exhibitions
Adrian Murray: Exhibitions Manager
Valerie Norris: Exhibitions Coordinator
Anton Beaver, Jonny Lyons, Louise Forbes, 
Giulia Gentili, Jessie Giovane Staniland, Marc
Johnston, Tanith Marron, Callum Sutherland, 
Yan White: 
Senior Gallery Technicians

Alice Black: Head of Cinema
Mike Tait: Cinema Youth Development Officer
Ian Banks: Chief Projectionist
Michael Coull: Cinema Coordinator
Scott Davidson, Daniel McFarlane, 
Cieran McCusker: 
Projectionists

Annis Fitzhugh: Head of Print Studio
Sandra De Rycker: Editions Manager
Judith Burbidge, Scott Hudson, 
Claire McVinnie, Katie O’Mahoney,
Marianne Wilson:
Print Studio Coordinators

Meg Greenhorn: Communications Manager
Caley McGillvary, Chloe Milne, Jennifer Phin:
Communications Officers
Helen Macdonald: Communications Coordinator

Christine Sinclair: Visitor Services Manager 
Jessica McGoff: Sales and Ticketing Assistant

Sarah Derrick: Head of Learning
Jude Gove, Scott Hudson, Andrew Low, 
Lynne McBride: 
Learning Coordinators

Graeme Wallace: 
Head of Finance and Company Secretary
Lynda Rourke: Finance Assistant
Selkie Laggan: 
Finance Assistant and Visitor Assistant

Jenny Logan: HR Officer 

Lewis Smith: Sales and Retail Manager
Nicola Macrae, Laura McSorley: Retail Supervisors
Murray Cairncross, Sean Fitzgerald, 
Jackie Handy, Ralph McCann: 
Facilities Assistants
Louis Cruickshank: Facilities Assistant/Technician

Seth Allen, Alison Anderson, Salomeja Arelyte,
Carol Armstrong, George Arnott, Ross Batchelor,
Benn Brown, Ava Campbell, Jenny Case, Nicole
Cumming, Jo Delautre, Emer Dobson, Mickey
Fenton, Lorna Fleming, Taylor Flynn, Mhairi
Goldthorp, Clare Heggie, Tarka Heath, Stuart
Kabler, Joung Lee, Dana Leslie, Dominic Lloyd,
Freya Macleod, Alice Macpherson, Louise 
Mcfarlane, Andy McSorley, Laura Ould, Elspeth
Owen-Hughes, Eleanor Peters, Andrea El Sabi,
Miriam Seddon, Joseph Sweeney, Ewan Thomson,
Kirsten Wallace: 
Visitor Assistants
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