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We've seen a rebirth in recent years of the film musical,
introducing a whole new generation of filmgoers to the
joys of song and cinema. These films raise our spirits,
make us laugh or cry and soothe our souls when times
are tough. Modern jukebox musicals like Mamma Mia,
Rocketman, or Blinded by the Light incorporate our
favourite hit tunes right into the storyline. Others, like 
Bohemian Rhapsody, Judy or A Star Is Born, shine 
a light on the performer and give us a front row seat 
to enjoy their talents. But musicals have always been 
an important part of cinema history since the very first 
talking picture, The Jazz Singer. Thanks to the BFI 
Musicals season, we have a chance to show you some 
of the very best examples from cinema history. What
better way to escape from all your cares and woes than
by immersing yourself in some of the greatest musicals
ever made?  

If you are a regular DCA cinema goer, you’ll know that
our taste is eclectic and we always try to bring you a
wide range of what we think are the most exciting films
being made. This means that we can have a serious 
political thriller playing in a screen next to a popcorn
crowd pleaser, or a terrifying gore fest playing next to 
an animated film for families. But whether you come to
see a documentary, attend a Q&A event or enjoy one 
of our performance broadcasts, we like to think that if
you enjoy one cinema experience at DCA, you might
take a chance the next time and try something outside
your comfort zone.   

A snapshot of this theory in practice is our annual French
Film Festival. Bigger and better than ever, we’ve included
as many films as we could fit into our two screens –
11 screenings in total ranging from comedy to thriller, 
animation to classics, award winners to undiscovered
gems. Many of these titles will never get a release in the
UK so now is your chance to see why French filmmaking
has always been considered one of the gold standards
of cinema. A new addition to our calendar though is our
brand new collaboration with CinemaAttic. Committed 
to raising the profile of Spanish language films, they’ve
organised screenings and events across Scotland and
are now bringing their expertise and enthusiasm to
Dundee. We are delighted to be hosting them at DCA
and hope you will join us for what will surely become a
fixture in our programme.

Alice Black
Head of Cinema
Additional contributors:
Michael Coull, Brian Hoyle, Caley McGillvary,
Jennifer Phin, Mike Tait
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NewFilms

The Aeronauts      
Fri 8 – Thu 21 November

This dazzling adventure starring Eddie Redmayne
and Felicity Jones whisks us back to the 19th-
century, where a scientist and pilot make history
by ascending to unprecedented heights.

London, 1862. Spectators gather excitedly at the
balloon launch site while meteorologist James
Glaisher (Redmayne) anxiously waits for pilot Amelia
Wren (Jones) to make what proves to be a flamboyant
entrance. A young man of science desperate to be
taken seriously, Glaisher has little patience for Wren's
theatrics, while Wren understands that showmanship
attracts funding. Their flight will serve the dual 
purpose of breaking the French record for altitude
and helping Glaisher collect data to forward his 
controversial theories of weather prediction. As the
duo get higher, the air gets thinner and colder, and
difficult decisions must be made that could mean
the difference between life and death.

Written by Jack Thorne and directed by Tom Harper
(Wild Rose) The Aeronauts is both a jaw-dropping
spectacle and an intimate story of friendship and 
resilience. With beautiful performances from 
Redmayne and Jones, and lovely support from 
Yesterday star Himesh Patel and screen legend 
Tom Courtenay, this is a heart-warming tale for 
the whole family about sharing a bold dream, 
and trusting another to get you back home.

Dir: Tom Harper              
UK 2019 / 1h41m / PG
Subtitled screening Sun 17 November, 18:00
Bring a Baby Thu 21 November, 10:30

The Irishman        
Fri 15 – Thu 21 November

The Irishman is a richly textured epic of American crime, a dense,
complex story told with astonishing fluidity. Based on Charles
Brandt’s non-fiction book I Heard You Paint Houses, it is a film
about friendship and loyalty between men who commit 
unspeakable acts and turn on a dime against each other, and 
the possibility of redemption in a world where such a thing seems
as distant as the moon.

The roster of talent behind and in front of the camera is astonishing,
and at the core of The Irishman are four great artists collectively
hitting a new peak: Joe Pesci as Pennsylvania mob boss Russell
Bufalino, Al Pacino as Teamsters president Jimmy Hoffa, and
Robert De Niro as their right-hand man, Frank Sheeran, each
working in the closest harmony imaginable with the film’s 
incomparable creator, Martin Scorsese.

Dir: Martin Scorsese               
USA 2019 / 3h30m / 15
Senior Citizen Kane Thu 21 November, 10:30
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Little Monsters        
Fri 15 – Thu 21 November

From Shaun of the Dead to Scotland’s home-grown Anna and
the Apocalypse, there has been no shortage of zombie-survival
comedies in recent years. Sydney-based filmmaker Abe Forsythe’s
Little Monsters is a welcome addition to the growing subgenre of
the ‘zom-com’. Full of humorous gags, suspenseful scares and
fleshy gore, this is also a zombie survival film that is, sweetly, full 
of heart.

After a rough breakup, directionless Dave (Alexander England)
crashes at his sister’s place and spends his days expanding his
young nephew’s questionable vocabulary. When an opportunity
arises to chaperone an upcoming school excursion alongside 
charming and enigmatic teacher Miss Caroline (Lupita Nyong’o),
Dave jumps at the chance to impress her. What he wasn’t 
anticipating was Teddy McGiggle (Josh Gad), an obnoxious 
children’s television personality who shapes the excursion’s 
activities. What he was expecting even less was a zombie 
invasion, which unfolds after an experiment at a nearby military
base goes awry. Armed only with the resourcefulness of
kindergarteners, Dave, Miss Caroline, and Teddy must work
together to keep the monsters at bay and carve a way out with
their guts intact.

Doused with a generous helping of absurdity, and pitch-perfect 
in its timing, this genre comedy forges a path all its own, 
blending gore and wit like a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.
Writer-director Forsythe has crafted a wild, frenetic ride with 
Little Monsters, bolstered by a knowing self-awareness and an
uproarious cast.

Dir: Abe Forsythe               
Australia 2018 / 1h34m / 15
Ciné Sunday Sun 17 November, 11:00

Luce       
Fri 22 – Thu 28 November

In this eye-opening psychological drama, director
Julius Onah skilfully looks beneath the surface of the
American Dream. Elegant and energetic, Luce is a
complex and revealing film about trust, privilege, and
the human need to categorise the world as we see it.

It’s been ten years since Amy and Peter Edgar
(Naomi Watts and Tim Roth) adopted their son from
war-torn Eritrea. Luce Edgar (Kelvin Harrison Jr.) is
now an all-star student beloved by his community.
His African American teacher, Harriet Wilson (Octavia
Spencer), believes he is a symbol of black excellence
that sets a positive example for his peers. But when
Luce turns in a paper that makes an alarming 
statement about political violence, Harriet grows
concerned about her star pupil, and on searching 
his locker she finds something that confirms her
worst fears.

“We need to talk” is a message delivered frequently
in Lucebut it’s not always listened to. It’s that inability
to say what we mean – and our desire to see only
what we want – that leads to disaster in this tricky
drama. Anchored by standout performances by
Watts, Spencer and newcomer Harrison Jr., it’s a
strong film about race, family and trust that will 
connect with fans of smart, provocative cinema.

Dir: Julius Onah               
USA 2019 / 1h49m / 15
Subtitled screening Mon 25 November, 20:30
Bring a Baby Thu 28 November, 10:30
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Marriage Story        
Fri 22 – Thu 28 November

Revisiting some of the themes that made his debut film The
Squid and the Whale so resonant, writer-director Noah Baumbach
explores the highs and lows of a relationship in breakdown with
Marriage Story. Adam Driver and Scarlett Johansson deliver
some of their richest work as a couple whose once enviable
union crumbles under the weight of mounting resentments and
divergent needs.

Charlie (Driver) is a playwright who wants to stay in New York.
Nicole (Johansson) is an actor who's landed a coveted television
role that requires her to relocate to Los Angeles. Their geographical
dispute tests an already strained relationship. As Marriage Story
begins, the couple's divorce is already underway, with each 
side’s legal counsel deploying opposing tactics. Yet Baumbach's
elegant narrative goes back and forth through time, showing how
Charlie and Nicole fell in love and built a life together alongside a
detailed, blow-by-blow chronicle of their marital dismantling.

Baumbach's wise script goes from Bergman-esque drama, to
dark comedy, to surges of suspense, and is complemented by
the intimate 35mm camerawork of Robbie Ryan and by the 
precise, lived-in performances not only of Driver and Johansson,
but also of Laura Dern, Alan Alda, and Ray Liotta. Marriage Story
may have an ironic title, but its divorce proceedings double as a
moving post-mortem. Sometimes our most profound life choices
begin to cohere only in retrospect.

Dir: Noah Baumbach                 
USA 2019 / 2h16m / 15
Ciné Sunday Sun 24 November, 11:00

The Report       
Fri 22 – Thu 28 November

Highly acclaimed producer and screenwriter Scott Z.
Burns returns to the director's chair to helm this 
absorbing political thriller. Weaving together more
than a decade’s worth of real-life political intrigue,
Burns offers a clear-eyed account of Daniel J.
Jones’s fight to research and publish his damning
525 page report into the CIA’s use of torture post-9/11.

Senate staffer Jones (Adam Driver) is assigned to
lead an investigation into the CIA’s Detention and 
Interrogation Program. Analysing evidence, he learns
about the “enhanced interrogation techniques” –
proven to be brutal, immoral, and ineffective –
adopted by the CIA after 9/11. Some $80 million 
was spent; 119 detainees were interrogated. When
Jones and Senator Dianne Feinstein (Annette Bening)
attempt to release this information, the CIA and
White House go to great lengths to prevent the truth
from getting out. Hundreds of hours of interrogation
recordings were destroyed. What happened? 
Who is accountable? Faced with one seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle after another, Jones spent
half a decade finding out.

Burns deftly chronicles Jones' arduous investigation,
presenting flurries of information in a manner that's
simultaneously digestible and extremely alarming.
Brimming with authenticity, The Reportoffers us an
opportunity and a challenge to examine questions
about law and order that don't simply evaporate with
the turning of the news cycle.

Dir: Scott Z Burns                
USA 2019 / 2h / 15
Senior Citizen Kane Thu 28 November, 10:30



Knives Out       
Fri 29 November – Thu 12 December

Director Rian Johnson (The Brothers Bloom, Looper) returns with a propulsive mystery, mixing elements of Alfred Hitchcock
and Agatha Christie. Exercising his sharp-witted ear for dialogue, Johnson is in top form as a writer here, serving up hilarious
and eloquent material for an impeccable cast that includes Daniel Craig, Chris Evans, Jamie Lee Curtis, Michael Shannon,
Toni Collette, LaKeith Stanfield and veteran Christopher Plummer – just to name a few.

On the morning after his 85th birthday party, wealthy
crime novelist Harlan Thrombrey (Plummer) is found
dead on his estate. The eccentric Benoit Blanc (a terrific
comic turn from Craig) is assigned to the case and
immediately suspects foul play. Everyone is a suspect and, as the reading of the will draws closer and the investigation heats
up, Harlan’s money-grubbing family are revealed as far more conniving and competitive than they first appear. When Marta
(Ana de Armas), Thrombrey’s South American caregiver, finds herself entangled in the mystery, it becomes clear that no 
secrets are safe within the household – not even her own.

A master in blending genres, and with a keen eye for detail, Johnson employs unexpected cinematic tropes to keep the 
audience on their toes as the story weasels its way through twists and turns to a shocking conclusion. Irreverent, intelligent,
and, most importantly, pure joyful fun from beginning to end, Knives Out is a modern whodunit of the highest order.

Dir: Rian Johnson                
USA 2019 / 2h10m / 12A
Ciné Sunday Sun 8 December, 11:00
Senior Citizen Kane Thu 12 December, 10:30
Bring a Baby Thu 12 December, 10:30
Subtitled screenings Sun 1 December, 21:30 and Sun 8 December, 14:00
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“Irreverent, intelligent, and, most 
importantly, pure joyful fun.”
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Harriet        
Fri 29 November – Thu 5 December

Tony-winning Broadway actor Cynthia Erivo stars in Kasi Lemmons' inspiring biopic about renowned abolitionist Harriet 
Tubman,who escaped slavery and risked her life to lead others to freedom through the network of safehouses known as 
the Underground Railroad.  

Living under slavery on a Maryland plantation in the 1840s, Araminta Ross (Erivo) goes by the name Minty. About half the
state's Black residents are free and half enslaved. Minty knows the risk, but when opportunity comes, she sets out at night,
alone, to walk 100 miles north to Philadelphia. Along the way, Minty gains help from the loose collection of new friends and
abolitionists known as the Underground Railroad. Once in Philadelphia, she meets Marie (Janelle Monáe), a sophisticated,
free-born woman who helps her to claim her place and power in the new society. In a scene rich with emotion, Minty takes
her new name: Harriet Tubman. Against all advice but guided by her visions of God, Tubman returns south to lead her loved
ones to freedom, then returns again, now as a leader of the Underground Railroad. When Congress passes the Fugitive Slave
Act, no place in the US is safe. Now Tubman must lead her charges 500 miles north to a place where slavery was recently
outlawed: Canada.

Erivo was a discovery for many in Steve McQueen's Widows. Here she proves herself an exemplary leading woman, riveting 
in every scene, and giving her portrayal the scale and depth appropriate to such a legendary American leader. Lifting the
heroic icon from the pages of history and into an epic, timeless tale, Harrietbrings to the big screen the surge of faith, principle,
and raw courage that drove diminutive Araminta Ross to greatness. 

Dir: Kasi Lemmons                
USA 2019 / 2h5m / cert tbc
Ciné Sunday Sun 1 December, 11:00
Senior Citizen Kane Thu 5 December, 10:30
Bring a Baby Thu 5 December, 10:30
Subtitled screening Thu 5 December, 18:30

Our Sat 30 November, 13:00 screening of Harriet will be preceded by the short film Strike for Freedom:
Frederick Douglass in Scotland (duration 16m). This short documentary looks at legendary activist 
Frederick Douglass through a uniquely Scottish lens, exploring the time he spent in Scotland and the 
impact he had here as well as in the US.
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The Two Popes      
Fri 29 November – Thu 5 December

Directed by Brazil's Oscar-nominated Fernando
Meirelles (City of God) and starring two acting 
legends in Sir Anthony Hopkins and Jonathan Pryce,
this insightful story ushers us behind gilded doors to
watch the once and future Popes grapple with faith
and religious leadership in a rapidly changing world.

The year is 2013. Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio (Pryce) could not be a less conventional
candidate for the papacy. Dodging pomp at every
turn, he prefers walking or biking to limousines. 
He likes to tango and watch soccer with ordinary
people. Most importantly, he believes it is the
Church's obligation to respond to the shifting needs
of its followers –which makes him the opposite of
Pope Benedict (Hopkins), who regards any change
as a perilous compromise to the Church's integrity.
Nevertheless, Benedict realises that momentum is
building for Bergoglio to succeed him, so the men
meet and engage in a debate that reveals much
about their pasts and their visions for the future.

The Two Popes takes us beyond TV images of
smoke rising from the Vatican chimney into the
hearts, minds, and actions of those charged with
leading over a billion faithful. With brilliantly detailed
performances from Pryce and Hopkins, cinematic
flair, and surprising flourishes of humour, The Two
Popesmakes for a deeply rewarding experience.

Dir: Fernando Meirelles              
USA / UK / Italy / Argentina 2019 / 2h5m /
cert tbc
English, Spanish, Italian, French, Portuguese,
German and Latin with English subtitles

The Nightingale
Sat 7 – Wed 11 December

Australian director Jennifer Kent’s masterful ghost story The
Babadookwas a beautiful exercise in genre, using horror to 
explore the intimate and painful grief of a single mother. Her 
long-awaited follow-up, The Nightingale, is something of a 
departure; a brutal deliberation on colonial and misogynist 
violence presented in a way which reportedly prompted some 
audience members to walk out of screenings at Sydney Film 
Festival in June, but which the director herself has described 
as “honest and necessary”.

Set in 1825, the film focuses on Clare (Aisling Franciosi), a young
Irish convict, who endures horrendous degradation and abuse at
the hands of Lt. Hawkins (Sam Claflin), a British Officer to whom
she is indentured and who treats her as his personal property.
After Hawkins commits a truly barbaric act of savagery against
Clare and her family, she is compelled to chase him across the
Tasmanian wilderness to enact her revenge, enlisting the services
of an Aboriginal tracker named Billy (Baykali Ganambarr) as a
guide, a man who is also marked by trauma from his own violent
past. To help shape the film’s depiction of Tasmanian experience
and history, Kent worked very closely with Jim Everett, a Tasmanian
Indigenous elder, from very early on in the production, and he is
credited as an executive producer.

In a year which has seen widespread discussion on the 
representation of onscreen violence, The Nightingale emerges 
as a thoughtful, ambitious piece of filmmaking, committed to
reckoning with the implications of such depictions, as well as 
unflinchingly confronting the atrocities of Australia’s colonial past.

Dir: Jennifer Kent              
Australia / USA / Canada 2018 / 2h16m / cert tbc
Scottish Gaelic, Aboriginal and English with English
subtitles 
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Judy & Punch        
Fri 13 – Thu 19 December

Mirrah Foulkes’s imaginative first feature conjures a town given
over to fear, superstition, callousness, and mob rule, where a
scourge of witchcraft is met with ‘stoning days’. An allegorical 
period tale for a modern time, Judy & Punchwryly blends dark
humour, revenge-drama tropes, and tongue-in-cheek repurpos-
ing of stock elements from traditional Punch and Judy shows (a
beating stick, a baby, a crocodile...) to fashion a sophisticated,
satirical romp. 

In the rough-and-tumble town of Seaside (nowhere near the sea),
villagers flock to Punch and Judy’s marionette theatre. Though
Punch (Damon Herriman) proclaims himself the greatest 
puppeteer and his beating stick rouses cheers from the crowd, 
it’s Judy (Mia Wasikowska) who breathes artistry into the 
otherwise crude show. But during a drinking bout and a tragic
mishap with their child, the hot-tempered Punch brutally beats
Judy, leaving her for dead in the woods. Taken in by Doctor
Goodtime and a society of outcasts, Judy plots her revenge.

A combination of gleefully grotesque characters and a vividly
imagined backdrop lends the film a highly distinctive tone; there
is perhaps a touch of Monty Pythonor medieval Mad Max in this
feminist payback plot, that also evokes the heightened violence 
of Coralie Fargeat’s Revenge. But ultimately, Foulkes dark vision 
is entirely and deliciously her own. Take note, you can beat the
devil with your stick, but tomorrow the devil will be you.

Dir: Mirrah Foulkes                
Australia 2018 / 1h45m / 15
Subtitled screening Mon 16 December, 15:45

Le Mans 66       
Fri 6 – Thu 12 December

Racing cars for a living may be a noble pursuit or 
absolute folly but it sure as hell is exciting. In this 
follow-up to his superb Marvel reinvention Logan, 
director James Mangold tells the tale of real-life 
superheroes Carroll Shelby and Ken Miles. 
Mavericks of the first order, Shelby and Miles 
commandeered the resources of the mighty Ford
Motor Company in the 1960s to go head-to-head
with the gods of Italian auto racing. With standout
performances from Matt Damon and Christian Bale,
this story is pure adrenaline fuelled drama.

In the world of international racing heading into the
1960s, nobody could touch Ferrari, the ultimate fast
carmakers. Le Mans 66 follows the determined 
team of American engineers and designers, led 
by automotive visionary Carroll Shelby (Damon) and
his British driver, the eccentric Ken Miles (Bale) who
took on the challenge. Dispatched by Henry Ford II
and Lee Iacocca (Jon Bernthal), the unlikely duo are
tasked with building the Ford GT40, a new racing car
with the potential to finally defeat the perennially
dominant Ferrari racing team at the 1966 24 Hours 
of Le Mans race in France.

Mangold has combined the talents of his cast 
and craftspeople to deliver a dazzling rush of 
entertainment. Director of photography Phedon 
Papamichael has found new ways to shoot the 
race scenes to convey their speed and lethal danger,
and coupled with the fantastic sound design, it will
feel as if you are sitting right in the driver's seat.

Dir: James Mangold               
USA 2019 / 2h32m / 12A
Subtitled screening Thu 12 December, 18:30
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The Biggest Little Farm
Fri 6 – Thu 12 December

“Our version of a farm would be different. Plants,
wildlife, livestock; all working together.” John Chester’s
multi award-winning autobiographical documentary
feels incredibly timely following the recent UN report
on the horrifying, staggering loss of biodiversity across
the globe – much of it generated by over-farming, the
use of harmful pesticides and the banishment of wild
animals from agricultural land, all of which measures
are rejected by Chester and his wife Molly as they
begin their own DIY farm.

The Biggest Little Farmchronicles their eight-year
quest to create it, trading city living for 200 acres 
of barren land in hopes of farming in harmony with 
nature. Through dogged perseverance, they gradually
happen upon a bio-diverse design that returns 
sustenance to the land, creating sustainable habitats
for both their own animals and those visiting from 
the wild.

Featuring gorgeous cinematography of the natural
world, captivating animal stars, and delivering the 
urgent message that agriculture must respect wildlife
and work symbiotically with nature, not against it,
Chester’s essential documentary provides us with 
a vital blueprint for better living, sustainable food 
production and a viable planet.

Dir: John Chester               
USA 2018 / 1h31m / PG
Subtitled screening Wed 11 December, 13:00

Motherless Brooklyn        
Fri 13 – Thu 19 December

Widely acclaimed as one of his generation's finest actors, 
Edward Norton proves his skill behind the camera in this inventive
crime saga. Marked by a deep sense of place and compelling
performances from a cast that includes Alec Baldwin, Gugu
Mbatha-Raw and Willem Dafoe, Motherless Brooklyn is an 
offbeat detective story in which the hero seeks both to solve 
a murder and illuminate his own origins.

As young orphans, Lionel Essrog (Norton) and his three closest
friends were taken under the wing of Frank Minna (Bruce Willis).
Minna would send the boys on enigmatic errands, imbuing them
with street smarts, attitude, and a sense of purpose. Those four
boys became the Minna Men, an ersatz detective agency 
and limo service. When Minna is shot and left for dead, Lionel 
determines to solve this crime, plunging him into a Brooklyn 
underworld riddled with colourful characters, some possibly 
enemies passing as old friends. As his quest for truth leads him
further up New York's ladder of power, Lionel's investigation is
complicated by Tourette’s Syndrome, which leaves him prone to
compulsive behavioural tics and inappropriate verbal outbursts.

Norton brings compassion and humour to Lionel, whose 
condition inevitably leads to some knotty scenarios yet is never
played for cheap laughs. Working with acclaimed cinematographer
Dick Pope, Norton recreates 1950s Brooklyn with an alluring
specificity. The result is a story that feels both rooted and universal.

Dir: Edward Norton                
USA 2019 / 2h24m / 15
Ciné Sunday Sun 15 December, 11:00
Subtitled screening Wed 18 December, 18:00
Bring a Baby Thu 19 December, 10:30
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So Long My Son
Fri 13 – Thu 19 December

An ambitious project four years in the making and spanning three decades of Chinese history, the latest work by Sixth 
Generation filmmaker Wang Xiaoshuai is a magnificent family saga with the breadth of a sweeping popular novel. Defying 
the fast-forward thinking that has informed China's economic reform since 1978 – its rapid race towards a more prosperous
future resulting, often, in a disregard of the past – Wang crafts protagonists who dwell on their tragic histories and feel the need
to rewind painful memories again and again. 

The central trauma in So Long, My Son is the
death of Liu Xing, 12-year-old son of Liu Yaojun
and Wang Liyun. Moving from the aftermath of
the Cultural Revolution through the new ‘socialist market economy’, with its sudden riches and social inequalities, and in
the shadow of China's one-child policy, Wang paints a grand historical fresco about family and parenthood, the private 
and the political, and the process of mourning.

The film's storytelling, which moves back and forth in time, allows for a fluid and poetic depiction of the memories of one 
extended family against a backdrop of an ever-changing China. Powerful performances by Wang Jingchun and Yong Mei,
winners, respectively, of the Best Actor and Best Actress Silver Bears at this year's Berlinale, render with formidable authenticity
the tragic intimacy of a grieving couple growing old against personal and social upheaval. Wang's mesmerizing narration lasts
180 minutes, barely enough time to spend with these complicated, conflicted characters.

Dir: Wang Xiaoshuai               
China / 2019 / 3h5m / cert tbc
Mandarin with English subtitles
Senior Citizen Kane Thu 19 December, 10:30

“...a magnificent family saga with the
breadth of a sweeping popular novel.”



This special preview screening is followed by a
live satellite Q&A with Louis Theroux, director 
Ben Berman and special guests!
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Documentary

The Amazing Johnathan
Documentary
Preview screening + Q&A Tue 19 November, 18:15

What begins as a film on a unique magician who built a
career out of shock and deception in the 1980s becomes
a bizarre story about the unravelling of the documentarian.

After Johnathan is diagnosed with a terminal heart 
condition and given one year to live, he’s forced to retire
his act. Cut to three years later: Johnathan is not dead,
much to everyone’s amazement, and documentarian
Ben Berman films the illusionist on an epic comeback
tour. But as their mutual journey kicks off, Johnathan
drops a bombshell that sends the film spiraling into 
uncertainty. Embracing this unforeseen obstacle, Ben
delves deeper to determine what is truth and what is 
illusion. 

Built into the heart of this quick-witted and highly meta
story is an indelible commentary on the process and
ethics of making a documentary today. Issues of 
negotiation and access become the central threads
that reveal, and further cloud, our understanding of 
this elusive protagonist. This debut feature is a wild 
ride that careens off the rails in highly entertaining and
unexpected ways.

Tickets £9
£7 students, under 21s and claimants

Dir: Ben Berman               
USA 2019 / 1h31m + 30m Q&A / 15 

Shooting the Mafia
Sun 8 – Thu 12 December

Documentary virtuoso Kim Longinotto turns her camera 
on another pioneering woman and artist: Letizia Battaglia,
whose gritty photographs of Palermo's La Cosa Nostra
made her one of Italy's foremost observers of Mafia crime
during the bloody 1970s. Speeding past police on a Vespa
with a camera strung around her neck, she cut a striking
image – not only as the country's first female photographer
to work for a daily paper, but as a woman who found an 
unconventional calling in the second half of her life. Married
at age 16 to escape a controlling father, she was then 
prevented from attending school by her husband. Battling
mental illness and the confines of domesticity, she found 
liberty in documenting lawlessness. Now in her 80s, she 
remains an indomitable woman who charts her own course.

Dir: Kim Longinotto               
Ireland 2018 / 1h34m / cert tbc  
Italian with English subtitles   



CATALAN FILM FESTIVAL

Journey to a
Mother’s Room
Viaje al cuarto de 
una madre
Sat 23 November, 15:30

Since the death of her father, Estrella
(Almodovar regular Lola Dueñas) and
her daughter Leonor (Anna Castillo)
have wrapped themselves in a 
cocoon of uneventful, pedestrian
comfort. When Leonor breaks free
and leaves home to work as an au
pair in London, Estrella is faced with
an empty nest for the first time. 
Unexpectedly, Estrella soon finds 
her days fruitfully occupied by an 
unusual new hobby and an awkward
romantic prospect – both of which
spawn much hilarity. As it turns 
out, new-found independence is a
blessing more for the mother than
the daughter in this beautiful, 
touching film.

Dir: Celia Rico        
Spain 2018 / 1h30m / cert tbc
Spanish with English subtitles      

The Days to Come
Els dies que vindran
Sat 23 November, 20:45

Canto a la vida! A beautiful chant 
to life! Representing a generation to
whom financial considerations are
a brake on having kids, Els dies que
Vindran is an intimate glimpse of
new parenthood. 

Taking advantage of the actors’ 
real-life pregnancy, director Carlos
Marqués-Marcet makes the most of
the  chemistry between a hip young
couple who have to review their
carefree existence when a baby 
is added to the mix. With Els dies
que vindran, – just as in his Goya-
winning directing debut 10,000 km –
he captures all the beautiful and 
difficult moments of pregnancy.

Dir: Carlos Marques-Marcet        
Spain 2018 / 1h35m / cert tbc
Catalan with English subtitles       

Catalan Shorts              
Fri 22 November, 18:00

Pop-up film event team CinemaAttic
presents one of their famous short
film nights for the first time in Dundee!

Since 2010, CinemaAttic have been
bringing independent Spanish and
Latin American films to Edinburgh
and Glasgow with enhanced social
screenings – including Estrella
Damm beers and their well-loved
chit-chat breaks! This is a top-notch
hand-crafted selection of the best
Catalan short films from Scotland’s
Catalan Film Festival.

Whether you’re looking to dive into 
a new type of filmography, or eager
to revisit Catalan landscapes, 
CinemaAttic showcases why 
Catalonia has become an 
international filmmaking powerhouse.

Dir: Various        
Various countries / 1h39m / 
cert tbc
Spanish with English subtitles

CinemaAttic’s Catalan Film Festival brings some Mediterrean warmth to DCA this winter! This vibrant 
selection provides a multi-dimensional portrait of Catalan culture, with its own language and traditions.
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Promare
Tue 10 December, 18:15

The first feature-length film from the acclaimed studio Trigger, creators of the hit
series KILL la KILL and Little Witch Academia, and director Hiroyuki Imaishi,
Promare uses a bold cel-shaded visual style to tell a blistering action-adventure
story, and is the spiritual successor to many of Imaishi’s former works.

Thirty years has passed since the appearance of the Burnish, a race of flame-
wielding mutant beings, who destroyed half of the world with fire. When a new
group of aggressive mutants calling themselves Mad Burnish appears, the epic
battle between Galo Thymos, a new member of the anti-Burnish rescue team
Burning Rescue, and Lio Fotia, the leader of Mad Burnish begins.

Dir: Hiroyuki Imaishi           
Japan 2019 / 1h51m / 12A

Anime

The Aquatic City
The Tay is a dark and eerie river with an ignoble history of bridge disasters, whaling, pirating and shipwrecks. But its
biggest surprise has yet to reach the surface…  In this imaginative series of events, University of Dundee researchers 
invite you to imagine a Scottish Atlantis thriving beneath the water. Both events are free but ticketed. Please ensure you
book your free ticket for both events.

What Lurks Beneath
Sun 17 November, 11:00

An homage to the weird and wonderful world of B-movies, this short faux-
documentary by film artist Chris Gerrard splices together classic clips with
some new footage to tell the ludicrously fake story of the mysterious people
(and things) lurking beneath us in the eerie River Tay. Feast your eyes on this
unique archaeology of aquatic-themed film. Includes a short Q&A with the 
filmmaker.

Dir: Chris Gerrard         
1h / ages 15+

Song of the Sea
Sun 17 November, 13:00

Ten-year-old Ben and his younger sister Saoirse live in a lighthouse towering
over the sea with their gruff father, who is unable to get over the loss of his late
wife. Saoirse, now six, has never uttered a word, though Ben happily chatters
away for both of them. But we soon learn that Saoirse, like her mother before
her, is a selkie – mythological creatures that live as seals in the sea but shed
their skins to live as humans...

Dir: Tomm Moore         
Ireland / Denmark / Belgium / Luxembourg / France 2014 / 1h32m / PG

#helloDCA20 15
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Day / Film Times
Fri 15 November
The Aeronauts 13:00/15:15/18:00/20:30

The Irishman 13:30/18:00

Little Monsters 21:45

Sat 16 November
The Aeronauts 13:00/15:15/18:00/20:30

The Irishman 13:30/18:00

Little Monsters 21:45

Sun 17 November 
Little Monsters 11:00

Being Human: What Lurks Beneath 11:00

Song of the Sea 13:00

The Aeronauts 13:00/15:15/18:00/20:30

Bolshoi: Le Corsaire (Encore) 15:00
The Irishman 19:00

Mon 18 November
The Aeronauts 13:00/17:30/20:30

The Irishman 13:00/19:45

Little Monsters 15:30

Cabin in the Sky 18:15

Tue 19 November
The Aeronauts 13:00/15:15/20:45

The Irishman 13:30/18:00

The Amazing Johnathan Documentary  18:15

Little Monsters 21:45

Wed 20 November
The Aeronauts 13:00/15:15/18:00/20:30

Little Monsters 13:15/15:15/21:45

The Irishman 18:00

Thu 21 November
The Aeronauts 10:30/13:00/15:15

18:00/20:30
The Irishman 10:30/20:00
Little Monsters 15:00/18:00

Fri 22 November
The Report 13:00/15:30/18:00
Marriage Story 13:00/15:30/20:30
Luce 15:30/20:45
Catalan Shorts 18:00

Day / Film Times
Sat 23 November
Marriage Story 13:00
The Report 13:00/18:15
Journey to a Mother’s Room 15:30
Luce 15:30/21:45
Live from The Met: Akhnaten 17:55
The Days to Come 20:45

Sun 24 November 
Marriage Story 11:00/16:00/21:00
The Report 13:00/15:30/18:00/20:30
Cabin in the Sky 13:45
Luce 13:45/18:45

Mon 25 November
Marriage Story 13:00/18:00

The Report 13:00/15:30/18:00

Luce 15:45/20:30

Shextreme Film Tour 20:45

Tue 26 November
Marriage Story 13:00/18:00

The Report 13:00/18:00

Luce 15:30/20:45

Cabaret 20:30

Wed 27 November 
Marriage Story 13:00/20:30

The Report 13:00/15:30/18:00

Luce 15:30/20:30

Alice and the Mayor 18:00

Thu 28 November
The Report 10:30/13:00/15:30
Luce 10:30/15:30
Marriage Story 13:15/20:30
Farewell to the Night 18:00
NT Live: Present Laughter 19:00

Fri 29 November
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:00
The Two Popes 13:00/20:45
Harriet 15:30/18:30
La Belle Époque 18:00

Key
Bring a Baby 

Senior Citizen Kane
Performance Screening

Discovery Family Film Club
Subtitled

Ciné Sunday
Relaxed Screening
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Day / Film Times
Sat 30 November
CBeebies Christmas Show 13:00
Harriet 13:00/18:00
Knives Out 15:00/20:45
The Swimming Pool 15:30 
The Two Popes 18:00
Oh Mercy 20:45

Sun 1 December
CBeebies Christmas Show 10:30
Harriet 11:00/19:00
First a Girl 13:00
Knives Out 13:45/16:30/21:30

Jeannette 15:30
Joan of Arc 18:00
The Two Popes 20:45

Mon 2 December
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:00

The Two Popes 13:00/20:15

Harriet 15:30/18:30

The Swallows of Kabul 18:00

Tue 3 December
Knives Out 13:00/18:00

The Two Popes 13:00/15:30

Harriet 15:45/20:30

Invisibles 18:00

Warren Miller’s Timeless 20:45

Wed 4 December
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:00
The Two Popes 13:00/20:30
Harriet 15:30/18:30
Conviction 18:00

Thu 5 December
Harriet 10:30/10:30/15:30/18:30

Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:00
The Two Popes 13:00/20:15
School’s Out 18:00

Fri 6 December 
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:30
The Biggest Little Farm 13:00/18:15
Le Mans 66 15:15/18:30
Tommy 20:30

Sat 7 December
The Biggest Little Farm 13:00/18:15
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:30
Le Mans 66 15:15/18:30
The Nightingale 20:30

Day / Film Times
Sun 8 December
Knives Out 11:00/14:00/18:00

Pakeezah 13:00

Le Mans 66 16:00/20:45

The Biggest Little Farm 19:00

Shooting the Mafia 21:00

Mon 9 December
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/18:30

The Biggest Little Farm 13:00

Shooting the Mafia 15:15/20:45

The Nightingale 18:00

Le Mans 66 21:15

Tue 10 December
Knives Out 13:00/15:30/20:45

The Biggest Little Farm 13:00

Shooting the Mafia 15:15/21:00

Le Mans 66 18:00

Promare 18:15

Wed 11 December
Knives Out 13:00/15:45/21:30

The Biggest Little Farm 13:00/18:15

The Nightingale 15:15

Le Mans 66 18:30

Shooting the Mafia 20:30

Thu 12 December
Knives Out 10:30/10:30/13:00

15:45/21:30

The Biggest Little Farm 13:00

Le Mans 66 15:15/18:30

Sweet Charity 18:15

Shooting the Mafia 20:45

Fri 13 December
Motherless Brooklyn 13:00/18:00

So Long My Son 13:00/18:30

Judy & Punch 15:45/20:45

Sat 14 December
The Muppet Christmas Carol 13:00

Motherless Brooklyn 13:00/18:00

White Christmas sing-along 15:15

Judy & Punch 16:00/20:45

So Long My Son 19:00
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Day / Film Times
Sun 15 December
The Muppet Christmas Carol 10:30
Motherless Brooklyn 11:00/18:00
Judy & Punch 13:00/20:45
So Long My Son  16:00
Bolshoi: The Nutcracker (Encore) 15:00
Gremlins 20:00

Mon 16 December
Motherless Brooklyn 13:00/20:15
So Long My Son 13:00/19:00
Judy & Punch 15:45/18:00
The Umbrellas of Cherbourg 16:45

Day / Film Times
Tue 17 December
Motherless Brooklyn 13:00/20:15
The Umbrellas of Cherbourg 13:00
So Long My Son 15:15/19:00
Judy & Punch 15:45/18:00

Wed 18 December
Motherless Brooklyn 13:00/18:00
The Umbrellas of Cherbourg 13:30
Judy & Punch 15:45/20:45
So Long My Son 15:45/19:30

Thu 19 December
Motherless Brooklyn 10:30/18:00/20:45
So Long My Son 10:30/14:00
Judy & Punch 13:30/15:45/21:00
Gremlins 18:00

The Aeronauts   
Sun 17 November, 18:00
Luce   
Mon 25 November, 20:30
Knives Out  
Sun 1 December, 21:30 and 
Sun 8 December, 14:00

Harriet 
Thu 5 December, 18:30

Tommy
Fri 6 December, 20:30 
The Biggest Little Farm  
Sun 8 December, 18:30
Le Mans 66 
Thu 12 December, 18:30

Sweet Charity
Thu 12 December 18:15
Judy & Punch
Mon 16 December, 15:45
Motherless Brooklyn 
Wed 18 December, 18:00

Accessible Screenings 
Audio description is available on all screenings of The Biggest Little Farm, The Aeronauts, Harriet, Judy & Punch, Knives Out, 
Le Mans 66 andMotherless Brooklyn. The following films are subtitled: 

Relaxed Screenings
We are excited to bring you two Relaxed Screenings in this guide! These screenings are for anyone who prefers more consistent
sound and lighting, no adverts or trailers, and freedom to move around during the film. Tickets: £5
CBeebies Christmas Show 
Sun 1 December, 10:30

The Muppet Christmas Carol 
Sun 15 December, 10:30

DCA Film Quiz           
Mon 25 November, 19:00

November is a funny month; not quite autumn, not quite winter, nestled between those (easy-to-theme-a-quiz-around)
celebrations of Halloween and Christmas, it can feel a bit like waiting for December and all the accompanying merriment
to arrive. 

Luckily, your local independent cinema team has the perfect way to while away the hours of those ever-darkening chilly
evenings, as we provide a cavalcade of chin-stroking, head-scratching cinematic conundrums in what will be our last
Film Quiz of 2019. Bonfire night may be on the 5 November, but anyone who’s anyone knows that the real fireworks will
be between team members arguing over some insignificant but infuriating piece of filmic trivia.

Tickets £3 per person, for teams of up to five. Advance booking recommended.



DISCOVERY FAMILY FILM CLUB

CBeebies Christmas 
Show 2019
Sat 30 November, 13:00

This winter, follow the trail to your favourite annual
CBeebies Christmas Show, back on the big screen for 
a family-friendly cinema experience. This year's story 
is Hansel and Gretel, with Molly & Mack star Joshua
Haynes and CBeebies presenter Cat Sandion playing
the siblings who discover a very unusual house in the
woods...

This holiday season, laugh and sing along with your
favourite CBeebies stars and be part of a fabulous 
interactive show for all the family! This special screening
includes an exclusive, additional show made for cinema
audiences only starring the much-loved Justin Fletcher.

UK 2019 / 1h10m / cert tbc  
Relaxed screening Sun 1 December, 10:30

The Muppet Christmas Carol 
Sat 14 December, 13:00

What happens when you give a classic Dickens story
the Muppet treatment? A lot of laughs, songs and a 
terrific story too! Michael Caine takes on the part of 
miserable old miser Ebenezer Scrooge in this liberal 
but fun adaptation of A Christmas Carol.

The beak-nosed Gonzo takes on the role of Dickens 
and narrates the tale, along with the help of Rizzo the
Rat. They take us on a journey through a dank London,
filled with all your favourite Muppets and lots of talking
vegetables too! Important components of the Dickens
story remain, with Scrooge presiding over the destinies
of those who cannot meet their debts. But his deceased
business partners visit him one night promising that he
can’t continue his meanness. And so, he is visited by 
the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and future.

Dir: Brian Henson
USA 1992 / 1h25m / U 
Relaxed screening Sun 15 December, 10:30

Tickets are £5 for under 21s / £7 for adults, or a family ticket for four costs £20. Children under the age 
of 12 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
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Warren Miller’s Timeless          
Tue 3 December, 20:45

The only constant is change, but winter stoke is eternal. 
After seven decades of celebrating skiing and snowboarding,
Warren Miller Entertainment can confirm that nothing 
compares to the anticipation of another season.

Join the kickoff to winter with our 70th film, Timeless
presented by Helly Hansen, featuring ski legends like Glen
Plake, alongside newcomers like Catie Zeliff,Jaelin Kauf 
and Baker Boyd. Shot on location in British Columbia,
France, Austria, Switzerland, Colorado and Jackson Hole.
Amazing major prizes are up for grabs and swag to be won
at screenings. Timeless is more than a ski and snowboard
film, it’s an experience. Learn more 
at warrenmiller.co.uk

Tickets £11
Students, under 21s and claimants £8

Shextreme Film Tour 
Mon 25 November, 20:45
The world’s first film festival celebrating women in extreme
sports and adventure, Shextreme launches its first UK tour
this autumn. There is no shortage of amazing women in 
adventure. However, there is a shortage of filmmakers 
sharing their empowering stories on screen, and Shextreme
addresses this through its action-packed programmes 
of active, adventurous women, both on screen and behind
the camera.

Shextreme’s UK tour takes the best of the 2019 festival out
on tour, electrifying audiences with a selection of inspirational
stories, encompassing mountaineering, biking, surfing, 
skiing, slacklining and more. Prepare to be inspired!

Dir: Various
Various / Various / 1h27m / recommended 15  

The Shextreme Film Tour is screening in 
association with Dundee Mountain Film Festival,
which runs Thu 28 – Sat 30 November. Check
out the event programme at http://dmff.co.uk/
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Join us for BFI Musicals! The Greatest Show on
Screen, a UK-wide film season supported by 
National Lottery, BFI Film Audience Network and
ICO. Enjoy any two musicals in the season for £10!
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Cabaret 
Tue 26 November, 20:30

It takes a seriously great film to win 
eight Oscars in the same year as 
The Godfather and Deliverance, 
but that's exactly what Cabaret is.
Based on both Kander and Ebb’s
Broadway Musical and the writings
of Christopher Isherwood, Cabaret
is set in Berlin in the early 1930s, 
and throws the audience into the
maelstrom of the last days of the
Weimar Republic. 

Directed by Bob Fosse, Cabaret
follows the relationship between a
naive English writer (Michael York)
and an American singer (Liza 
Minnelli) who performs each night 
at the famous Kit Kat Club, a hotbed
of transgression and vice. In the
background of all this decadence,
the Nazis make their inexorable rise
to power. Often described as the
musical for people who don't 
usually like musicals, Cabaret is 
a masterpiece whose only flaw 
is that Minnelli, whose character 
is supposed to be a mediocrity, 
is simply too darn brilliant.

Dir: Bob Fosse
USA 1972 / 2h4m / 15

First a Girl 
Sun 1 December, 13:00

Did you know that one of the most
brilliant 1930s musicals was made 
in the UK? Sly, sparkling comedy
First a Girl is a joy to watch and
everything you need for your big
screen musical fix. This little-known
British adaption of the 1933 German
film Viktor und Viktoria (later remade
as Victor Victoria and similarly 
reworked in Shakespeare in Love)
sees a shop girl pretending to be a
boy in order to perform onstage as 
a female impersonator. First a Girl
stars Jessie Matthews (Evergreen),
one of the era’s biggest British stars.
She and Sonnie Hale were a 
successful screen partnership in
British cinema, and this is their 
most polished collaboration. Victor
Saville’s film mixes its clever conceit
with risqué comedy and impressive
song-and-dance numbers (including
the fabulous, feather-trimmed 
performance of Everything’s in 
Rhythm with My Heart) to thoroughly 
entertaining and surprisingly 
transgressive effect.

Dir: Victor Saville
UK 1935 / 1h38m / U

Cabin in the Sky 
Mon 18 November, 18:15

With its all-black cast, MGM’s 1943
musical Cabin in the Sky provided a
rare and invaluable showcase for
some of the era’s most legendary
African American performers.
Director Vincente Minnelli’s first 
feature, this Faustian fantasy stars
Ethel Waters, Eddie ‘Rochester’ 
Anderson and Lena Horne in her 
first and only leading role in an MGM
musical; with Louis Armstrong and
Duke Ellington and his orchestra 
performing alongside. With its 
dreamlike sets and then cutting-
edge production design, knockout
dance numbers and lively songs 
(including the Academy Award 
nominated Happiness Is a Thing
Called Joe, beautifully performed 
by Ethel Waters), it is a parable of
salvation and an elaborate fantasy 
of African American life, showcasing
a debut director exploring his craft
and a truly fantastic cast of under-
seen performers. 

Dir: Vincente Minnelli 
USA 1943 / 1h39m / 35mm / U
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Pakeezah 
Sun 8 December, 13:00

Quite rightly selected by former
Guardian film critic, Derek Malcolm,
as one of the 100 finest films of 
the 20th Century, Kamal Amrohi’s
Pakeezah is a stone-cold classic 
and arguably the perfect introduction
to the unique world of Bollywood. 

An unapologetically melodramatic
story of a beautiful tawaif – a highly-
trained courtesan and dancer –
who longs for love and acceptance,
but finds only tragedy, Pakeezah is
equally famous in India for the dramas
that went on behind the camera.
Writer-director Amrohi took 14 years
to finish the film, which he started
shooting in black and white, but 
entirely reshot in luminous 
Technicolor and Cinemascope, and
his marriage to the film’s brilliant 
but tragic star, Meena Kumari, who
essentially drank herself to death just
after the film’s completion, collapsed
more than once during filming. But 
somehow, it all works brilliantly, and
the film's influence on modern Hindi
cinema is insurmountable.

Dir: Kamal Amrohi
India 1972 / 2h27m / PG  
Hindi with English subtitles  

Sweet Charity  
Thu 12 December, 18:15

It may seem odd to call a big-budget
Hollywood musical like Sweet 
Charity an experimental film, but 
in many ways that’s what it is. 
The popular stage version, which
adapted the plot of Federico Fellini’s
film Nights of Cabiria and told the
story of the ups and downs of a
happy-go-lucky prostitute (Shirley
MacLaine), was the brain-child of
ace Broadway director and 
choreographer Bob Fosse. 

When Fosse was selected to direct
the film version, it was his first time
behind the camera, and he was 
determined to rethink his original
staging of musical numbers like
‘Hey, Big Spender’, ‘Rich Man’s
Frug’, and ‘Rhythm of Life’ to take
full advantage of the possibilities 
the cinema offered. Sweet Charity
is the last hurrah of the Golden-Age
Hollywood musical, and the 
beginning of something exciting 
and new, a style Fosse would hone
to perfection in his masterpieces
Cabaret and All that Jazz.

Dir: Bob Fosse
USA 1969 / 2h28m / PG 
Screening with English subtitles      

Tommy 
Fri 6 December, 20:30

Tommy is a film that aims for sensory
overload and achieves it with bells
on. The Who’s legendary rock opera
about a deaf, dumb and blind pinball
player who becomes a messianic
figure found its prefect director in
Ken Russell. Easily British cinema’s
most flamboyant filmmaker, Russell
was a Catholic convert with a 
penchant for religious imagery, and 
a music obsessive who had already
made a half dozen films about 
famous composers. His masterstroke
was to truly think of Tommy as 
an opera. He had Pete Townsend
rewrite and greatly improve his 
original arrangements and insisted
that Tommy be through-composed
with no spoken dialogue. 

With mind-blowing imagery, great
lead performances by Roger Daltry,
Ann-Margret and Oliver Reed, and
guest appearances by Elton John,
Tina Turner and Eric Clapton, if ever
a film demanded to be seen on a big
screen with the sound turned up to
eleven, this is it.  

Dir: Ken Russell
UK 1975 / 1h46m / 15  
Screening with English subtitles    
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The Umbrellas of Cherbourg
Mon 16 – Wed 18 December

Demy’s film opened in Paris on 19 February 1964 and
represented a milestone in cinema, albeit one marking a
road that few filmmakers have since taken: it’s a musical
in which all of the dialogue is sung. Michel Legrand’s
wonderful, romantic score does have big tunes but even
the everyday conversations in between – from the chat
of garage men knocking off from work to the shoptalk 
in the umbrella store of the title – are set to music, like 
a cinematic operetta. 

If that makes The Umbrellas of Cherbourg sound old-
fashioned, Demy’s film was anything but. The director
was one of the great, young, modern-minded filmmakers
who emerged during the French New Wave of the 1960s.
A loving tribute to old Hollywood musicals, it’s also a 
film that tackles very real-world issues, like unexpected
pregnancy, the Algerian war, parental pressures on their
children, and what happens to young love when time
and circumstances are against it. It made a star of
Catherine Deneuve, playing Geneviève, a teenage girl
working in her mother’s umbrella shop, whose mechanic
lover is drafted to fight in Algeria. Pregnant with his child
and pining for his return, she also attracts the eye of a
quiet young jeweller, Roland Cassard (Marc Michel),
whom her mother persuades her is a more eligible suitor.

Dir: Jacques Demy  
France 1964 / 1h31m / 15
French with English subtitles

Top Hat 
Sat 28 December, 15:30

The best-known, and probably best, of the Astaire-
Rogers musicals, Top Hat is pure screwball comedy:
Boy meets Girl, Boy argues with Girl (over his loud tap
dancing, no less); Boy and Girl fall in love. The formula,
however, allows for plenty of song and dance numbers
and the combination of an Irving Berlin score and the
immaculate choreography are irresistible. Astaire’s solo
on Top Hat, White Tie and Tails is a standout, but the
topper is the duet on “Cheek to Cheek”. Never was 
Ginger’s statement that she “did everything Fred did,
only backwards and in high heels” be more apt. 
Absolute magic. 

We are delighted to be screening a rare 35mm print of
this seminal feel-good musical. Don’t miss your chance
to hear its lavish songs and see its effortless, masterful
dance sequences on the big screen, amplified by the
iconic chemistry between Rogers and Astaire.

Dir: Mark Sandrich
USA 1935 / 1h33 / 35mm / U   
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Performance

NT Live: 
Present Laughter
Thu 28 November, 19:00

Matthew Warchus directs Andrew
Scott (BBC’s Sherlock, Fleabag) in
Noël Coward’s provocative comedy
Present Laughter, filmed live in front
of an audience.

As he prepares to embark on an
overseas tour, star actor Garry 
Essendine’s colourful life is in danger
of spiralling out of control. Engulfed
by an escalating identity crisis as 
his many and various relationships
compete for his attention, Garry’s 
few remaining days at home are a
chaotic whirlwind of love, sex, panic
and soul-searching.

Captured live from The Old Vic in
London, Present Laughter is a giddy
and surprisingly modern reflection on
fame, desire and loneliness.

Tickets £17.50
Students and under 21s £15

Bolshoi: 
The Nutcracker
(Encore)                                                   
Sun 17 November, 15:00

On Christmas Eve, the mysterious
Drosselmeyer brings a Nutcracker
doll as a gift for his goddaughter
Marie. At midnight, the doll comes 
to life and finds himself in a battle
against the Mouse King, determined
to save Marie from him.

In this timeless story accompanied
by Tchaikovsky’s beloved score, 
rising star Soloist Margarita Shrainer
perfectly embodies Marie’s innocence
and enchantment along with the
supremely elegant Principal Dancer
Semyon Chudin as The Nutcracker,
captivating audiences of all ages and
bringing them on an otherworldly
journey.

Tickets £17.50
Students and under 21s £15

Bolshoi: 
Le Corsaire 
(Encore)
Sun 17 November, 15:00

On the bazaar square of Andrinopolis,
the Pacha is struck by the beauty of
Medora and tries to buy her, but the
lovely young woman is not for sale.
As the transaction is about to come
to a close, Medora is kidnapped by
Conrad, a charming corsair who
catches her eye…

Bolshoi Prima Ballerina, the 
mesmerising Ekaterina Krysanova
and Leading Soloist Igor Tsvirko 
ignite Medora and Conrad’s passion
with undeniable intensity. Le Corsaire
remains a breathtaking production
reworked by Alexei Ratmansky, 
who has created enough dancing 
for nearly the entire troupe, along
with luxurious cinematic sets and 
a shipwreck, bringing the magic of
this company to life.

Tickets £17.50
Students and under 21s £15

NT Live: Present Laughter



French Film Festival
Bienvenue! Join us for the best in new and classic French cinema with
this fine selection from the 2019 French Film Festival. See any two films
in the season for £10!

Alice and the Mayor
Alice et le maire 
Wed 27 November, 18:00

This clever and quirky political comedy from Nicolas
Pariser follows the devoted Mayor of Lyon, Paul 
Théraneau (Fabrice Luchini), who, after thirty years 
in politics, has run out of new ideas. To remedy the 
situation, his aides bring brilliant 30-something 
philosopher Alice Heimann (Anaïs Demoustier) into 
the Mayor’s inner circle.

The resulting interactions between the Mayor and Alice
provide a gateway into what proves to be a lively, funny
and touching exploration of the way we live now through
the filter of two generations. Talky in the best possible
way, this is a classy but accessible film that will leave 
you with plenty of food for thought.

Dir: Nicolas Pariser  
France 2019 / 1h45m / recommended 15
French with English subtitles

La Belle Époque                                                      
Fri 29 November, 18:00

Actor and screenwriter Nicolas Bedos’ second feature
(following 2017’s Mr & Mme Adelman) focuses on a
unique service where wealthy clients can pay a high-end 
reenactment troupe to stage a carefully orchestrated
and totally convincing visit to a previous time of their
choosing – a premise similar to that of Westworld, with
actors in place of robots. 

Want to spend an evening as Marie Antoinette? 
Or pretend that you’re drinking buddies with Ernest 
Hemingway? In La Belle Époque, Bedos invents a 
way for that to happen, with the ulterior motive that it
might offer real-world audiences a uniquely satisfying
emotional experience if we were to follow the right 
kind of character. Daniel Auteuil, in his element, plays
crochety cartoonist Victor, who chooses relive his most
significant moment – the day he met his wife Marianne
(Fanny Ardant) in a rowdy Lyon café.

With a script that’s as ambitiously imagined as a Charlie
Kaufman movie, and featuring a soundtrack of hits 
from the likes of Dionnne Warwick and The Monkees, 
La Belle Époque is a clever, funny French romance that
is bound to delight.

Dir: Nicolas Bedos 
France 2019 / 1h53m / recommended 15  
French with English subtitles

#helloDCA20 25



French Film Festival

The 
Swimming Pool
La piscine    
Sat 30 November, 15:00

Join us for a newly restored version
of Jacques Deray’s breakthrough
film. The Swimming Pool was the
first in a series of glossy box office
hits that situated Deray as one of the
most successful French mainstream
filmmakers throughout the 1970s. 

The Swimming Pool is a tour de
force of erotic languor turning into
fear and horror. Lovers Marianne 
and Jean-Paul (Romy Schneider 
and Alain Delon) spend their vacation
in a villa near St Tropez. When 
Marianne invites her former lover
Harry (Maurice Ronet) and his
teenage daughter Penelope (a young
Jane Birkin) to stay, tension between
the adults rises – especially when 
Jean-Paul seduces Penelope. In 
this game of sexual jealousy and
possessiveness the consequences
are deadly. 

Dir: Jacques Deray 
France / Italy 1969 / 1h48m / 
recommended 12A 
French with English subtitles    

Oh Mercy
Roubaix, une lumière 
Sat 30 November, 20:45

Based on a true story and the 2008
TV documentary, Roubaix, that
brought it to the attention of the
French public, Arnaud Desplechin’s
Oh Mercy turns the routine police
work of a commissariat in Northern
France into a fatalistic human drama.

Experienced police chief Daoud
(Roschdy Zem) knows his city. He
finds it relatively easy to tell lies from
truth, whereas his colleague Louis
(Antoine Reinartz), fresh out of the
academy, is easily misled and 
constantly misunderstands those 
he encounters. Confronted with the
murder of an old woman, Daoud and
Louis must work to solve the case.
Among the potential suspects are
the neighbours who report the crime,
Claude and Marie (Léa Seydoux and
Sara Forestier). When the woman’s
body is found, Daoud realises 
something strange is going on, 
and Claude and Marie hold the 
answers...       

Dir: Arnaud Desplechin 
France 2019 / 1h59m / 
recommended 15 
French with English subtitles    

Farewell to 
the Night
L’Adieu à la nuit    
Thu 28 November, 18:00

Catherine Deneuve plays a woman
distraught to learn that her grandson
has become a jihadist in André
Téchiné's latest film, set once again
in the director's native southwest
France. 

The Pyrenees, Spring 2015. Muriel
(Deneuve), who runs a farm and 
riding school, is visited by her 
university-age grandson Alex (Klein),
who claims to be heading to Canada
for work. In reality, he has other
plans. Alex and his girlfriend Lila
(Oulaya Amamra) have espoused
the cause of Islamic fundamentalism,
and plan to go to Syria to become 
jihadis. 

Deneuve is effortlessly compelling 
as an unflappable embodiment of
tough love, and perhaps, symbolically,
of enduring traditional French values
in this gripping drama.

Dir: André Téchiné 
France 2019 / 1h43m / 
recommended 15
French with English subtitles  
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Joan of Arc
Jeanne
Sun 1 December, 18:00

Bruno Dumont's second film about
the historical heroine premiered in
the Un Certain Regard sidebar in
Cannes earlier this year. 

Adapted once again from the early
20th century theatrical works of
French writer and poet Charles
Peguy, this second instalment sees
the self-possessed Lise Leplat 
Prudhomme reprising her lead role.
Peppered with lip-synched musical
numbers composed by French
rocker Christophe, Jeanne follows
the legend through her different 
battles against the English in 1429
on to her capture, trial and eventual
execution only two years later.

This eccentric, semi-musical 
follow-up earned Dumont a special
mention by the Un Certain Regard
jury at this year’s Cannes Film Festival. 

Dir: Bruno Dumont 
France 2019 / 1h45m / 
recommended 15
French with English subtitles    

The Swallows 
of Kabul
Les Hirondelles 
de Kaboul    
Mon 2 December, 18:00

Based on the eponymous novel 
by Algerian writer Yasmina Khadra 
and directed by two women, The
Swallows of Kabul is a moving 
animated drama about two couples
struggling under the cruelty of 
Taliban rule in the Afghan capital.

Living in Kabul in the summer of
1998, passionate young lovers
Mohsen and Zunaira try to make 
the best of the fact that their freedom
is severely restricted under the 
Taliban. Meanwhile, a disillusioned
middle-aged couple, prison warden
Atiq and Mussarat, aren’t just 
contending with dangerous 
fundamentalists – her cancer has
progressed to such a point that
death seems imminent.

Dirs: Zabou Breitman, 
Éléa Gobbé-Mévellec  
France / Luxembourg / 
Switzerland 2019 / 1h21m / 
recommended 15
French with English subtitles   

Jeannette: 
The Childhood 
of Joan of Arc
Jeannette, l’enfance
de Jeanne d’Arc 
Sun 1 December, 15:30

The story of France’s patron saint,
martyred during the Hundred Years’
War, is told through the joyful noise
of a heavy metal musical. 

In the midst of the Hundred Years’
War, young Jeannette is first 
presented as a tween (Lise Leplat
Prudhomme), then as an adolescent
verging on womanhood (Jeanne
Voisin). She sings and dances 
along to hard rock played by an 
unseen band – French musician
Gautier Serre is responsible for the
raucous, upbeat tunes – whilst also
contemplating the war and her place
in God’s scheme. Director Bruno 
Dumont always challenges audience
expectations, and this bold retelling
is a biopic like no other.

Dir: Bruno Dumont 
France 2017 / 1h45m / 
recommended 15
French with English subtitles   



French Film Festival
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Conviction
Une intime conviction
Wed 4 December, 18:00

Based on a real-life murder trial, this
French courtroom thriller from writer-
director Antoine Raimbaul brings 
together a man accused of killing 
his wife and a woman obsessed 
with proving his innocence.

Law professor Jacques Viguier 
(Laurent Lucas, Lemming) is on 
trial for his wife Suzanne’s murder.
It's been nine years since her 
disappearance and, though public
opinion isn't on his side, he is 
acquitted due to lack of evidence.
But when the prosecution appeals
and declares a retrial, it seems like
the entire legal system is out to get
him. Enter Nora (Marina Fois, Sink or
Swim), a single mother and brasserie
chef, who is convinced of Viguier’s
innocence. Nora has painstakingly
gathered everything she could on
the first trial and convinces famous
lawyer Eric Dupond-Moretti (Olivier
Gourmet, Two Days, One Night) to
take the case. But Nora is hiding a
secret that could damage Viguier’s
chances of acquittal...

Dir: Antoine Raimbault
France 2019 / 1h50m / 
recommended 15
French with English subtitles   

School's Out
L’Heure de la sortie 
Thu 5 December, 18:00

When a high school teacher throws
himself from a classroom window,
his students are terrified, save for 
six individuals, who remain oddly
cool and unemotional. Pierre 
(played by Laurent Lafitte), the 
new substitute teacher, notices the
hostile behaviour of this close-knit
clique. Smart and precocious, the
six teenagers seem involved in a
mysterious plan, and Pierre is soon
sucked into their sinister game. 
His life turns into a nightmare as the
separation and misunderstanding
between the generations intensifies.

Cleverly flirting with genre conventions,
without ever truly becoming a horror
film, Sébastien Marnier’s elusive and
disquieting debut is as enigmatic 
as the creepy students at its core.
Impeccably performed and shot with
careful precision, this is one of those
films that truly gets under your skin.   

Dir: Sébastien Marnier
France 2019 / 1h43m / 
recommended 15  
French with English subtitles     

Invisibles
Les Invisibles 
Tue 3 December, 18:00

Social commentary, feminist anthem,
broad comedy with a side of rom
com – Louis-Julien Petit’s Les 
Invisibles is a marvellous genre-
bending confection. That these 
dimensions don’t fuse seamlessly,
but often collide, only serves to 
underline and expose the messiness
of its heroines’ lives – these 
‘invisibles’ society has left behind. 

Audrey and Manu run a day shelter
for homeless women, offering them
warm showers, hot meals, a little 
camaraderie and some crucial 
career guidance. When municipal 
officials decide that the centre isn’t
getting enough people off the streets
and back to work, they shut it down,
leaving Audrey and Manu to deal
with the consequences. The two
soon decide to keep it open 
clandestinely, allowing women to
stay at the centre overnight and
training them during the day to 
become confident, functioning
members of society      

Dir: Louis-Julien Petit
France 2018 / 1h42m / 
recommended 15 
French with English subtitles
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Christmas

Gremlins                                        
Sun 15 and Thu 19 December

Can it really be a 35 years since
Gizmo, Stripe and their anarchic 
offspring were immortalised in the
pop culture psyche forever? 
Gremlins remains one of the darkest
blockbusters in U.S. movie history,
and the sickest kids’ movie good 
old Stephen Spielberg ever loaned
his name to: lest we forget, the 
malicious violence on display
prompted the U.S. ratings board 
to create the PG-13 rating and it 
was rated 15 here in the UK until 
as recently as 2012. Not that any 
of this stopped Gremlins from 
becoming one of the highest 
grossing films of 1984 of course, 
and a staple of many families’ 
yuletide viewing habits. 

A deliciously parodic blend of 
‘50s-inspired creature feature, 
small-town American festive kitsch,
‘80s goodness (including an early
film role for Corey Feldman) and
heart-warming one-boy-and-
his-Mogwai adventure, Gremlins
is a mischievous, subversive festive
treat, no matter how old you are. 

Dir: Joe Dante     
USA 1984 / 1h46m / 12A

Elf                                         
Sun 22 December, 18:00

One of the busiest men in Hollywood
currently, Jon Favreau directs – and
cameos in – this silly and sweet
stocking-filler film which, for many
families, Christmas just isn’t 
Christmas without. 

Buddy the Elf (Will Ferrell) grows up
realising he is very different from all
the other elves at the North Pole; 
but how was he to know that he is 
in fact a human who accidentally
made his way to Santa’s workshop
after crawling into St. Nick’s sack 
as a baby? Horrified to learn that 
his biological father is on Santa’s
naughty list, Buddy sets off for the
bright lights of New York City to 
try to connect with his old man 
Walter, played with deadpan relish
by James Caan. Ferrell’s
improvisational elf-out-of-water 
routine is a delight and there are
plenty of cheeky winks to the films 
of Christmas past, especially in the
cutesy stop-motion animated critters
who populate this film’s version of
the North Pole. Like Buddy himself,
there’s more than enough Christmas
cheer here to melt even the coldest
hearts. 

Dir: Jon Favreau   
USA 2003 / 1h36m / PG

White Christmas
Sing-a-long
Sat 14 December, 15:15

White Christmas is the definitive 
seasonal musical – and now you 
can sing along!

The story may be a simple variation
on the “let’s put on a show” formula,
but it all feels fresh thanks to a witty
script, Michael Curtiz’s unfussy 
direction, a roster of great Irving
Berlin songs and a wonderful cast.
Bing Crosby makes it all seem 
effortless, whether he is crooning 
the title song, delivering a moving
speech to old army buddies or 
doing a drag-act. Rosemary Clooney
is a perfect sparring and singing
partner for him and Vera-Ellen really
comes into her own in the dance 
sequences. However, the film is all
but stolen by that extraordinary 
jack-of-all-trades, Danny Kaye, who
makes a role originally written for
Fred Astaire entirely his own. This
was the first film shot in Vista-Vision,
and the sumptuous, widescreen
Technicolor images and the elaborate
musical numbers demand to be
seen on a big screen.

Dir: Michael Curitz    
USA 1954 / 1h55m / U



30 www.dca.org.uk

On Sale Now
It’s a Wonderful Life      
Fri 20 – Tue 24 December

Like overcooked poultry, Brussels sprouts, indigestion and the
Queen’s Speech, It’s a Wonderful Life is a Christmas tradition. 
However, unlike these things, Frank Capra’s masterpiece is both
tremendous fun and good for you. Far from being a saccharine, 
sentimental wallow, this film, in little over two hours, manages to 
run the gamut of human emotions, from total joy to utter despair.

Unquestionably made to give hope to post-war America, the film
shows us all the hardships of life in a world shaped by global conflict
and economic depression, yet, in a final sublime moment of catharsis,
reminds us why every individual matters and why life is worth living.
But this is not just a film of its time; over 60 years on, It’s a Wonderful
Life not only continues to give comfort, but remains as vital and 
relevant as ever.

Dir: Frank Capra              
USA 1946 / 2h10m / U

Star Wars: Rise of Skywalker        
Fri 20 December – Sun 5 January

Ever since audiences first jetted off to that galaxy far, far away, Star
Warshas charmed and delighted generations with electrifying tales of
daring pilots, peaceful Jedi and very hairy Wookiees. And now, after
eight episodes, the Star Wars saga as we know it is finally coming to
an end with The Rise of Skywalker.

Director J.J. Abrams returns to conclude the story he set up in 
2015'sThe Force Awakens, completing not only Rey and Kylo Ren’s
journeys, but also possibly saying goodbye to iconic characters 
such as R2-D2, Luke Skywalker (could he still be alive?) and even
Princess Leia, who appears in the film using previously cut footage.
Plot details are a mystery for now; but really, would we have it any
other way? What we do know is that somewhere along the way, our
heroes will have to face not only Kylo Ren and the First Order, but
also the resurgence of an old, old enemy in the form of The Emperor
(played by Carnoustie’s own Ian McDiarmid), who hasn’t been seen
since the end of Return of the Jedi.

As we reach the end of another year, what could be a greater 
Christmas gift for young and old than the final (for now, at least) 
instalment in the Star Wars saga? 

Dir: J.J. Abrams               
USA 2019 / duration tbc / cert tbc



Access
DCA welcomes everyone and we are committed to making our programme 
and facilities accessible. We accept the CEA card. Application forms and further
details are available from Box Office as well as large print copies of DCA print
material. Guide Dogs are welcome in our cinemas. Details of audio-described
and subtitled screenings are listed in our print and online at our website.

For further information on access please contact us on 01382 432444.

DCA Cinema is supported by:

DCA follows BBFC recommendations. For further details about film classification or for extended film 
information, please refer to www.bbfc.co.uk

B R E A K F A S T 
1 0 : 0 0  -  1 2 : 0 0
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Bookings:
01382 432 444
www.dca.org.uk
DCA Box Office is open daily from 10:00 until 15 minutes after 
the start of the final film.

Standard prices
£7 before 17:00
£8 from 17:00*
DCA members enjoy £1 off tickets for standard screenings*
Red Card Plus members enjoy £0.50 off tickets for standard screenings*

Concessions**
Over 60s
£6 before 17:00
£7 after 17:00
Students and under 18s 
£5.50 all day
Claimants
(Jobseekers Allowance, Disability Living Allowance, Housing Benefit)
£5 all day
Disability
Free carer’s ticket on production of valid CEA card

*There are some pricing exceptions, please see film information for further information.
**Please bring proof of your status to DCA when purchasing or picking up reduced tickets.

Special Screenings:
Senior Citizen Kane Club
Over 60? Join us for a film with tea/coffee and biscuit – £6.50

Bring a Baby Screenings
For those with babies under 12 months old, includes tea/coffee 
and biscuit – £6.50

Discovery Family Film Club
£5 under 21s
£7 over 21s
Family ticket for four people £20

Relaxed Screenings
Relaxed screenings with consistent lighting and lower sound levels – £5

Ciné Sundays
Film, breakfast roll and tea/coffee – £9

Tickets cannot be exchanged or refunded after purchase except in the case of a cancelled performance.

Ticket offers are subject to availability and may not be used in conjunction with any other offer.

All tickets must be paid for at point of booking.

Whilst every effort is taken to ensure the accuracy of information within this guide, mistakes do happen. 
DCA reserves the right to make changes to the programme as necessary.

DCA reserves the right to refuse admission.

DCA asks all customers to refrain from using mobile phones in the cinema.

Customers are welcome to take their drinks into our Cinemas, but are asked to refrain from going back 
to the bar during the screening.

Dundee Contemporary Arts Twitter @DCAdundee
152 Nethergate Instagram @DCAdundee
Dundee DD1 4DY Facebook DCA.Dundee
Registered Charity no: SC026631
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