SAT 20 OCTOBER TO SUN 4 NOVEMBER 2018

Scotland’s International
Film Festival for
Young Audiences

FILMS,
WORKSHOPS
+ ACTIVITIES
FOR KIDS, TEENAGERS
AND FAMILIES

HELLO!

WELCOME TO DISCOVERY FILM FESTIVAL 2018!
We’ve searched the globe for the most outstanding short films and features for
young audiences, and this year promises another bumper crop of funny, entertaining,
moving and inspiring filmmaking of all kinds. There are creative workshops and
activities for all the family available alongside the films, and two exciting exhibitions
in DCA Galleries. See you at the festival!
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk | 01382 432 444
Film tickets (unless otherwise stated):
Under-21s: £5 | Over-21s: £6 | Family Ticket for four people: £19

THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL: CREATE SPACE
Open daily unless being used for a workshop
(give us a call on 01382 432 444 if you’re making a special trip)
Free, drop in.
Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times.
DCA Create Space is a wee gem; a comfortable and imaginative space right
next to the gallery designed for younger visitors and family groups to pop in
and enjoy on a visit. You can have a go at DIY art and film related activities,
browse our excellent children’s art and film library and make connections
with the exhibitions and films in the Discovery programme.
Take your artwork home, leave it on display or photograph and
share it online using #hellodca
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OPENING GALA

Belle and Sebastian,
Friends for Life
Belle et Sébastien 3, le dernier chapitre
Sat 20 October, 15:00
We’re delighted to open this year’s festival
with the latest tale about Sebastian and
his beautiful Pyrenean mountain dog Belle.
This is a charming tale for all the family, even
if you haven’t followed Belle and Sebastian’s
previous adventures together.
Life in Belle and Sebastian’s village perched
high in the French Alps continues, only
slightly complicated by Belle having had three
adorable puppies, who seem to need an awful
lot of chasing after and gathering together.
But when Sebastian’s guardian Angelina and
her boyfriend Pierre announce they are to get
married and are planning to leave the mountain,
Sebastian fears the worst: he has no wish to
leave behind the life he has grown to love.
And then a whole new problem arises when
a sinister stranger named Joseph arrives in the
village, claiming to be Belle’s previous owner
and demanding to take the dog and her puppies
away with him. It’s up to Sebastian to do whatever
it takes to keep his extended family together…
The gorgeous snowy Alpine locations and a
story about the importance of family and the
little acts of heroism required to keep folk
together all come together here in a thoroughly
enjoyable tale that’s a perfect way to launch
this year’s festival. See you there!
Dir: Clovis Cornillac
France 2017 / 1h37m / Ages 8+
French with English subtitles

Do you have your own canine
best friend? Send us a selfie with
them tagged #DiscoveryFilmFest
by Sat 20 October and you could
win tickets to the festival film
of your choice!

OPENING GALA WORKSHOPS
Discovery Art Cart Adventures
11:00 – 15:00
Ground floor / Free, drop in
Join the Discovery Art Cart to find out more
about the characters and creatures featured
in our screenings and workshops, and make
your own character.

Find the furry friends!
11:00 – 17:00
Around DCA / Free, drop-in
Can you find the ten fluffy dogs we’ve
hidden around the ground floor of DCA?
Pick up your sheet from Create Space and
claim your reward from Box Office when
you’ve spotted them all!

Opening gala reception
17:00 – 18:30
Create Space /
Free with your cinema ticket
Join us after the film for fun, hands-on
activities inspired by Belle and Sebastian’s
adventures – and of course there’ll be cake
and refreshments too.
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WORKSHOPS
Quirky characters

Shorts for Wee Ones
Sun 21 October and Sat 3 November, 10:30
Relaxed screening: Sun 28 October, 10:30
We select this collection of short films from
around the world for some of the youngest
audiences at the festival, and every year we
enjoy seeing how audiences react.
Once again the stories we’ve chosen come from
a whole range of different countries: this year
we journey to France, the Netherlands, Germany,
Sweden and the USA. There’s a penguin whose
attempts to serve drinks at a birthday party lead
to utter chaos, a mystery fish who will only swim
at the surface of the sea, and a little girl who
insists on moving in to live with the animals at
the zoo. A large green bird has some difficulties
with a big bell and a very frisky egg, and we learn
what happens when some dots start thinking
(and eating) outside the box. Plus – and this is an
absolute first for Discovery Film Festival – screen
giant Samuel L. Jackson gives us his finest,
funkiest, flashiest Tyrannosaurus Rex in a truly
jaw-dropping, mind-boggling and foot-tapping
four minutes!
All these short films are in English or are dialogue
free. These magical tales will delight children age
3+ and are a colourful introduction to the cinema
experience. For films for even younger children,
see Shorts for Tinies on p37.
Dirs: Various
Various countries 2016-17 / 45m / Age 3+
English or dialogue free
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Sun 21 October, 11:30 – 12:30
Create Space / £1 per person with your
cinema ticket, including accompanying
adults / Suitable for ages 5+ with
grown-ups helping
Come along and make a quirky character
inspired by your favourite film from Shorts
for Wee Ones. We will have artists and
animators on hand to help create wee
animated scenes on the wall. A fun taster
about character design.

Relaxed Workshop:
Stunning scenes and settings
Sun 28 October, 11:30 – 12:30
Create Space / £1 per person with your
cinema ticket, including accompanying
adults / Suitable for ages 5+ with
grown-ups helping
Join us to explore the amazing places,
scenery and sets featured in Shorts for Wee
Ones. We’ll look underwater in the sea, at
cityscapes and skies all made in different
materials. You can have a go at making your
own and imagine being right there…

Let’s make our own zoo!
Sat 3 November, 11:30 – 12:30
Create Space / £1 per person with your
cinema ticket, including accompanying
adults. / Suitable for ages 5+ with
grown-ups helping
Inspired by the people and animals featured
in Shorts for Wee Ones, we’ll design and
make our own zoo set. We’ll have artists on
hand to help with the making plus lots of
materials and glue. Let’s go wild…

Shorts for Middle Ones

WORKSHOPS

Sun 21 October, Sat 27 October
and Sat 3 November, 11:45

Animation magic

Fresh and inventive, this collection of new short
films from around the world offers something for
everyone from the age of eight and up. A mix of
both live action and animation, these films offer
some very distinctive world views.
We watch relationships develop through the
power of sport (gymnastics and basketball), the
paper-based genesis of a new canine superhero
and visit a chic Parisian restaurant with a truly
unique menu for its most discerning clientele.
We watch a fresh way of interpreting art in a
gallery, and see how an old, forgotten Rubik’s
Cube finds a whole new audience. The dark and
dangerous realities of the deep are chillingly
explored in an ecological twist on the unseen
world of the Blue Planet.
Plus there are some madcap antics in two very
different films about what happens when a pair
of budgerigars suddenly discover their freedom…
Nearly all the films are dialogue free, with a
couple in English – and one which has some
brief subtitling of the original Arabic.
Dirs: Various
Various countries 2016-17 / 60m / Age 8+
English, dialogue free or (in one film) Arabic
with subtitles.

Sun 21 October, 14:00 – 16:00
Create Space / £1 per person with your
cinema ticket, including accompanying
adults. / Suitable for ages 5+ with
grown-ups helping
Spend some time creating a Norman
McLaren-inspired scene on our iPads.
Using your finger as your main tool, you can
create animations in two different styles,
and try making paper cut-out scenes.

Discovery Art Cart Adventures
Sat 27 October, 11:00 – 15:30
Sun 28 October, 13:00 – 15:30
Sat 3 November, 11:30 – 12:30
Ground floor / Free, drop in /
Suitable for all ages
Join us at the Discovery Art Cart for fun
film-related activities and take-away ideas.

Making the Discovery ident
Sun 28 October, 14:00 – 15:30
Free, but please book in advance
Suitable for ages 8+
Join our Young Ambassadors to hear how
they made the ident that plays before our
Discovery Film Festival screenings, and
learn how you can make one too using lots
of plasticene!
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AMBASSA

D

Niñas araña
Sun 21 October, 11:00
We’re a group of film fans aged between 15
and 19. Over the past few months we’ve been
carefully selecting films from around the
world that we believe will resonate with the
youth of today, from a gritty true story about
life in Chile, to an independent musical about
LGBTQ teens. We’ll be helping out during the
festival with ushering, introducing the films,
lending a hand at workshops and more:
see you there!
We’re always looking for new members of
the DYA team to help out with all aspects
of planning and delivering Discovery Film
Festival. Are you aged 15–19 with a love
for film? If doesn’t matter if it’s the latest
blockbusters or the artiest art house, as long
as you’re keen to be involved in the festival
we’d like to hear from you. Email Mike for
more info at mike.tait@dca.org.uk.

Spider Thieves is part of DCA’s weekly
Cine Sundays programme, where you
can get a breakfast roll and a hot drink
with your cinema ticket, all for £8
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Driven by a desire to have all the cool and trendy
stuff they see advertised in TV commercials and
department stores, three Chilean teenage girls
from a Santiago shanty town set in motion a
plan to climb buildings and plunder expensive
apartments. Word spreads and soon enough they
became the notorious ‘spider thieves’, but the
impact of the nation’s interest begins to change
their friendship and family relationships.
Inspired by actual events, this riveting teenage
thriller offers a compelling social commentary
on dreams, class, and unfulfilled expectations in
contemporary Chile. As director Guillermo Helo
says, “It’s neither a biopic, nor a documentary.
It is a story about friendship, disappointments,
dreams, adventure, vertigo, companionship, and
the ingenuity of these young girls, who at heart
only sought to enjoy the things they could
never have.”
Dir: Guillermo Helo
Chile 2017 / 1h34m / Age 15+
Spanish with English subtitles
The Discovery Young Ambassadors said:
“Enjoyable … a well-structured narrative …
full of character … the comedic moments
contrasted the bleak circumstances …
interesting plot and characters … nice use of
cinematography/colour to contrast between
the shanty town and the luxury apartments …
the soundtrack fitted well”

C T I ON

DISCOVERY
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Spider Thieves
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Introducing the
Discovery Young
Ambassadors

Science Fair

Shorts for Tinies

Sun 21 – Thu 25 October

Sat 27 October, 10:30

Every year the Intel International Science and
Engineering Fair offers thousands of young
people from around the world a stage from
which to present their scientific proposals and
inventions to a prestigious lineup of judges and
fellow high schoolers. With the added incentive
of a $75,000 prize for the winner of the best
overall project, it’s like a massive Britain’s Got
Talent – but for science geeks.

Last year’s Shorts for Tinies events, aimed at
audiences aged under five, were all sell-out
successes. Taking just a few of the titles from
our Shorts for Wee Ones collection, this fully
interactive session offers not just fantastic films
but also related creative activities, all presented
in the cinema.

Following several wannabe champions through
the various stages of their route to the 2017
finals, we are introduced to a broad range of
characters from very different backgrounds
around the world. We meet Myllena and Gabriel
from Brazil, who have identified a protein
capable of interfering with the spread of Zika
in the human body; German student Ivo, who
dreams of revolutionizing aeronautics, and West
Virginia maths genius Robbie, who’s obsessed
with computer programming and has rewired the
school’s calculators to spit out Shakespearean
insults (e.g. “thou art an unwashed buttock”).
Winner of the first ever Audience Award at the
prestigious Sundance film festival, this is an
affectionate and hugely entertaining look at
the world of the science nerd.

The 45 minute programme will mix the film
screenings with fun activities which give the
audience the chance to respond to what they
have just enjoyed seeing on the big screen. The
session will be led by a creative arts workshop
professional, and all materials will be provided.
All the short films are in English or are dialogue
free. Please note that all accompanying adults
will be asked to help out with the practicalities
and take a full part in the session. Maybe
including some dancing: you have been warned
(there are no seats at the back).
Dirs: Various
Various countries 2016-17 / 45m /
Ages up to 5 (and their older assistants)
English or dialogue free

Dirs: Cristina Costantini, Darren Foster
USA 2017 / 1h30m / Ages 12+
English, German and Portuguese with
English subtitles
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Orchestra Class

Pasos de héroe

La Mélodie

Sat 27 October, 11:00

Sun 28 October, 11:00

Despite having lost a leg to a landmine
during the civil conflict in his native Colombia,
10-year-old Eduardo is determined not to
miss out on any opportunities in life. When
his parents enrol him in a nearby boarding
school, he finds it difficult to fit in at first. His
passion for football soon finds him at the heart
of a new soccer team, which he forms with his
new friends who also have physical disabilities.
With the support of his music teacher and
fellow student Valentina, he signs the team
up to take part in a local football tournament.
But he reckons without the expectations of the
authoritarian school headteacher, Mr Lucio,
who already has plans for the school to be
represented by a team of non-disabled players.
Can Eduardo and the team make it to the
competition, and if they do, can they even
begin to think they might actually win it?

Hugely talented but out of work, classicallytrained violinist Simon finds himself forced to
take a teaching job at an inner-city school in
Paris. There he meets Arnold, who’s painfully
shy but demonstrates a natural musical
talent and the drive to succeed. Refreshed by
Arnold’s commitment and the raw energy of his
classmates, Simon rediscovers his enthusiasm
for life and his passion for the music he creates.
But will the young orchestra class be able to
master the musical skills required for an
end-of-year performance at the prestigious
Paris Philharmonic?

Dir: Henry Rincón
Colombia 2016 / 1h31m / Ages 8+
Spanish with English subtitles

Dir: Rachid Hami
France 2017 / 1h42m / Age 15+
French with English subtitles
Our Young Ambassadors said: “Very engaging
… a heartwarming film that hits all the right
notes … great chemistry between the actors …
a familiar plot but still enjoyable … very natural
performances … (spoiler alert!) it was nice
that in being a French film it didn’t have
a tragic ending”

Orchestra Class is part of DCA’s weekly
Cine Sundays programme, where you can
get a breakfast roll and a hot drink with
your cinema ticket, all for £8

C T I ON

Hero Steps

The debut feature from Colombian writer/
director Henry Rincón, Hero Steps is a call to
respect differences, to show the importance
of having dreams and working hard to
achieve them.
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Supa Modo

A Bag of Marbles

Sun 28 October, 11:40

Un sac de billes

A huge fan of superhero and action movies,
nine-year-old Jo lives in hospital. When her
family are told that her illness is terminal and
there is nothing further that can be done for
her, she returns to her village. While her mother
is very protective of her, Jo’s older sister Mwix
decides she should have the chance to fulfil
her dream of being a superhero. Convincing the
whole village to help out, Mwix makes sure that
Jo’s final days are full of moments where she is
called upon to play the hero and demonstrate
her superpowers. But maybe being a real hero
is a whole lot more than catching thieves and
stopping runaway trucks?

Sat 3 November, 10:45

With its heartfelt belief in the power and
positivity of imagination, this is a film that
finds joy in even the saddest of situations.
Demonstrating enormous strength in adversity,
our young caped crusader makes her distinctive
mark in the world around her and shows that
superheroes really do come in all ages, shapes
and sizes. It may sound like a sad tale, but
instead it offers an uplifting insight into the
hidden strengths that young people can show,
and the humour and joy that can be found in
even the darkest hour.
Dir: Likarion Wainaina
Germany / Kenya 2018 / 1h14m / Age 8+
Kikuyu, Swahili and English with
English subtitles

This heartwarming adaptation of Joseph Joffo’s
enduring memoir gives an account of the Nazi
occupation of France through the eyes of two
young Jewish boys. The story starts in Paris in
1941, where Joseph and Maurice are the sons
of Roman, the local barber. At ages 10 and 12,
the boys have so little understanding of the
persecution of Jews that Joseph thinks nothing
of swapping his yellow star for a bag of marbles.
Despite their naiveté, Roman knows that their
best chance to escape the Nazi roundup is to
flee on their own to Vichy France, where their
older brothers Albert and Henri have found safe
haven. Always one false move from tragedy, these
tenacious children survive on courage, ingenuity,
and more than a bit of cunning as they make
their precarious way through France hoping to
reunite with their family. More than anything,
it’s their brotherly bond that gets them through
their ordeals.
Terrific performances from newcomers Dorian
Le Clech and Batyste Fleurial Palmieri capture
the mischievousness, courage and ingenuity of
the two brothers, who are hapless innocents
trying to outrun the cruel machinery of war.
Dir: Christian Duguay
France 2017 / 1h50m / Ages 12+
French with English subtitles
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Saturday Church

5 Rupees

Sun 4 November, 11:00

Idgah

Teenager Ulysses is in a difficult place.
Secretly crossdressing, bullied at school
and with no understanding at home, he creates
for himself a musical fantasy world in which
he dreams of tolerance and acceptance. Driven
from the house by his conservative Aunt Rose,
Ulysses meets a glittering community of gay
and transgender teens and their welcoming
‘Saturday Church’, who encourage him to be
who he wants to be. However, his homelessness
also means he has to fend for himself on the
streets of Manhattan, where some harsh
lessons are about to be learned.

Sun 4 November, 11:15

This is a soulful and ultimately life-affirming
exploration of teenage gay and transgender
identity, presented in musical form. At times
poignant, at times defiant, this is a vibrant call
for compassion and acceptance that perfectly
captures one positive experience in the
ongoing battle for social change.
Dir: Damon Cardasis
USA 2017 / 1h23m / Age 15+
Our Young Ambassadors said: “Beautiful …
moving … awesome … I wanted more … loved
the found family aspect … feels like all the films
I’ve see about gender expression are about
white people so to see a film about a community
of people of colour was great … the musical
and dance sequences keep everything fresh …
Moonlight meets The Greatest Showman”
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Seven-year-old Hamid lives with his grandmother
in a small village at the foot of the Himalayas.
Although poor, they have a very happy life
together, and their loving relationship is the
envy of many other families in the community.
When his grandmother promises him a whole
five rupee coin to celebrate the approaching
Eid festival, Hamid is thrilled. A travelling
funfair is in the next village, and Hamid and
his classmates see a golden opportunity to
celebrate the public holiday in style. Will this
small dream of his come true – and if it does,
will it come at a cost?
Based on a short story, this is a simple tale
beautifully told, with glorious cinematography
and outstanding performances – one by a first
timer on screen and the other a legend of the
Indian film industry, actress Shabana Azmi.
Full of beauty, this film is a powerful depiction
of the moments in our younger years when true
innocence was a time of hope and happiness.
How would you choose to spend your
five rupees?
Dir: Piyush Panjuani
India 2017 / 1h22m / Ages 8+
Hindi with English subtitles

Saturday Church is part of DCA’s weekly
Cine Sundays programme, where you can
get a breakfast roll and a hot drink with
your cinema ticket, all for £8

Mirai
Fri 2 – Thu 8 November
Mirai, the latest anime from Mamoru Hosoda
(Wolf Children) is possibly the sweetest film
ever made about sibling rivalry. It is also a story
about learning to connect to family, the world,
even yourself – all through the eyes of a toddler.
Kun is a bullet train-obsessed little boy who
is outraged when his baby sister Mirai arrives.
As mum returns to work and stay-at-home
dad tries to get grips with his new role at home,
Kun, unable to get the attention he craves, takes
refuge out in the family garden. Kun quickly
realises that the garden is a magical place,
where pets become people, where baby sisters
turn into sassy teenagers, where he witnesses
his grand-parents meeting and his beloved
bullet train turning into something much more
sinister. With each magical encounter, little
Kun learns some very valuable life lessons.
Stunningly beautiful from beginning to end,
there is lots for young and old to enjoy in Mirai.
Hosoda, a new father himself, has clearly been
observing his children and himself closely
– the result is a genuine delight.
Dir: Mamoru Hosoda
Japan 2018 / 1h38m / PG

Closing film:
I am William
Jeg er William
Sun 4 November, 15:30
Join us to send off Discovery Film Festival for
another year with our delightful closing film,
a vibrant story from Denmark about one young
person’s journey to get a grip on the life he’s
been given.
William doesn’t always have the easiest life.
With his mother in hospital, he is sent to live with
his Uncle Nils. The somewhat unconventional
Uncle Nils has no regular job and gets by with
some imaginative wheeler-dealering, which he
boldly describes as “import/export”. His attitudes
to other people are less than tolerant, his kitchen
skills are limited and, on top of everything, he
has a taste for gambling. When this gets him
into serious trouble with the local gangster, it’s
time for William to step up and save Uncle Nils
from himself and the sticky situation he has got
himself in. At the same time, he needs to work
out his own problems at his new school with
three menacing bullies and a growing crush on
the effortlessly cool Viola…
Perky, sparky and hugely enjoyable, this is a
feel-good film in which everyone learns a thing
or two about themselves. Even lovable Uncle
Nils and his somewhat outdated attitudes move
forward a century or two…
Dir: Jonas Elmer
Denmark 2017 / 1h23m / Ages 10+
Danish with English subtitles
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