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OPENING GALA

We’ve searched the globe for the most outstanding short films and features for young 
audiences, and this year promises another bumper crop of funny, entertaining, moving  
and inspiring filmmaking of all kinds. There are creative workshops and activities for all  

the family available alongside the films, and an exciting exhibition in DCA Galleries.  
See you at the festival! 

discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk | 01382 432 444

Film tickets (unless otherwise stated):  
Under 21s: £5 | Over 21s: £7 | Family Ticket for four people: £20

WELCOME TO DISCOVERY FILM FESTIVAL 2019!

HELLO!
A Minuscule  
Adventure 
Minuscule – Les mandibules  
du bout du monde

Sat 19 October, 15:00 

Back in Discovery Film Festival 2016, one of the 
big hits with our audiences was a then unknown 
film called Minuscule: Valley Of The Lost Ants,  
an epic saga featuring an ant, a ladybird, a spider 
and a large tin of sugar cubes. It was ninety 
minutes of animated excitement, all presented 
without a single line of dialogue. It went on to be 
released in more than 50 countries worldwide, 
seen by nearly 5 million people and was awarded 
the César for Best Animated Film. We are 
absolutely thrilled to be able to say that now, 
three years later, the ant, the ladybird and the 
spider are back in Discovery with a brand new 
adventure – though this time they’re all on  
the other side of the world…

As the first snow of winter begins to fall, the 
minuscule gang press on with the vital work of 
gathering food reserves for the long, dark months 
ahead. After some early successes, an encounter 
with another large tin of sugar cubes ends with 
our ladybird friend trapped in a large cardboard 
box and being shipped to ... Guadeloupe! What to 
do? Nothing for it but to get the mini-bugs team 
back together and set out on a dangerous rescue 
mission all the way to the Caribbean! New world, 
new encounters, new dangers…

With its fantastic characterisation, spectacular 
music score, glorious sound effects and 
ingenious blend of animation and live action, 
this latest language-free bug-filled adventure will 
once again have a broad appeal across the ages. 
And, fear not, there’s no requirement to have  
seen the earlier film as this is a stand-alone story 
(but it may well make you go out and find the  
first film, conveniently now available on DVD!).

Dirs: Hélène Giraud, Thomas Szabo 
France 2018 / 1h32m / Ages 5+  
No dialogue

THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL: CREATE SPACE
Drop in to our friendly, free and creative room for families!

Open daily unless being used for a workshop 
(please call us on 01382 432 444 if you’re making a special trip)

DCA Create Space is a wee gem; a comfortable and imaginative space right next 
to our galleries on the Ground level. Filled with great children’s books and DIY art 
activities connected to the themes of Alberta Whittle’s How Flexible Can We Make 

the Mouth it’s designed for families to pop in and have a go. Activities include 
making a snail, share your family tree, creating a weather poem and more! 

Take your artwork home, leave it on display or photograph it and  
share it with us by tagging #helloDCA 

OPENING GALA WORKSHOPS 

Ladybird Hunt
11:00 – 18:30 Around DCA / Free, drop-in 

Get yourself into a Minuscule frame of mind 
by finding the ten ladybird bugs hidden 
around DCA Ground level. Pick up your 
sheet from our Box Office or Art Cart and 
claim your reward from Box Office when you 
have seen all ten! 

Discovery Art Cart Adventures 
13:00 – 15:00 Ground floor / Free, drop-in 

Join the Discovery Art Cart to find out more 
about the characters and creatures, the 
screenings and workshops coming up and 
then make your own zoetrope strip to see 
how film and animation got started! 

Opening gala reception  
– Make your own Minuscule 
Mandibles and Pirate Ships! 
17:00 – 18:30 Create Space  
Free with your cinema ticket

Join us for fun and all things bugs and 
Minuscule! We will be making masks and 
wee model characters inspired by the 
opening film and there will be cake and 
refreshments available too!
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Shorts for Wee Ones
Sat 26 October, 10:30
Sat 2 November, 12:00 
Relaxed screening: Sun 20 October, 10:30 

This collection of short films is a wonderful mix 
of stories and characters from around the world 
– France, Sweden, Switzerland, Germany and 
the USA – and offers a wide variety of styles 
and techniques to entertain the wee ones 
(and everyone else in their party!).

We meet a mouse who wants to fly up high with 
the swallows, a robot who sets out to rescue a 
stranded whale and a tiger who has no stripes 
– but really wants some. A little boy is determined  
to have a great day out with his best friend (who 
just happens to be a tree) and a lion realises 
he just might need to lose a little weight… Plus 
we have the world premiere of a brand new film 
all about a very musical bear and his favourite 
footwear. Toe-tapping frivolity guaranteed!

All these short films are in English or are dialogue 
free. These magical tales will delight children 
ages 3+ and are a colourful introduction to the 
cinema experience. For films for even younger 
children, see Shorts for Tinies on p40. 

Dirs: Various 
Various countries 2017-19 / 45m / Age 3+ 
English or dialogue free 

Shorts for 
Middle Ones 
Sun 20 October, 11:45
Sat 26 October, 11:45 
Relaxed screening: Sat 2 November, 10:30 

Always fresh and hugely imaginative, each of 
the short films in this compendium offers its 
own unique take on storytelling and dramatic 
style. Representing countries such as France, 
Switzerland, Estonia, South Africa, the Czech 
Republic and the UK, audiences from the 
age of 8 upwards will find lots to enjoy within 
the huge variety of the films on offer. 

We watch birds of a feather learning to flock 
together, discover the reasons for a young 
boy’s obsessive interest in hedgehogs and see 
the (self-professed) world’s finest mountain 
rescue team in action saving a stranded, and 
very unlucky, Alpine skier. One film looks at a 
very special relationship between a boy and his 
grandfather, and how their shared hobby of kite 
flying holds them together during difficult times. 
There’s an introduction to absurdism involving 
a tricycle and a pear, a high diving competition 
between very ill-matched contestants and a 
vision of a topsy-turvy world in which parents 
and children swap places and behaviours. 

Nearly all the films are dialogue free, with a 
couple in English – and one which has some 
brief subtitling of the original French.

Dirs: Various
Various countries 2017-19 / 60m / Age 8+ 
English, dialogue free or (in one film) 
French with subtitles.

WORKSHOPS

Discovery Art Cart Adventures
Sun 20 October 11:00 – 13:30
Sat 26 October 11:00 – 13:30
Sun 27 October 11:00 – 13:00
Sat 2 November 11:00 – 13:30
Sun 3 November 11:00 – 15:00 

Ground level and Create Space 
Suitable for all ages 

Free, drop-in before or after your film! Join 
the Discovery Art Cart and our Discovery 
artists for film-related activities and 
take-away ideas. We’ll have lots of 
resources, books and DIY making about 
film and animation to share and lots of 
characters to make and things to do. 

Family Art Lab
Sat 26 October, 13:00 – 15:00 
Free, drop-in, suitable for ages 5+ 

Bring Grandad, Grandma, Nana and 
Grampy! Join our Discovery artists to 
explore the exhibition, Alberta Whittle’s 
ideas and to create your own art together. 
Each session lasts two hours but you 
don’t have to stay the whole time – please 
do arrive at the start of the session to 
guarantee your place. 

The Footballest
Los Futbolísimos

Sat 26 October, 10:30 

11-year-old Pakete is a YouTube sensation – for 
all the wrong reasons. He is about to set a new 
record for the number of consecutive penalty 
misses by one player. Whilst his teammates are all 
very supportive, they are now facing a relegation 
struggle that carries huge importance. The head 
teacher has decided that if the team are demoted 
to a lower league, the squad will be disbanded. 
When the losing streak continues in mysterious 
circumstances, the players begin to suspect foul 
play. Once again it is the adults who are behaving 
badly, scheming and conniving to bring about 
the results that they want to see. And it’s the 
children who really understand the importance of 
friendship and teamwork, and learn that ‘la mayor 
aventura es ser parte del equipo’ (the greatest 
adventure is being part of the team).

Based on the popular Spanish children’s-book 
series Los Futbolísimos by Roberto Santiago, it 
comes from the folk who brought us the Zip & Zap 
films in recent years, with a similar lively blend of 
team bonding, manic comedy and detective work. 

Dir: Miguel Ángel Lamata 
Spain 2018 / 1h42m / Ages 10+ 
Spanish with English subtitles 

Special ticket offer: Anyone wearing a 
football strip from any team anywhere in 
the world can purchase a ticket for 
The Footballest on the day of the screening 
– subject to availability – for just £1.00. 
One ticket per stripwearer!
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Introducing the 
Discovery Young 
Ambassadors

We’re a group of film fans aged between 
15 and 19. Over the past few months we’ve 
been carefully selecting films from around 
the world that we believe will resonate with 
audiences of today, not just those of our 
own age group but older too! We’ve selected 
four films, from a gritty school uprising 
drama set in East Germany in the 1950s to 
a streetsmart Canadian comedy about the 
perils of romantic relationships in the world 
of work. We’ll be helping out during the 
festival with ushering, introducing the films, 
lending a hand at workshops and more:  
see you there!

We’re always looking for new members of 
the DYA team to help out with all aspects 
of planning and delivering Discovery Film 
Festival. Are you aged 15–19 with a love 
for film? It doesn’t matter if it’s the latest 
blockbusters or the artiest art house, as long 
as you’re keen to be involved in the festival 
we’d like to hear from you. Email Mike for 
more info at mike.tait@dca.org.uk.

Love Beats is also part of DCA’s 
weekly Ciné Sundays programme, 
where you can get a breakfast 
roll and a hot drink with your 
cinema ticket, all for £9 

Love Beats 
Sun 20 October, 11:00 

Edu, a young musician who lives in London, 
returns for ten days to his hometown in Spain  
to attend his brother’s wedding. The return 
awakens in him the need to recover everything  
he left behind: especially his connection  
with his former flame, Alicia, who is now the  
girlfriend of his best friend, Juanma. 

This gentle, character-driven romantic drama 
looks at the age-old questions that arise when 
returning home after living/working/studying 
away. How easy is it to pick up where things  
were left with family, friends, acquaintances  
– and is home really where the heart is?  
Whilst the casual banter with ex-school  
friends in the bars and cafes may be quickly  
re-established, what of the deeper relationships 
with parents, siblings and former sweethearts?  
Do the dreams we start out with always last?  
Or do they need to be renegotiated in the light 
of inevitable change in the people and places 
around us? Is nostalgia for home necessarily 
rose-tinted? And for Edu – should he stay?  
Or should he go (back to London)?

Dir: Roberto Bueso 
Spain 2019 / 1h30m / Ages 15+  
Spanish with English subtitles

Our Discovery Young Ambassadors said: 
“Shows that there doesn’t need to be a 
jumping, extremely intricate storyline for a 
film to be good … it isn’t one for thrillseekers 
but rather those who want to delve into an 
emotional connection with the characters  
… the dialogue between the boys is really 
realistic … a thoughtful film about choosing  
the right path … the soundtrack accompanied 
the film perfectly … honest and gentle. 
Wholesome …the insight into another culture  
is captured perfectly”

DI
SC

OV
ER

Y 
YO

UNG AMBASSADOR SELECTION

Our Discovery Young 
Ambassadors have 
selected the best films 
from around the globe. 
These films are aimed 
at young adults,  
but will undoubtedly 
appeal to older 
cinephiles too! And  
two of these films sit 
in our hallowed Ciné 
Sunday slot – great 
cinema, a breakfast 
roll and a hot drink? 
Sounds pretty ideal  
to us! 
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For A Happy Life 
Pour vivre heureux

Sun 3 November, 11:00

Amel and Mashir, two young people from 
Brussels, love each other – in secret. Neither 
their parents nor their friends are aware of their 
relationship and even less of their plan to spend 
the summer together in London. When Mashir’s 
family decides to marry him to his cousin Noor, 
who is also Amel’s friend, their whole world 
collapses. How can they save their love without 
hurting everyone around them?

The Shakespearean tone of this family drama 
is recognisable when we learn that Amel comes 
from an Algerian background and Mashir’s 
extended family are originally from Pakistan. 
The weight of their strong cultural traditions and 
family expectations complicate the situation 
enormously when they each defy their parent’s 
authority in an effort to be together. To whom  
do they owe the strongest loyalty? Their family?  
Or their feelings? Can love, religion, freedom  
and cultural heritage all be accommodated?

Dirs: Salima Glamine, Dimitri Linder 
Belgium/Luxembourg 2018 / 1h28m / Ages 15+ 
French and Urdu with English subtitles 

Our Young Ambassadors said:  
“Highlights the devastating impact of  
long-lived family and cultural traditions as 
a young couple desperately try to break the 
mould … I felt sympathy and was deeply 
involved … outstanding performance from 
the actress playing Amel… felt very real … 
interesting themes of obligation and honour  
… clearly explored the themes and issues … 
great characters, really was invested in them”

For A Happy Life is also part 
of DCA’s weekly Ciné Sundays 
programme, where you can get 
a breakfast roll and a hot drink 
with your cinema ticket, all for £9
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UNG AMBASSADOR SELECTION

Slut In A Good Way
Charlotte a du fun

Sat 2 November, 15:30

In the genre of teen films, there are many examples 
of boys behaving badly and far fewer where 
young women hold centre stage. Recent films 
such as Lady Bird and Booksmart have begun to 
address this imbalance, and Slut In A Good Way 
is another major step in this direction. Taking a 
Jane Austen-esque comedy of manners, mixing it 
with a healthy steal from Aristophanes’ classical 
comedy Lysistrata, and then firmly planting it in 
the 21st century world of work leads to a fresh and 
invigorating exposé of sexual relations in a (still) 
male-dominated society. 

Each year, the megastore Toy Depot hires students 
as casual staff for the Christmas season. 17-year-
olds Charlotte, Mégane and Aube all apply for 
part-time jobs, having been somewhat smitten by 
the guys who already work there. Moving on from 
recent heartbreak, Charlotte chooses to explore 
her freedom and have fun. But when her new-found 
sexual empowerment gives her the ‘perfect score’ in 
a game created by her male co-workers, she bands 
her female colleagues together to go on a sex strike. 
Will abstinence make the heart grow fonder?

Dir: Sophie Lorain 
Canada 2018 / 1h29m / Ages 15+  
French with English subtitles

Our Young Ambassadors said: “Hilarious … 
charming characters that teens can resonate with 
… didn’t take itself too seriously … good examples 
of healthy and unhealthy relationships … 
appropriately funny and serious … heartwarming 
… an interesting choice to be in black and 
white and have that old style glitter … a great 
soundtrack … the end credits deserved five stars”

The Silent Revolution
Das schweigende Klassenzimmer 

Sun 27 October, 15:00 

The year is 1956. During a visit to the cinema in 
West Berlin, high school pupils Theo and Kurt 
see dramatic newsreel footage of the Hungarian 
uprising in Budapest. Returning East to their 
homes in Stalinstadt, they spontaneously decide 
to hold a minute’s silence at school in support 
of the victims of the uprising, and encourage 
their classmates to join them. But the gesture 
has a much bigger impact than they could have 
expected: while their headteacher initially tries to 
put the whole thing down to youthful playfulness, 
the pupils become objects of the political 
machinations of the fledgling East German state. 
The People’s Education Minister condemns the 
action as a clearly counter-revolutionary act and 
demands that the ringleader be named within 
a week. Sticking together, the students face a 
choice that will change all their lives forever…

Based on real events, this is a slow burn thriller 
that challenges the audience to consider what 
they might have done in the situation. At what 
point is it important to stand up and tell the truth, 
regardless of the consequences? 

Dir: Lars Kraume 
Germany 2018 / 1h51m / Ages 15+  
German (and Russian) with English subtitles

Our Young Ambassadors said:  
“Tense … felt very realistic … strong believable 
characters … a fantastic ensemble cast …raw 
and truthful … didn’t sugarcoat anything … 
interesting themes of political ideals … really 
provoked emotion … relevant even now (when) 
people are frustrated, especially the youth,  
with our society”
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UNG AMBASSADOR SELECTION
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Dilili In Paris
Dilili à Paris 

Sun 3 November, 15:00 

Join us to send off Discovery Film Festival for 
another year with our delightful closing film, 
a sneak peek at the brand new, truly vibrant 
animation from a master filmmaker! 

French animator Michel Ocelot’s previous work 
– including Azur & Asmar: The Princes’ Quest, 
Tales Of The Night and the Kirikou films – have 
all been big Discovery favourites, so we are 
thrilled to present a preview screening of his 
latest animated epic, Dilili In Paris. His films are 
always visually arresting, and this is no different, 
with colourful 2D characters interacting in front 
of sumptuous photo-realistic images of Belle 
Epoque Parisian locations. Our herione also 
meets some key figures of the period – Marie 
Curie, Louis Pasteur, Sarah Bernhardt, Erik Satie 
and Henri de Toulouse Lautrec all pop up.

Dilili, a precocious six-year-old brought up in 
Kanaky (New Caledonia), arrives in the bright 
lights and constant bustle of turn-of-the-century 
Paris where she soon learns of a spate of 
mysterious kidnappings of young girls. Turning 
detective, she enlists the help of her new friend 
Orel, who quickly turns out to be very well 
connected. With his help, Dilili meets a series of 
extraordinary characters, each of whom provides 
her with valuable clues that will help her in her 

quest to solve the mysterious disappearances… 
This is a stirring tale of female good overcoming 
male evil, in which our young heroine must prove 
her bravery, determination and street smarts 
in order to piece together the answers. Magical 
encounters in stunning locations take us through 
the upper reaches and lower depths of Paris until 
the final act takes place high above the glorious 
City Of Lights.

Dir: Michel Ocelot
France/Belgium/Germany 2018 / 1h35m / Ages 9+
French with English subtitles

CLOSING FILM

Shorts for Tinies 
Sat 2 November, 10:30 and 11:45

The Shorts for Tinies events have quickly grown, 
in only a couple of years, to become one of the 
most popular of the Discovery collections of 
short films for young audiences. As numbers for 
these sessions are limited due to the demands 
of the interactive elements, we recommend 
prompt action to ensure you and your group 
can join us for what will be a fun-filled, creative 
engagement with film and activities for the 
very young. 

Taking just a few of the titles from our Shorts for 
Wee Ones collection, this 45 minute programme 
will mix the film screenings with fun activities 
which give the audience the chance to respond 
to what they have just enjoyed seeing on the big 
screen. Previous film-related activities have seen 
us creating coloured mosaics of our favourite 
animals, journeying to the bottom of the sea 
to swim among the fish and dancing along with 
a giant Tyrannosaurus Rex…

The session will be led by a creative arts 
workshop professional, and all materials will 
be provided. Please note that all accompanying 
adults will be asked to help out with the 
practicalities and take a full part in the session. 

All the short films are in English or are 
dialogue free. 

Dir: Various
Various countries 2017-19 / 45m / 
Ages up to 5 (and their older assistants)
English or dialogue free

Chuskit
Sun 3 November, 11:00

Sprightly Chuskit’s dream of going to school is 
cut short when she is rendered a paraplegic after 
an accident. She’s confined to life indoors in the 
company of her strict grandfather, Dorje. Chuskit 
continues to harbour hopes of school but Dorje 
tries to make her understand that school can’t 
handle her needs. Caught between their struggle 
are Chuskit’s parents and her enterprising 
brother who want to respect the old world views 
that Dorje represents, but also want to keep 
Chuskit’s spirit alive. 

Based on the real life experiences of the film 
director’s sister, who works with the differently 
abled in this remote region of northern India, this 
is a story of resilience and determination in the 
face of obstacles – both physical and cultural 
– at every turn. Priya Ramasubban, who wrote 
and directed this film, has said that she “shaped 
Chuskit’s character to be unrelenting and gave 
her the spunk to triumph over adversity. For most 
children outside the West, life as a differently 
abled person is tough at best and excruciatingly 
hard at worst. My wish is that a small measure 
of hope and inspiration stays with the audiences 
when they walk away from my film”. With a 
remarkable performance by first time actor Jigmet 
Dewa Lhamo as Chuskit, this is a fascinating 
portrait of a different world but one where the 
unwavering tenacity required to achieve one’s 
dreams can speak to us all. 

Dir: Priya Ramasubban
India 2018 / 1h29m / Ages 8+ 
Ladakhi with English subtitles

CLOSING WORKSHOP

Dilili in Paris and Dundee: 
Papercut animation workshop
Sun 3 November, 11:00 – 12:30 
and 13:00 – 14:30 

Meeting Room, Level 1

Suitable for ages 8+ with accompanying 
adult, £3 per person

To celebrate the beautiful new film by Michel 
Ocelot we are running two short workshop 
opportunities to join our team of Discovery 
animators and create paper cut out, stop 
motion street scenes of Paris and Dundee. 
We will edit them together and you will have 
a link to view your joint creation online! 
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