
SAT 23 OCTOBER TO SUN 7 NOVEMBER 2021

Scotland’s International Film Festival for Young Audiences



2021 Programme at a Glance

DISCOVERY EXHIBITIONS 2021

Mary McIntyre:  
Places We Think We Know

Chikako Yamashiro:  
Chinbin Western

Sat 21 August – Sun 21 November 2021

To book your free visit to the  
exhibitions use the link on page 7.

discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk 
01382 432 444

Follow DCA on Twitter and Instagram:  
@DCADundee 
#discoveryfilmfest

Follow Discovery on Facebook:  
facebook.com/DiscoveryDCA

FOR THE YOUNGEST

Shorts For Tinies (page 12)

FOR AGES 8+

Sisters: The Summer We Found  
Our Superpowers (page 14) 
Tottori! Sommeren vi var alene

Jackie & Oopjen (page 15) 
Jackie en Oopjen

Mezquite’s Heart (page 16)
Corazón de Mezquite

Shorts For Middle Ones (page 17)

Lunana: A Yak In The Classroom (page 18)

Shorts For Language Practice (page 19)

FOR AGES 12+

The Club Of Ugly Children (page 20) 
De club van lelijke kinderen

The Fantastic Journey Of  
Margot & Marguerite (page 21) 
L’aventure des Marguerite

FOR AGES 15+

The Wolves (page 22)
Los lobos

All Hands On Deck (page 23) 
À l’abordage

The Night Of The Beast (page 24) 
La noche de la Bestia

FOR AGES 3+

Shorts For Wee Ones (page 13)

discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk2



Did somebody say ‘hybrid’?  
It’s Discovery Film Festival 2021!

Welcome to the 18th edition of Discovery Film Festival – still your one-stop 
shop for the best new films for young audiences from around the globe  

and this year brought to you both online and in real life! 

BUT THERE ARE CHANGES! So please read on…

We’re creating this year’s programme at a time when we still aren’t sure what 
the end of October will look like. We’ve had so many ‘what if?’ scenarios but still 

can’t really say with any certainty what will be possible. 

But what we do know is that we have once again selected the finest films  
for young audiences from around the world and you can read about these  

over the coming pages. 

All the films will be available online and that may be your preferred  
means of seeing them – please note they will only be accessible from  

Saturday 23 October to Sunday 7 November 2021. It will not be possible to 
watch any films outside this window, so please be prepared! We were joined by 

many schools from across Scotland last year so we would like to welcome  
you back and hope you enjoy our expanded online programme in 2021. 

For our Tayside audiences who would like to see their film choice here at  
DCA we invite you to tell us what you want to see and also when you want  
to come in, and we will do our utmost to schedule a screening that works  
for you. We are expecting fewer schools to come into the cinema so we  

should have the flexibility to respond to those who do. 

Because we will have fewer visitors and a little more time, we are also  
increasing the workshop options for you to consider attending before or  

after your film – please have a look at pages 8 and 9 to see what kind  
of opportunities there will be. 

One other change… Last year our online offer was entirely free. Sadly we  
just aren’t able to survive on that basis so have created a sliding scale of  

costs associated with how you each choose to engage with the films on offer.  
We hope you can understand why we have to do this, and also appreciate  
that we have tried to keep all such costs down to the absolute minimum.

We really look forward to serving up our 2021 film offerings – in whatever  
form you choose! – and encourage you to once again travel the world 

cinematically this autumn!

Mike Tait, Festival Producer and Cinema Youth Development Officer
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Watching films online

All films in the online festival programme  
will be accessible from Sat 23 October  

to Sun 7 November 2021

Bundles
Shorts For Wee Ones (nine films)

Shorts For Middle Ones (eight films)

Feature films for Primary  
Sisters: The Summer We Found Our Superpowers, Jackie & Oopjen,  

Mezquite’s Heart, Lunana: A Yak In The Classroom

Feature films for Secondary  
The Club Of Ugly Children, The Fantastic Journey Of Margot & Marguerite,  

The Wolves, All Hands On Deck, The Night Of The Beast 

Pricing
To rent a single film or a collection of shorts for 48 hours: £4

To rent a collection of shorts for the duration of the festival: £50

To rent all feature films for Primary audiences – 8+  
for the duration of the festival: £100

To rent all feature films for Secondary audiences – 12+, 15+  
for the duration of the festival: £100

Please remember: all films in the online festival programme will  
only be accessible from Sat 23 October to Sun 7 November 2021.  

All access will be terminated at midnight on Sun 7 November 2021.

discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk4



The Process

To watch the films online, please head to athome.dca.org.uk and, if this is your  
first visit, create an account. A DCA at Home account is required to watch any  

of our films online but creating an account is totally free. 

You will only be asked for payment when you want to watch a film.  
Once you have created an account, you have a number of options – to rent  
a single film or collection of shorts for 48 hours, or to rent access to a film  

or a bundle of films for the duration of the festival.

Browse the Discovery Film Festival collection and select your  
film or bundle of films.

Click on the image to go to that film or bundle of films’ page, where you can  
view the prices, and click Rent. Alternatively you can hover over the image  

to view the prices and click through from the browsing page.

Enter your payment details and click Rent.

Either click Play Now to watch immediately, or close the message  
and return to My Library later to watch the film.

Rented films will remain in your library for 14 days – this is called  
the Rental Window. Once you click Play Now you will have 48 hours to  
watch your film – this is called the Watch Window. You can watch the  

film as many times as you like during this 48 hour period. 

Please note: all online access to all films will be terminated at midnight  
on Sun 7 November 2021.

More details can be found here: athome.dca.org.uk/page/fa-qs/

Please note: each account allows you to log in and watch the films on a  
variety of different devices but only on one device at a time. Simultaneous 

screenings from one account are not possible. If a school is planning to view  
several films from one account these cannot be at the same time.
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What you need to know

For any schools willing and able to come and watch their chosen films  
here at DCA, we’d love to welcome you! 

Because we are still somewhat unsure about the level of restrictions that 
will be in place in late October, we are changing the booking process for 

this year – and giving you some added options to consider!

There is no schedule of film screenings already in place this year – instead 
we are asking those schools who would like to join us here in the DCA 

building to bid for when you would like to come in and see your chosen film. 

Screenings will always be in the mornings as before, but this year you 
can nominate those weekdays which work best for you, and also request 

assistance with bus transport if you need this.

Because we expect fewer schools to be able to join us this year, we are 
also able to increase our offer in terms of enhancing your visit to DCA. 

In previous years we have always been restricted by time and space with 
regard to the number of workshops and gallery visits we have been able to 

accommodate – so we intend to take full advantage and increase the number 
of enhancement opportunities in 2021, each specifically tailored to your 

group’s areas of interest. 

Not sure what this could mean for you? Have a look at some of our 
suggestions on page 8 and 9 and get in touch!

Watching films in person at DCA Cinema

Pricing

£6 for pupils using festival transport

£4 for pupils travelling independently

Free for supporting adults
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What you need to do

Once you have made your plans, please contact us via the following link:

https://bit.ly/DiscoveryFilm2021

and provide us with the following information:

The film you would like to see

Your preferred days of the week  
(if any – the more flexible you can be, the better!)

The number of pupils and the number of teachers/adults attending

Your expected impacts or outcomes for the visit

The year group/ages of your pupils attending

Your school name, address and contact telephone number

Your email address (as organiser of the trip)  
AND also the generic school office email address.  

These are for confirmation details, and bus booking  
reference number (if required)

Any special requirements (e.g. access issues, subtitle reading)

Whether you will need a bus

If you would like to discuss any additional activity tailored to your group 
(workshops, gallery visits, film introductions, lunch space etc)  

– see pages 8 and 9 for inspiration!

Please submit your requests by Wed 1 September when the film schedule will  
be drawn up. Requests after that time will be more than welcome but need to  

fit in with what is already in place. Early birds get those worms!

If you have any questions about the films or the booking arrangements, 
please contact Festival Producer Mike Tait via mike.tait@dca.org.uk
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For those schools who would like to come and watch their festival films in the cinema, 
we are able this year to offer a range of add-on activities to extend the experience. There 
are several ways of maximising the impact for your class, and we would like to tailor each 

opportunity to the needs of the class in question so the following are just some suggestions. 
When you make your request to attend DCA, we will have an individual conversation about 
the timing and exact content of your trip, and discuss what additional options you might 
have in mind. All of these opportunities will be subject to group size, available space and 

staffing requirements but we hope to be able fulfil as many requests as possible.

Extending your class experience

Film introductions/ 
post-screening 
discussion
An opportunity to hear more detail about 
the film you are about to see, or have just 
seen, with a member of our festival team. 
For those students who are studying 
Modern Languages, this could be held 
in the target language and offer some 
speaking/listening opportunities.

Gallery Visit
A visit to the exhibitions in our DCA 
Galleries to see the work of Chikako 
Yamashiro and/or Mary McIntyre.  
(more information on pages 26-27).  
Film and artworks are rich alternative  
texts to boost your Literacy outcomes.

Film Education 
Workshop 
Exploring key aspects of the film/s you 
have watched/are going to watch such 
as characters, setting, story, sound and 
camera shots supported by the BFI Film 
Education framework of three Cs and Ss, 
and Discovery teacher resources.

Modern Languages 
Study Morning
Practice those pre- and post-screening 
language skills with some film-related 
speaking and listening activities, based 
around the film of your choice. Led by one 
of the ML teachers who have written our 
supporting resource packs, this will be a 
structured opportunity for your group to 
discuss and share their thoughts on the 
issues raised in the film screening.
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Animation  
with McLaren
Using our iPads to create Norman 
McLaren-inspired stop motion scenes, 
and exploring Victorian zoetropes.  
(NB: maximum group size 32)

Shorts for Wee Ones  
or Middle Ones 
Creative Making 
Workshop
A creative making session based  
on characters, sound and/or colour  
from the films.

‘Being a Visual 
Detective’ Session
View our exhibitions in the gallery 
and explore artworks using a forensic 
investigation analogy led by one of our 
team who can pitch the language and 
activity to your age range. (NB: maximum 
group size 32, divided into smaller groups)

Media Workshop
For any groups studying film or media, 
here’s an opportunity to hear about  
film exhibition, using a selection of the 
trailers for the festival programme and  
how they each seek out their own 
particular audience.

If you have your own ideas for topics  
or content then please do get in touch  
and discuss these with us!  

Spaces to eat lunch
Spaces for groups to eat snacks or lunch are available but on a limited basis 
depending on group size and availability of our spaces. Please make sure you 
tell us at the time of your film bid if you would like the use of a space for your 
group either before or after your film and/or workshop.  
(Our spaces can seat 40, 32 and 8 respectively)

Note on potential changes to plans
We will try to fit in as many visits as possible, but please bear with us if last 
minute changes are necessary to ensure that we continue to meet Health and 
Safety / Covid Guidance requirements for October and November dates.
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We’re sure you’ll also have your own ideas of how the films can be used with 
your class or of course, you may simply want them to enjoy a stimulating cultural 
experience. Film is one of our most valued art forms, and watching together in a 
shared space allows children to experience the “energy and excitement of being  

part of an audience for other people’s presentations/performances.”  
(EXA 0,1,2,4-01a and EXA 3-01b).

We find that pupils are highly motivated and engaged when working with film.  
CfE recognises the importance of a quality learning experience and “achieving active 

engagement, motivation and depth of learning”. The shared experience of viewing  
a stimulating film provides teachers with an excellent basis for promoting productive 

discussions and engaged, higher order thinking.

Discovery Teachers Advisory Group

Discovery Film Festival is indebted to the ongoing support, commitment and 
enthusiasm of our Teachers Advisory Group – Andrew McLaughlin (DHT, City of 

Edinburgh), Germain Julien, Gordon Mackenzie (Pitlochry High), Helen Appleyard 
(Liff PS), Ian Cameron (Blackness Primary), Lindsey Law (Kingspark School),  

Lynsey Dick (Clepington Primary), Megan Brough (DCC ESO For Digital Learning), 
Sarah Sturrock (Canongate PS), Sheena Lusby (Seaview PS), Sonia Swankie 

(Inverbrothock PS) together with Virginie Bradbury, Lucie Maupetit and  
Ann Melville from the 1+2 PanTayside team.

Discovery Film Festival and  
Curriculum for Excellence

Literacy 

LIT 0-1b/c, LIT0-11b, LIT 1,2,3,4, 0-01a;  
LIT 0,1,2,3,4-04a, LIT 0,1,2,3,4-07,  

LIT 0,1,2,3,4-09a, LIT 0,1,2,3,4-10a;  
LIT 0,1,2,3,4,11a 

Health and Wellbeing 

HWB 01,2,4-12a;  
HWB 0,1,2,3,4-09a;  
HWB 0,1,2,3,4-10a;  

HWB 0,1,2,3,4-44a/b 

Every film in the festival programme offers you and your class an exciting range 
of opportunities for engaged and inspired learning, with a range of films across 

Curriculum subjects and levels from Early Years to Senior Phase. 

Each film is listed with some key subject areas and/or themes to help you understand 
what it offers. In addition to these, the overall Literacy and Health & Wellbeing E&Os, 

which almost all the films in the programme can contribute towards, are: 
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Comments from  
visiting teachers 

"MIE is one of my favourite things  
to do with children. As a school,  
we believe it has a key place in 

developing higher order reading skills 
and we encourage teachers to do  

this weekly, particularly when children 
are still developing decoding skills  

and can't access printed text in  
the same way."

"The films are a different media for 
writing, they provide a great stimulus 
and encourage the children to think 

about the language for film, including 
the music and the camera shots, 
the colours. It's just great to have 
the opportunity to use a different 

stimulus to books. The children wrote 
about their favourite film explaining 

why they liked it and which parts, 
they also wrote a newspaper article 

about the Lynx."

"Just a quick email to let you know how much fun we had yesterday  
watching the film festival in class. We spent the day watching the film with  

lots of discussion and activities in between. Thanks to you for arranging  
this for us during these difficult times. Much appreciated."

"I thought the films were really 
lovely and unique and I found it very 
interesting to discuss our common 

interpretations even though two 
of them did not contain much/any 
dialogue. I also think exposing the 

children to a greater variety of films 
from other countries is immensely 

valuable. We really enjoyed it,  
thank you."

"Used as part of our listening and 
talking, reading and understanding –  
a different way of accessing stories."

"I feel it is an easier way for me to 
access MIE as the films have been 

selected for this purpose, and 
resources already made save me a lot 
of time preparing my own resources."

Why do you engage with Discovery Film Festival?
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Shorts for Tinies 
Can you remember your first ever trip to the cinema? Here at 
Discovery we’ve been working together with our DCA Learning 
team to offer a very special event for our youngest audiences, 
mixing together big screen entertainment and fun participatory 
in-cinema activities. Always very popular, numbers for these 
sessions are limited due to the demands of the interactive 
elements, and so we recommend prompt action to ensure you 
and your group can join us for what will be a fun-filled, creative 
engagement with film and activities for the very young.

Taking just a few of the titles from our brand-new Shorts for  
Wee Ones collection (see page 13), this 45 minute programme  
will mix the film screenings with interactive activities which 
give the audience the chance to respond to what they have just 
enjoyed seeing on the big screen. Previous film-related activities 
have seen us creating coloured mosaics of our favourite animals, 
journeying to the bottom of the sea to swim among the fish and 
dancing along with a giant Tyrannosaurus Rex…

The session will be led by a creative arts workshop  
professional, and all materials will be provided. Please note  
that all accompanying adults will be asked to help out with  
the practicalities and take a full part in the session. 

All the short films are in English or are dialogue free. 

Dirs: Various 
Various countries 2019-20 / 45m /  
Ages up to 5 (and their older assistants) 
English or dialogue free

Screenings
The films and an 
accompanying activity pack 
will be available online via  
athome.dca.org.uk from Sat 
23 October to Sun 7 November 
2021 for you to recreate 
the event in your learning 
environment. 
— 
Alternatively, in-cinema 
screenings at DCA on request 
(see page 6 for more details)

For those up to the age of 5 
(and their adults)

CfE Levels 
Early Level 

Themes
Exploring your world, fitting 
in, standing out, being 
considerate to others, 
overcoming problems, sharing 
new experiences, perseverance

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6



13discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

Shorts for Wee Ones
Once again we’ve searched high and low, in filmmakers’ studios 
around the world, and found this fantastic collection of short 
animated films for young audiences. We’ll be sharing films with 
you that come from Argentina, Austria, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the USA – each of them bringing their own 
unique view from the part of the world in which they were crafted.

There is a bird that finally leaves its cage behind and discovers 
a whole new life on the rooftops of Paris, and a very tidy-minded 
octopus who wants the glass in his aquarium home to be 
absolutely spotless! A tree slowly comes back to life after a  
harsh winter, and a young astronomer and an old hunter shelve 
their differences to share a new vision of the night sky. And 
we meet Mido, whose musical dreams come true in a most 
spectacular fashion!

All these short films are in English or are dialogue free. 

These magical tales will delight children age 3+ and are a 
colourful introduction to the cinema experience as well as  
moving image literacy. If you’re not quite sure how these films 
can be used in your classroom, please do have a look at the 
accompanying resource pack written for teachers by teachers  
and free to download from the festival website.

Dirs: Various 
Various countries 2019-20 / 45m / Age 3+  
English or dialogue free

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 3+ 

CfE Levels
Early Level and First Level

Themes
Exploring your world, fitting in, 
standing out, being considerate 
to others, overcoming 
problems, sharing new 
experiences, perseverance, 
window-cleaning techniques 

Online Resources
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Sisters: The Summer We  
Found Our Superpowers 
TOTTORI! SOMMEREN VI VAR ALENE

Vega (aged 9) and her rather excitable younger sister Billie  
(almost 5) – who Vega often finds somewhat annoying – are going 
on an overnight hike with their Dad in the Norwegian woods. 
The hotly anticipated trip is full of bright sunshine, exciting 
discoveries and very happy moments until Dad, showing off to 
his daughters, manages to fall into a mountain crevice and twist 
his ankle. Unable to move, he asks Vega and Billie to retrace 
their steps and get help. Initially the girls feel lost and unable to 
manage, but as their journey goes on they slowly learn to embrace 
the challenge and make their journey through the countryside  
one to remember. Along the way, they will have some magical  
(and occasionally) mysterious encounters in the forest, but they 
bravely face their fears, discover their superpowers and find 
strength in each other. 

This traditional quest story is enhanced with some beautiful 
scenery, terrific performances (especially from the two young 
girls, who are sisters in real life) and a whole raft of fascinating 
incidents along the way – some very real, some magical, some  
a little bit scary… Throughout it all the connection between  
the two girls changes and develops, each bringing their own 
strengths to the situation and finally learning to work together  
to find their happy ending, simple – but very, very effective.

Dirs: Silje Salomonsen. Arild Østin Ommundsen 
Norway 2020 / 1h17m / Age 8+  
Norwegian with English subtitles 

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 8+ 
Advisory: moments of mild 
peril (including entering a 
scary cave), catching and 
killing a fish to eat, hints at 
parental mental health  
issues/dementia

CfE Levels
(First and) Second Level

Themes
Family, teamwork, facing  
your fears, epic journeys,  
not giving up, finding your  
way and your inner superhero, 
survival skills, applying 
knowledge in new situations, 
believing in unicorns

Online Resources
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Jackie & Oopjen
JACKIE EN OOPJEN

12-year-old Jackie is a familiar face at Amsterdam’s famous 
Rijksmuseum, where her mother is a curator spending long  
hours looking after an important new exhibition of Rembrandt 
artworks. Left to fend for herself and her younger sister Piek, 
Jackie is a capable housekeeper, making sure everyone is in 
the right place at the right time, well fed and (usually) neatly 
dressed. So it is a huge shock to Jackie the moment her ordered 
life is suddenly turned upside down when one of Rembrandt’s 
most famous portraits comes to life right in front of her. Jackie 
suddenly finds her new tasks include hiding her new friend 
Oopjen from everyone whilst tracking down Oopjen’s long lost 
sister Aeltje – who just happens to be in a portrait by a far less 
famous artist, and is the spitting image of Jackie.

With its story built around Rembrandt’s 1634 wedding portrait  
of Oopjen Coppit, there is much fun to be had with the hijinks 
that ensue when the Dutch Golden Age of the 17th Century  
meets 21st Century Amsterdam. Family communications and  
the difficulty of keeping secrets provide an important backdrop  
to this hugely enjoyable tale of female friendship and 
intergenerational cooperation across the ages. Jackie reconnects 
with her family as well as discovering a new best friend forever, 
and Oopjen learns a whole lot of things – including how to  
eat a banana, that water can be safe to drink and the difference 
between a flower vase and a toilet… 

Dir: Annemarie van de Mond  
The Netherlands 2020 / 1h30m / Age 8+  
Dutch with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 8+ 
Advisory: some coarse 
language, drinking beer, bodily 
functions (peeing/belching), 
brief mild violence, references 
to facial imperfections, artistic  
representations of the (nude) 
female form

CfE Levels
First, Second and  
Third/Fourth Levels

Themes
Strong independent 
women standing firm, The 
Dutch Golden Age of the 
17th Century meets 21st 
Century Amsterdam, family 
communications, Rembrandt

Online Resources
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Mezquite’s Heart 
CORAZÓN DE MEZQUITE

Growing up in her indigenous Yoreme community in northern 
Mexico, Lucia lives with her father and grandparents in a 
small village. Lucia’s father Fidel is a musician in a traditional 
band, playing the harp for weddings, parties and community 
celebrations – though he is struggling to get over the death of 
Lucia’s mother, and is beginning to drink too much. Although the 
harp is traditionally only played by men, Lucia is secretly learning 
to play with the help of her grandfather – and she sees this as an 
important way for her to reconnect with her father and bring the 
whole family back together again. In addition, she wants to play  
at an upcoming community celebration, but her classmates 
ridicule her for her audacious plan. Will her wanting to break  
with culture, tradition and unwritten gender expectations get  
in the way of her future happiness?

Back in 2016, a little film called The Eagle Huntress became  
a huge success when it looked at a little girl’s struggles to 
overcome traditional roles in Mongolia. Now we have a very 
similar tale, this time set in Mexico, but with the same attitude 
towards challenging outdated ideas on how things should be 
done. The difficulties of balancing cultural norms and traditions 
and Lucia’s desire to follow her passion make for a fascinating 
spotlight on one community’s struggle with change. A film for 
anyone with a passion to do things their spirit demands, and one 
that is presented in a way as far removed from a Disney movie  
as is humanly possible. Small scale and powerfully emotional,  
this really is a little film with a giant heart.

Dir: Ana Laura Calderón  
Mexico 2019 / 1h20m / Age 8+  
Mayo and Spanish with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 8+ 

CfE Levels 
First, Second and  
Third/Fourth Levels

Themes 
Pursuing your dream, breaking 
down imposed gender 
roles, perseverance, family 
relationships, friendship

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Shorts For Middle Ones 
This annual collection of short films for those aged eight and 
above is always a mix of animation styles and content that 
promises something for everyone. At times madcap, at other  
times very serious, there is no predicting where we will travel 
next. This year we have stories from Germany, Lithuania, the 
Netherlands and more than a couple from France but each  
brings an element of the universal – even to those of us who  
have never been stuck on a runaway tram in Lisbon…

There are tales of characters that are forced to journey to  
strange new worlds in search of fresh starts in life, and one  
about a dog that is left to fend for itself and instead finds a 
whole new family. We learn the truth about dinosaur extinction 
(allegedly) and what happens to Matilda when her head is so  
full of knowledge her mother has to find her a spare one.  
And there are a couple of stories that remind us how important 
big screen entertainment has become to us, and how a 
smartphone sometimes just won’t do!

Only one of the film uses any dialogue, and that one comes  
with handy subtitles for those of us who don’t speak Lithuanian.

Here at Discovery, we’ve been promoting the use of short  
films in the classroom for a wee while now. If you’re not quite  
sure how these films can be used in your learning environment,  
please do have a look at the accompanying resource pack  
written for teachers by teachers and free to download from  
the festival website.

Dirs: Various   
Various countries 2019-20 / 55m / Age 8+  
Dialogue free or (in one film) Lithuanian with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 8+  
Advisory: gunslinging,  
dinosaur extinction, boiled 
heads, dog deconstruction 
(and reassembly), runaway 
tram carnage, slapstick cartoon 
violence

CfE Levels 
First, Second and  
Third/Fourth Levels

Themes 
Refugee issues, fitting in, 
accepting outsiders, making 
new friends, learning styles, 
filmmaking, T. Rex’s physical 
limitations

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Lunana: A Yak In The Classroom 
Still training to be a teacher, Ugyen lives in Thimphu, the capital 
of Bhutan, but dreams of moving to Australia to become a singer. 
When he finds out that his final year teaching placement will  
be in Lunana – a community so remote that it is a seven day 
walk from the nearest road – his enthusiasm for the teaching 
profession is dampened still further. But go he must, and he  
sets off with all his urban essentials, including his mobile phone  
ever-present in his hand. But the onset of the high altitude, the 
lack of amenities and the absence of any signal doesn’t improve 
his mood, and he arrives in Lunana ready to turn straight around 
and head back to the city. Can the children in his new community 
change his mind, and win him round before the onset of winter 
forces him to decide – should he stay or should he go?

Proud of its claim to have been shot on location in the world’s 
most remote school, the making of the film was as much of a 
challenge to the film team as that faced by Ugyen. Using cameras 
operating on solar-powered batteries, this is a captivating view 
into life in northern Bhutan. With us all having been kept at  
home so much recently, it’s a wonderful opportunity to see  
how other parts of the world live and breathe. So – northern 
Bhutan? Or Australia? Would you make the same choice  
as Ugyen ultimately does? 

Dir: Pawo Choyning Dorji  
Bhutan 2019 / 1h49m / Age 8+ 
Dzongkha with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 8+

CfE Levels 
First, Second and  
Third/Fourth Levels

Themes 
Urban vs rural lifestyles,  
family and community,  
making the best of every 
situation, adapting and fitting 
in, chasing your dreams,  
the many uses of yak dung

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Regardez, écoutez, discutez…  
Shorts for Language Practice
Now in its sixth year, this project – delivered in partnership  
with the 1+2 PanTayside team – will once again use a selection  
of short films to promote language practice and development.  
This year we will be working with learners from P5 to P7, with  
films and language activities selected that are appropriate  
for the 9-11 age group. 

The primary focus for the in-cinema activity will be on delivery  
to Second Level French learners, though we are making plans  
to offer equivalent materials for L3 students of Gaelic and 
learners of French at First Level to use in the classroom.  
The films will mostly come from our Shorts for Middle Ones  
2021 collection, and are for the main part dialogue free,  
which maximizes their adaptability for other language learning 
environments. The films will be interspersed with practical 
language tasks based on what the group has just watched.  
Led by experienced Modern Language teachers currently  
engaged in the 1+2 scheme, this event will be a chance for  
your students to watch, listen and speak.

If you’re not quite sure how these films can be used in your  
own learning environment, please do have a look at the 
accompanying resource pack written for teachers by teachers  
and free to download from the festival website.

Dirs: Various 
Various countries 2019-20 / 1h30m / Ages 9-11  
Dialogue free 

Screenings
The films and an 
accompanying activity pack 
will be available online via  
athome.dca.org.uk from Sat 
23 October to Sun 7 November 
2021 for you to recreate 
the event in your learning 
environment. 
— 
Alternatively, in-cinema 
screenings at DCA on request 
(see page 6 for more details)

Ages 9-11

CfE Levels 
Second Level

Themes 
Refugee issues, fitting in, 
friendship, the environment, 
climate change, different 
cultures 

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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The Club Of Ugly Children 
DE CLUB VAN LELIJKE KINDEREN 

When President Isimo decides to remove all (what he calls)  
“ugly” children from schools, it is just one more step in his 
increasingly tyrannical approach to creating a perfect nation.  
With his rallying cry of “Keep it clean!”, he continues to erode 
personal freedoms in favour of national prosperity and efficiency. 
But when Paul, one of the children deemed surplus to society, 
begins to fight back, a new underground revolution is started. 
Helped by Sara, and a small gang of similarly excluded children, 
he sets out to show the world that everyone can have a voice  
– and that you don’t have to look a certain way to be a hero.

Set in a near-future, dark and dystopian landscape, the film 
spotlights just how the media can manipulate and dominate  
its audiences. Using popular music, billboards and social  
media – and most obviously through the medium of television  
– President Isimo’s world seems frighteningly recognisable,  
and shows that media control is a cornerstone of oppression  
and dictatorship. This is an exciting demonstration of how 
dangerous contemporary media controls can be, all in the  
guise of a rollicking adventure story in which the tables are  
well and truly turned. 

Although we have suggested an age range of 12+ due to  
infrequent strong language, older primary school audiences 
might find much to appreciate in this film. Please check our 
accompanying educational resources for further information. 

Dir: Jonathan Elbers 
The Netherlands 2019 / 1h30m / Age 12+  
Dutch with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 12+ 
Advisory: derogatory/coarse 
language, body shaming, 
offensive gesturing, occasional 
strong language, (threat of) 
physical violence/danger 

CfE Levels 
(Second and)  
Third/Fourth Level

Themes 
Discrimination, labelling, 
language as humour and  
as a weapon, the impact  
of media representations, 
being unique, standing up  
for yourself and others, 
leadership, families

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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The Fantastic Journey  
Of Margot & Marguerite 
L’AVENTURE DES MARGUERITE 

Margot and Marguerite may both be the same age (12), both have 
fathers who are currently absent and both have a lengthy wishlist 
for what they want to happen in their lives – but that’s more or 
less where the similarities end. For one thing, one of them lives in 
2020, and the other in 1942. But when they each discover a large 
clothes chest in their homes, they are both suddenly transported 
through space and time and into each other’s worlds. Finding out 
what a difference 70 years can make is going to be something of  
a wild ride for each of them – and just how exactly are they going 
to get everything back to how it should be?

The concept of a time-travelling body swap story has been 
featured in many films for young people over the years, but 
this new version adds a whole lot of fresh elements to the mix! 
Modern teenage life fitting into a Second World War context was 
always going to be problematic, but 1940s attitudes to family life 
certainly add a spin to contemporary mealtimes. It makes for a 
funny intergenerational tale about finding your right place and 
really appreciating what (and who) is around you. Young actress 
Lila Gueneau really gets her teeth into the contrasting roles of 
Margot as well as Marguerite, and there are strong performances 
throughout from the supporting cast, including a number of whom 
turn up both then and now. With much fun to be had along the 
way, this is a charming and surprisingly heartfelt film about family.

Dir: Pierre Coré 
France 2020 / 1h30m / Age 12+  
French (and German) with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 12+  
Advisory: infrequent  
strong language 

CfE Levels 
(Second and)  
Third/Fourth Level

Themes 
Changing family roles and 
relationships, fitting in, being 
considerate of others, life 
during Second World War, 
learning new skills for new 
situations, Ernest Hemingway

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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The Wolves 
LOS LOBOS 

Eight year old Max and his younger brother Leo don't have much, 
but they have each other and their mother Lucía. And they share 
a dream as well: to visit Disneyland one day. The family has 
recently emigrated to the USA from Mexico, and while Lucía tries 
to finance their new life by doing a series of poorly-paid jobs, 
the two brothers spend their days in their sparsely furnished 
one-room flat. The walls of the room, which they are forbidden to 
leave, become a projection screen for imaginative adventures and 
open a window on their new life. But as the boys spend more time 
looking through the window at the world beyond, their craving for 
adventure leads them to disobey their mother’s instructions and 
step outside the apartment. Meeting with a gang of local boys is 
the start of a whole new chapter…

Recalling aspects of his own upbringing, the film’s director 
Samuel Kishi Leopo has crafted a story for our times, recognisable 
and affecting. Capturing the narrow world in which the boys 
are confined – and the outbursts of imaginative energy in their 
superhero alter-egos – this is at once both full of despair and full 
of hope for their future. Challenging the audience to really look  
at the lives on show – “what do you see?” – this is a film that puts 
a harsh spotlight on The American Dream, and once again finds 
it’s not like Disneyland at all. 

Dir: Samuel Kishi Leopo 
Mexico 2019 / 1h35m / Age 15+  
Spanish (and Cantonese) with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 15+  
Advisory: occasional strong 
language, visual references 
to drugtaking, sex references, 
violence (cartoon, discussed 
and real)

CfE Levels 
Senior Phase

Themes
Travelling to a new country, 
economic migrant issues, 
poverty, pursuing your dream, 
The American Dream, facing up 
to reality, just getting by, family 
relationships, found family 

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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All Hands On Deck
À L’ABORDAGE

On a hot summer night in Paris, Félix meets a young woman,  
Alma. They laugh, dance and spend the night together in a park. 
Félix is smitten but their romance is cut short as the next morning 
Alma hops on a train to join her family in southern France. 
Félix, determined to follow the woman he believes to be his new 
soulmate, embarks on a carpool ride with his best friend Chérif 
and their reluctant driver Edouard. When the car breaks down 
upon arrival, things turn sour: Alma doesn’t seem too pleased  
by this unexpected visit. But will this deter our modern day 
Romeo, driven onwards in the heat of the summer sun? Of course 
not – it’s just the start of his romantic quest, but one in which 
nothing will go entirely as he hopes…

The filmmaker’s interest in contrasts is clear: Paris and provincial 
France, the workplace and the summer vacation, a home life  
and the holiday campsite – and all populated by a cast of young 
people in their infinite varieties. When we meet Félix, Chérif and 
Edouard they have no idea what the impact the next few days will 
have on each of their lives, but the minutiae of a budget holiday 
adventure will ultimately leave a deep mark on each of them. 
Released from their expected behaviours by the freedom of the 
summer, we can enjoy the drama, both comic and tragic, of their 
newly redefined places and roles in society. Working with a very 
talented cast of young theatre-trained actors and non-actors from 
the shooting location, this is a bright and breezy comedy that also 
manages to place a spotlight on the depth and multiplicity of  
the (youthful) human experience. Toujours l’amour? Really?

Dir: Guillaume Brac  
France 2020 / 1h35m / Age 15+  
French with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 15+  
Advisory: strong language,  
sex references, smoking  
and drinking

CfE Levels 
Senior Phase

Themes 
Summer romance vs  
long-term relationships, 
expected behaviours,  
liberation and breaking free, 
acting on impulse, soulmates, 
working life vs holiday 
freedoms, friendship 

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6



24 discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

The Night Of The Beast 
LA NOCHE DE LA BESTIA

Iron Maiden, Bogotá, 28th February 2008. A night to remember. 
Well it would have been if our two young metalhead heroes  
hadn’t had their tickets stolen on the day of the actual event. 

Too excited to do anything as dull as spend the day of the gig  
at school, the two best friends instead head out into the streets  
of Bogotá to build up to what is surely going to be the best night  
of their lives. Carefully avoiding family members, generating the 
cash to collect their actual tickets and visiting the local record 
store are all far more important – and the day is going well until 
the fateful intervention of a street gang looking for an easy score. 
With the tickets gone, Chuki and Vargas try to come up with an 
alternative plan to get into the concert, but as time passes and 
the likelihood of success rapidly fades, their friendship is put  
to a very real test. 

You really don’t need to be a fan of Iron Maiden to understand 
and appreciate the central belief of the film – that life is full of 
key moments that need to be grabbed and held on to with all 
your might. And that friendship – and family – are ultimately what 
count. This freewheeling coming-of-age tale captures the highs 
and lows of chasing your dreams, using animation and a talented 
young cast to capture the spirit of that very special night in the 
lives of two teenage metal fans in Colombia.

Dir: Mauricio Leiva-Cock  
Colombia/Mexico 2020 / 1h10m / Age 15+  
Spanish with English subtitles

Screenings
ONLINE via athome.dca.org.uk 
for the duration of the festival 
IN-CINEMA screenings at DCA 
on request (details on page 6)

Age 15+  
Advisory: strong language, 
sex references, smoking and 
drinking, recreational drug use

CfE Levels 
Senior Phase

Themes 
Friendships, testing times,  
expectations and 
disappointments, living your 
dream, missing out, family 
upbringing, doing the  
right thing 

Online Resources 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
resources

Tickets
• For online access costs,  

see page 4
• For cinema visits,  

see page 6
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Age recommendations  
and film suitability
We screen brand new international films,  
which means that most of them haven’t yet 
been given official BBFC classification. We take 
great care in considering what age groups might 
best enjoy each film and whether the content is 
suitable. Our free to download resource packs 
(available at discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk)  
each contain information about any issues or 
content for you to consider before booking so 
that you can make an informed decision for 
your particular class. Please make sure you read 
this information before booking. If you have 
any remaining doubts or concerns, then please 
contact mike.tait@dca.org.uk for an individual 
discussion of the film’s content.

Subtitles
We have noted where a film is in a foreign 
language and is subtitled in English.  
We encourage those able to read to enjoy  
the subtitles and find this to be possible for 
the majority of children aged 8+. For some 
films aimed at very young children, we will read 
the subtitles aloud in the cinema as standard 
– this will be noted on the relevant film page. 
We can also offer subtitle reading at DCA for 
other films via infrared headphones. This must 
be requested when booking and we will aim to 
accommodate wherever possible. For individual 
students who are likely to have difficulties,  
we would encourage schools to take advantage 
of free tickets for adult support, and plan 
seating arrangements accordingly.

Learning Resources
Curriculum for Excellence-relevant learning 
resources are available to support many  
of the films in the programme. These are  
free and available to download from 
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/resources.  
They have been written by members of our 
teachers’ advisory group and we see them as 
an essential part of our festival offer. Please 
do take full advantage of them – they not only 
contain useful classroom activities related to 
the films but also guidance in terms of the film’s 
content and suitability for different age groups.

In-cinema behaviour
Feedback from recent festivals – from both 
teachers and pupils – contained more than a  
few references to behaviour in the auditorium 
during film screenings. Some of these were  
food related, about the noise of rustling and 
eating popcorn, sweets, crisps and so on. 
Whilst we understand many groups (particularly 
those who have travelled some distance) 
will be bringing their own drinks and snacks 
for during the film, we hope that this will 
not become a nuisance to other audience 
members. Comments were also made about 
pupils chatting and calling out during the films, 
disrupting and spoiling the experience for 
other people. We would hope that all festival 
attendees would understand the cinema 
experience is a shared one, and that they should 
behave with consideration for others at all 
times. It’s important that we all work together  
to ensure that all audience members get the 
best experience possible.

Important Information
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Discovery Exhibitions 2021

Mary McIntyre: Places We Think We Know
Sat 21 August – Sun 21 November 2021

This exhibition marks the first major solo 
presentation in Scotland by Irish artist  
Mary McIntyre, debuting a new body of work 
commissioned for DCA.

McIntyre has explored different types of ‘space’ 
in her work in a number of ways over the past 
two decades, and these investigations often 
focus on photographic depictions of places 
that have been forgotten or overlooked. The 
images she makes are frequently imbued with 
a psychological charge, hinting at traces of 
recent human presence and activity in evocative 
landscapes or interiors.

McIntyre is also interested in how a photograph 
occupies a gallery space as a physical object, 
and how the environment surrounding the 
image might inform how a work is experienced. 
She uses sculptural installation as a means 

of activating the rooms that her photographs 
inhabit, and in doing so makes a viewer more 
aware of the act of ‘looking’.

In this new body of work for DCA, the artist 
presents us with images of quiet interiors; 
rooms which at first appear to be empty and 
unremarkable. Upon closer inspection, however, 
they slowly reveal a rich mix of traces and 
associations — frayed and discoloured carpet 
tiles, stained walls, makeshift partitions, and 
disturbed dust and detritus all speak of previous 
occupation by unknown inhabitants.

Accompanying these works, the artist will 
construct a series of large-scale installations 
that intersect the gallery space in different ways 
to create bespoke environments from which  
to consider each image. 
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Chikako Yamashiro: Chinbin Western
Sat 21 August – Sun 21 November 2021

This project marks Japanese artist Chikako 
Yamashiro’s first exhibition in Scotland and is 
guest-curated at DCA by Kirsteen Macdonald.

Yamashiro’s work spans performance, 
filmmaking and photography, often employing 
her own and other bodies as vehicles through 
which to carry stories from overlooked or 
unheard voices.

Much of Yamashiro’s research considers the 
reality of living in the Pacific island of Okinawa, 
a Japanese prefecture comprising over one 
hundred islands in the East China Sea between 
Taiwan and Japan. These islands have remained 
central to both American and Japanese security 
interests following World War II. The entire 
region remained under U.S. administration 
until 1972, and American military bases still 
occupy much of the lands, skies and seas today. 
The geopolitical situation and history of this 

place, where the artist was born and still lives, 
is a major influence on the motivations and 
parameters of her artistic practice.

At the centre of this exhibition, set amongst 
other selected works, is the European 
premiere of Yamashiro’s latest film Chinbin 
Western: Representation of the Family. This 
richly imagined artwork takes the form of an 
allegorical tale that weaves together comic 
satire, mining landscapes, opera, traditional 
Japanese theatre and domestic lives.

This exhibition, and Yamashiro’s work in the 
broadest sense, focuses on marginalised voices, 
bodies and souls in the East Asian region, 
addressing universal subjects such as identity 
and historical memory through uniquely  
poetic imaginings.
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DCA at Home

This year’s festival programme is available online through DCA’s own in-house VOD (Video On 
Demand) platform. Whilst the festival titles in this programme are only available between Sat 23 
October and Sun 7 November, there is a wealth of other content available to access year-round.

Two titles we would highlight – and for which there are accompanying Discovery learning 
resource packs available to download – are the French dramas La Haine and Les Misérables.

La Haine
Simmering hostility and prejudices boil over in 
Mathieu Kassovitz’s provocative and compelling 
portrait of a Parisian housing project.

Set in the aftermath of a riot, three friends –  
Vinz (Vincent Cassell), Hubert (Hubert Koundè) 
and Saïd (Saïd Taghmaoui) – trapped by their 
economic, ethnic and community circumstances, 
navigate the escalating urban discontent. 
But, with tensions still high and the threat of 
violence ever-present, the trio drift towards an 
increasingly dangerous destiny.

Kassovitz won the directing prize at Cannes 
(1995) with La Haine, becoming one of the most 
celebrated filmmakers of recent years. The film 
is a brutal indictment of urban strife and police 
brutality seen through the eyes of a band of 
violent teens. La Haine was a daring, bold and 
impassioned work over 25 years ago that still 
seems fresh and vital today.

La Haine – special offer!

The La Haine resource pack is available 
to download at no cost from  
athome.dca.org.uk/film/la-haine/ 
regardless of whether or not you choose 
to rent the film. Should you like to access 
the film, we can offer you a discount  
of £1.50 (making it £3.00 instead of £4.50  
per screening) if you send an email to 
mike.tait@dca.org.uk and ask for a 
special discount code. These codes will 
be operational for screenings at  
any time between now and Thu 31 March 
2022, and if you need more than one,  
you only have to ask!

Please do not hesitate to get in touch  
if you have any questions at all about  
this offer. 
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Les Misérables
Inspired by the 2005 Paris riots, Ladj Ly’s explosive debut feature won the Jury Prize  
at Cannes and was France’s entry for Best International Feature Film at the 2020 
Oscars. Shot on location and using many first-time actors, Les Misérables is intense, 
full of energy and a palpable sense of realism and foreboding.

France has won the World Cup, and summer has arrived. The scene should be one 
of happiness but in tough, impoverished banlieue Montfermeil new arrival Stéphane 
(Damien Bonnard) immediately meets with trouble in the local anti-crime squad. 
Working alongside unscrupulous colleagues Chris (Alexis Manenti) and Gwada  
(Djebril Zonga), Stéphane struggles to maintain order between the local gangs.  
When an arrest turns unexpectedly violent, all three officers must reckon with the 
aftermath to keep the neighbourhood from spiralling out of control.

Ladj Ly’s remarkable film is being seen as something of an interesting companion piece 
to La Haine, and is already accessible here: athome.dca.org.uk/film/les-miserables/.  
The accompanying education resource pack can be downloaded from the same page, 
again regardless of whether you choose to rent the film or not.



Discovery Public Programme 2021

In addition to our schools programme, Discovery Film Festival 
offers three packed weekends of public film screenings for 

families and young people, together with creative workshops  
and children’s activities across DCA.

This year there will be more chances  
to see films including Mezquite’s Heart, 
Jackie & Oopjen and The Club Of  
Ugly Children, as well as the ever-popular  
shorts packages. Films will be 
accompanied by a wide range of practical 
workshops in our Create Space, so be  
sure to check out the full programme.

Don’t forget to visit  
discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk from  
Mon 20 September for full details.

Discovery Student Special
If your class sees a film in the schools 
programme and any of them would like to 
return for a weekend film from the Discovery 
public programme, they can buy tickets at 
the (extremely) special rate of £1 per ticket! 
These tickets are only valid for the weekend 
screenings of festival films, and are available 
to teachers and students from the Box Office 
on demand by quoting ‘Discovery Schools 
Special’. Alternatively, bookings can be  
made online using the special discount  
code DSS2021.

discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk30
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Please do send us examples  
of your classroom work following 

your screenings in Discovery 2021. 
Film reviews, drawings recapturing 

or inspired by what was seen,  
letters to the characters or the 

artists and filmmakers who created 
them, extensions to or alternative  

versions of the stories heard…  
anything is possible!

Send your classwork to  
mike.tait@dca.org.uk 

or by post to  
Mike Tait, Dundee Contemporary 

Arts, 152 Nethergate, Dundee 
DD1 4DY The Giant Pear artwork by Class 3B,  

Clepington Primary School

Discovery in the Classroom

A writing challenge! 
Discovery Young Film Reviewer Awards 2021 

Do you know the next top film critic? This is their chance to show their talents  
as part of Discovery 2021.

The lucky winners of the Film Reviewers Award will receive free cinema tickets,  
a special tour of DCA Cinema (subject to health and safety guidelines) and  

their winning review published on our website!

Individual alternative arrangements will be made according to location for those 
winners who live beyond the Tayside area or who have accessed the festival online.

To enter, aspiring critics just need to write a review of any film they have seen as  
part of this year’s Discovery Film Festival, and send it to us by Wed 10 November. 

Entries are welcome either through school or independently, and will be judged  
in four age categories:

Under 8  /  8 to 10  /  11 to 14  /  15 to 18 

Remember: the review has to be of a film shown in this year’s festival,  
and we must receive it by Wed 10 November at the very latest.

Full details can be found at www.discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk
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Wherever possible, bus travel support to 
Discovery Film Festival screenings in Dundee 
will be open to schools in Fife, Perthshire, 
Dundee and Angus. Please let us know at the 
time of your screening request that you want 
to arrange bus transport. We will discuss  
this with you on an individual basis, and 
agree a specific timescale with you.

Please note restrictions in terms of group size 
for this service will continue to be in place.

1. Make a Discovery booking 
Request a Discovery screening and make it  
clear you want to make arrangements for a  
bus. Please ensure that you give correct and 
working email addresses.

2. Receive your confirmation 
When you receive an email confirmation of  
your Discovery Film Festival booking, this will 
contain your bus booking reference number.  
You will not be able to book your bus until  
you have received this number. 

3. Reserve your bus 
Reserve your bus before Wed 22 September  
by calling Fishers Tours on 01382 461999, using 
the bus booking reference number from your 
DCA confirmation email. Fishers Tours will 
contact you with details of your bus pick-up  
and drop-off times. Subsequent travel enquiries, 
including on the day of travel, should be 
communicated directly with Fishers Tours. 

N.B. Each Discovery booking will have a separate code. 
If you are booking for more than one film, you will 
receive a different code for each. Please ensure that 
you reserve the buses for each visit and all pupils.

4. No email confirmation  
or bus booking reference?
If you have not received an email confirmation 
from us containing your bus booking reference 
please call DCA on 01382 432 444. 

5. Final checks 
Discovery Film Festival and DCA are not 
responsible for booking your bus transport.  
You must ensure you have received a 
confirmation email and bus booking reference 
number from DCA and reserve your free travel 
directly with Fishers Tours for each visit.

This service has been 
made possible through 
the partnership between 
DCA and Fishers Tours.

Booking Your Bus
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Booking Your Bus

Wheelchairs 
Unfortunately, Fishers Tours are unable  
to offer wheelchair accessible buses.  
DCA can arrange alternative travel for 
wheelchair users if required. Please contact 
Michael Coull, Cinema Coordinator at DCA,  
via michael.coull@dca.org.uk when booking 
your film and we will work with you to find  
the best solution. 

Seatbelts 
Seatbelts are provided on all Fishers Tours 
buses as standard. 

Restrictions 
Group size may have an impact on the 
availability of transport to and from DCA.  
For bookings for small groups of fewer than  
20 pupils, we will discuss travel assistance  
on an individual basis. 

Site visits 
If you have any students for whom a first visit 
to the cinema at DCA might be a daunting 
prospect, we are happy to arrange a pre-visit. 
This will give them the chance to experience  
the auditorium and meet some of the staff  
they will be seeing on the day. To find out  
about arranging such a visit please contact 
Michael Coull, Cinema Coordinator at DCA,  
via michael.coull@dca.org.uk

Selected Discovery screenings will also  
take place at venues across Scotland.  
Contact mike.tait@dca.org.uk if you are 
interested in learning more.

Discovery Film Festival is a DCA project. 

Dundee Contemporary Arts, 152 Nethergate, Dundee, DD1 4DY  |  01382 432 444

dca.org.uk  |  discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

DCA would like to thank our Patrons and Friends for supporting Discovery Film Festival.

DCA20 Patrons: Tim Allan, Murray Bremner, Murray Chalmers, Siobhan Dundee,  
Sigrid and Stephen Kirk, Chris and Heather van der Kuyl, Jacquie and Richard Roberts, Thomas Veit.

Patrons: Ann Bates

DCA Friends: Toby Anstruther, Simon Dessain, Peter Rowson,  
Harry Scrymgeour, Michael Small, Tom Wilcox



34 discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

We offer discounted ticket prices to school groups for films 
screened in our regular cinema programme. Over the coming 
months we hope to be showing, amongst many other titles,  
big screen treats as diverse as Spider-Man: No Way Home,  

Dear Evan Hansen, Sweetheart and a certain little 
(educational?) film called No Time To Die… 

Discovery for schools throughout the year
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Gallery Visits and Creative Workshops

Our Galleries are open all year round with a variety of extraordinary 
exhibitions, each of which can stimulate higher order thinking  
and critical skills in line with CfE demands). Get in touch with  

DCA’s Learning Team on 01382 432 473 or at learning@dca.org.uk  
to discuss booking a visit or how we can work together on a tour  

or creative skills workshop tailored to your interests.

Special School Screenings

As we move further towards the ending of restrictions in public spaces, 
we’d like to remind you that DCA continues to screen a full programme 
of feature films throughout the year, and we will happily accommodate 

school groups into these screenings in line with any and all current 
health and safety protocols.

In recent years (just not last year!), groups have come along to enjoy  
a variety of titles, including students of history for Churchill and  

Darkest Hour, art students watching Loving Vincent and McQueen  
and learners of Mandarin to see The Great Wall. In addition we  

held specially arranged private screenings in response to school  
requests of The Mighty Ducks and Hugo.

If there is a film you would be interested in bringing your students 
along to, then please get in touch with Mike Tait, DCA’s Cinema Youth 

Development Officer, via mike.tait@dca.org.uk and we can discuss  
what might be possible.

And if any school is looking for an end-of-term celebration this  
December, that’s definitely something we can discuss – in line with 
whatever the festive distancing rules will be at that time, obviously! 

If our public screening times don’t fit your timetable,  
please get in touch via mike.tait@dca.org.uk to discuss  

the possibility of a special viewing for your class.
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