
 
 

 

 
 

 

Monday Makes: Create a Shonky Creature 
For ages 5+ (with help from an adult) 

Left: Cosima von Bonin, Idler, Lezzer, Tosspiece (The WDW Swing Nose & Scallop Version), 2010. Installation 
view at the MAC, Belfast. Courtesy the artist. Photograph by Simon Mills 

Right: Exhibition view, Shonky: The Aesthetics of Awkwardness, DCA, 2018, Photo by Ruth Clark 
 

For this Monday Make we’re throwing back to 2018 group exhibition Shonky: The Aesthetics 
of Awkwardness, curated by artist John Walter. Taking a close look at the work of artist 
Cosima Von Bonin, particularly the above left sculpture, we will be creating our own shonky 
creatures using recycled materials. 
  
See: the images above of Cosima Von Bonin’s work and find out more about the Shonky: 

The Aesthetics of Awkwardness exhibition here: https://bit.ly/2KKuH9o 

Think: about what materials you have around the house (egg cartons and googly eyes are 

particularly helpful for this make). Consider how you want your creatures to look and 

how will you display them.  

Make: your own shonky creatures. Our video suggests one way to do this to make an oyster 

artwork, but feel free to let your imagination run wild – there’s no right or wrong 

way when it comes to this make! 

Do: take a picture of your shonky creatures (we recommend a green background for the 

full Shonky effect) and share with us online using #DCAmakes.  
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Create a Shonky Creature 
Step-by-step  
 
What you’ll need:  

• String  

• Glue stick 

• Scissors 

• Black felt tip pen 

• Pencil 

• Cardboard 

• Egg box 

• Plain paper 

• Coloured paper 

Watch our step-by-step video tutorial here: http://bit.ly/shonkycreature 

Follow along with 

the video or take a 

look at the steps 

below. We’ve 

nicknamed the 

artwork ‘The 

Oysters’ in the video 

to save space.  

 

 

 

Step 1  

Ask an adult to help cut out four sections of the egg box. Trim the edges so they look neat 

and tidy. Glue two pieces together and leave to dry. Glue the other two pieces together and 

leave to dry. 

http://bit.ly/shonkycreature


 
 

 

 
 

 

Step 2  

Take the coloured paper and cut it in half. Scrunch up each section. 

 

Step 3 

Draw two sets of eyes on the plain piece of paper using the black felt tip pen. Cut out the 

eyes. Alternatively, use some googly eyes if you have them. 

 

Step 4   

Glue the eyes onto the srunched up coloured paper and then place this inside the egg box 

shell. Do the same for the second oyster. 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Step 5  

Take a rectangle of cardboard and poke a hole in each corner using the pencil. This will be 

the swing. Take the string and feed it through two of the holes on one side, making a loop 

on the top of the swing. Feed the end of the string through the third hole. Take this end of 

string and feed through the loop from the first two holes and then feed this end down 

through the fourth hole. Tie together the two ends of string on the underside of the swing. 

Pull the string at the top to make your swing swingable. (We recommend watching the 

video for this part to see exactly where the string should go). 

 

Step 6 

Place the oysters on the swing, then hang it up and snap a photo. Share your creation on 

social media using #DCAmakes. 


